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WOMEN AND TSITSIT/TALLIT
Compiled and Translated by Rabbi Noah Gradofsky

Notes:

e Video of a shiur (class) on this subject is available at http://utj.org/viewpoints/videos/women-and-tsitsit-
tallit/ .

e Most electronic texts from Bar llan CD version 14, some are from version 24 as | upgraded in the
middle of working on this.

e Generally, translations that represent the literal translation of Hebrew words are in bold, while
additional wording required to make better English sense are in regular type.

e This text was originally designed to present to Lechu Neranena, the Partnership Minyan in the Bala
Cynwyd area (outside Philadelphia), hence the last bullet point presents the opinions of the halakhic
advisor to Lechu Neranena (with which | tend to agree). | have added a number of texts and points of
discussion after the original version that was presented at Lechu Neranena.

e For further discussion on the issue of whether people may make blessings on commandments in which
they are not obligated, see http://e-ark.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/The-Command-of-God-The-
meaning-and-Application-of-Blessings-that-State-Who-Has-Sanctified-Us-By-Your-Commandment-
and-Commanded-Us-To.pdf, particularly starting on page 17, section titled “Blessings By the
Uncommanded.

e This document may develop over time. The most recent version will be available at
http://utj.org/viewpoints/videos/women-and-tsitsit-tallit/. This version is current as of 1/28/2024 2:43
PM.

e Please like/share this by email and social medial at http://utj.org/viewpoints/videos/women-and-tsitsit-
tallit.  You can also discuss this document on the UTJ Facebook discussion group at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/43642532993/permalink/10155827700557994/.

ABSTRACT A discussion of women and the mitzvah of Tsitsit (originally presented to Lechu Neranena, the
Partnership Minyan of Bala Cynwyd (outside Philadelphia)). Conclusions: (a) It seems that at least early on in
the rabbinic period, probably extending at least into the early Amoraic period, Rabbi Shimon § opinion to the
effect that women were exempt from tsitsit was considered a minority opinion. However, moving forward it
apparently became a fairly universal opinion (it is unclear if this transition happened during the Amoraic
period). The sources of this ruling are not clear and there is an argument to be made that the halakhah
“should “have been decided otherwise. (b) The position in favor of women making a blessing on wearing tsitsit
may be strengthened by the fact that there is an argument that the ruling that women are exempt from tsitsit
may have been based on false pretenses. (c) There is general agreement that (big H) Halakhically, women may
wear tsitsit, though the Ashkenazi voice in the Shulchan Arukh says that it is haughty for them to do so and thus
recommends against it (Rabbi Karo seems to have consciously declined to mention this line of thought in the
Shulchan Arukh). There is significant debate as to whether a woman may say a blessing upon putting on tsitsit.
(d) Women who chose to put on a tallit receive reward for doing so. (e) To the extent that a woman §
motivations for wearing a tallit are criticized as being improper (an argument that is in no way adopted), this
criticism seems contrary to Rav § aphorism that a person should always do mitzvot even if the person is doing
so for personal reasons. (f) For purposes of Lechu Neranena, | consulted with our halakhic advisor, Rabbi
Martin Lockshin. He wrote (in part), "I have no problem with women wearing tsitsit if they wish. | know that it
bothers some people. | see that simply as a sociological problem that can be overcome, | hope, with sensitivity
and a gentle approach. “He feels that a woman may say a blessing on wearing a tallit. Regarding whether a
woman should wear a tallit that is more clearly feminine, he wrote that it might be best, but he doesn f see it as
a deal-breaker.; (g) In footnote 12 | introduce some preliminary thoughts on why the halakhah was decided in
favor of Rabbi Shimon's minority view, which requires further study.
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I. Women’s Obligation/Permission to Wear Tsitsit

Sifre Bamidbar 116° 1yp XPOD Ma7R2 MED 1
“And the LORD spoke to Moses saying, ‘speak to the Children of %X 727 K% nwn X 1 R (W0p)
Israel and say to them that they should make for themselves tsitsit.”” a5 vy o9) PRI XL 12
Even women are implied as part of the “Children of Israel” subject to the DAY A1 YRwM DU AR LY
commandment of tsitsit. Rabbi Shlmon exempts women from tsitsit MEAw *35m MR T OWIT N 00
because women are exempt from time-dependent commandments. ... |

Rabbi Judah ben Bava says, “The Rabbis only exempted a woman’s 1. DO DTV AN AT A0y
veil from tsitsit and only required tsitsit for a woman’s cloak because D21 1702 TIT™2 MK X33 12 AT
sometimes her husband wears it . . . | hear, i.e. infer, that even a “night 121 K21 D% 1 AWK 20 7777 DX
garment”? is implied, therefore the text says “and you shall see it,”3 i.e. 70507 75vaw DHYOW 191 KR N9V
the blue fringe of the tsitsit, which implies during the day, but not at YAwNa 29595 N0 AR IR YW ... 2
night, but if the garment were designated for wearing during the day
and at night, it would be obligated in tsitisit.

axY 79°92 X9 212 3R oneR 9'n
.N2%0 XN 72991 21 nInvn AN

Most sources from the Talmud era support the notion that women are permitted, if not obligated, to affix
tsitsit to such garments as require them. The primary source is this midrash, which shows Rabbi Shimon as a
minority view on this point (we will discuss the rationale for his ruling further below). Rabbi Judah ben Bava
appears to agree with Rabbi Shimon at least to a certain extent (he may be explaining Rabbi Shimon’s opinion
or offering a different understanding). He indicates that tsitsit is a time-bound mitzvah in that only daytime
clothing requires tsitsit, but opines that anything that a man might wear requires tsitsit even if generally worn by
a woman.

The only early source of which | am aware that argues for a prohibition of women wearing tsitsit is
Targum Yonatan:

Deuteronomy 22:5 7 2102 20 Pp 29127 2
You shall not have man’s clothes on a woman and a man shall not 9323 wa? &%) awk %y 223 %9 i1 &
wear the garment of a woman; for anyone who does any of this is an %2 70%-8 P nayin °3 ¥R nonky

affront to the LORD your God. D PN Ny
Targum Yonatan Deuteronomy 22:5 7 2109 35 PP 29927 1N 2aan 3
Cloaks of tsitit and tefillin, which are adornments of men, shall not be 1°77 P> 9m PY¥T 93 7070 KD (7)
on a woman KRR %Y 723 3PN

It is worth noting in passing that even as to tefillin, the Targum is at odds with other Talmudic sources,
as BT Eruvin 96a tells us that Michal, daughter of Saul, wore tefillin and the sages did not object.

Babylonian Talmud Kiddushin 29a R TI2P ¥ 07 PWITRP NooR v932 7Inhn 4
Mishnah: . . . All positive commandments that are time-dependent — - X»7x AW "Wy myn 521 . . ."1n
men are obligated to perform such commandments and women are M0D 2N L1210 DR
exempt.

The Mishnah establishes a rule that women are exempt from mitzvoth that are time-sensitive:

1 A more complete text of Sifre can be found below in the appendix as text Al at page 14.

2 The term “night garment” lends itself to multiple interpretations, discussed further below in section I, “What is the meaning of n103
2% (“Night Garment)., p. 7.

® Numbers 15:39.
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Babylonian Talmud Kiddushin 33b-34a R TP 79 — 2 7Y 39 N7 PRITOR Nobn vvaa tmbn 5
Our Rabbis taught: What is a time-dependent commandment? ?x»73 mw awy mgn >meR 2'n
Sukkah, lulav, shofar, tsitsit* [34a] and tefillin. And what is a [77] “pex 0w 299 700
commandment that is not time-dependent? Mezuzah, parapets, Jam Row WY MEH PR POM
returning lost items, and sending the mother bird away from the nest .jpn m>wy ,77aR ,apyn ,ammm 28073
when taking her eggs.

The barayta (a text contemporaneous with but not included in the Mishnah) discusses which mitzvoth are
considered time-sensitive. Unfortunately, due to textual corruption (see footnote 4) it is unclear whether this
barayta includes tsitsit as a time-sensitive mitzvah. However, the barayta in the following piece from the
Jerusalem Talmud more clearly does not include tsitsit in the list of time-sensitive mitzvot:

Jerusalem Talmud Kiddushin 1:7 p. 61c 2:RD N7 TR PWITIR N20R ML 7IMhn 6
What is a time-dependent commandment? For instance, sukkah, shofar, &nax jyamw awy mgn X0 7 KX
lulav, and tefillin. What is a commandment that is not time-dependent? >X P2m 27791 99w 7210 1D
For instance, returning lost items, sending the mother bird away from the 8n93 17 Xow Wy "¥n X0 W
nest when taking her eggs, parapets, and tsitsit. Rabbi Shimon exempts npymy pn m>»w1 J7a8 00
women from tsitsit, since in his opinion it is a time-dependent nxxn M “WIT WD WM NOXOX)
commandment.® Rabbi Shimon said to them: “Do you not concede to me "X 7273 1w AWY M¥R XWW
that it, i.e. tsitsit, is a commandment that is time-dependent, for a night mx» Xnw °% P anx PR W'
garment is exempt from tsitsit!” Rabbi Hillah said: The reason of the ®7%°% mo2 "W Xn AW AWy
sages, i.e. the reason the sages hold that tsitsit is not a time-dependent %71 27 =R nUX°¥7 1 WD
commandment, is because if garments were designated for him for wearing 7 1°7 OR PW 11277 NPvY
during both day and night, they are obligated in tsitsit. PNORA N1 RO 791 a1 R

Here, at least according to Rabbi Hillah, the sages agree with Rabbi Shimon that 77°2 mo>, “night garments,”
are exempt from tsitisit, but they disagree that this makes tsitsit a time-sensitive mitzvah, since they argue (and
seem to think Rabbi Shimon would agree, though this is not explicit) that a piece of clothing generally worn
both during day and during night requires tsitsit.

4 Note some versions of the Talmud do not have tsitsit listed in this teaching or have it listed among the commandments that are not
time-dependent. See R. Saul Lieberman, Tosefta Kifshutah Kiddushin p. 922-923 (commenting on Tosefta Kiddushin 1:10, p. 279
lines 42-45), R 11w WY MEH RTIOR "7 07 YR 7™00 %Y 1" (beginning of Appendix text A3. p. 15).

5 Note the text of the Talmud Yerushalmi up to this point is found verbatim in Tosefta Kiddushin 1:10.

& A noted above in footnote Error! Bookmark not defined., the term “night garment” lends itself to multiple interpretations,
discussed further below at “lI. What is the Meaning of 72°% mo> (“Night Garment™),” p. 7. In the context of this text, it seems to refer
to clothing designated for wearing at night.

" The biblical statement “ink an>x71 and you shall see it (the blue strand)” (Num. 15:39) is taken to mean that the requirement of tsitsit
does not apply to a garment worn exclusively at night. Since the sages hold that a garment generally worn at any hour requires tsitsit
(presumably even when worn at night), the sages do not view the mitzvah as time-dependent. Note that the accepted halakhah reads
“and you shall see it” slightly differently, so that any garment worn during the day requires tsitsit, while any garment worn at night
does not require tsitsit (though a blessing should not be recited on tsitsit at night, and probably should not be recited during the day if
the piece of clothing is something that is generally worn exclusively at night). See e.g. Shulhan Arukh and Beth Yoseph Orach

Chayim 18.
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Babylonian Talmud Menachot 43a-b 2 TIBY — R TIAY 3B N7 N7 N2on Yas 7mbn 7
Our Rabbis taught: All are obligated in the requirement of tsitsit, 27% ,0%75 ,n°¥°xa p2a»n o7 A'"n
Priests, Levites, lIsraelites, converts, women, and slaves. Rabbi v"y ;27297 w1 ,0m3 209K
Shimon exempts women, since in his opinion it is a time-dependent jamw nwy MEHAY °1571 ,2°WI12 WD
commandment, and women are exempt from all time-dependent &»7x Jamw 7wy M¥n 931 X1 RO
commandments. . . . What is Rabbi Shimon’s reasoning? For it is 20"37 Rayv °Xn . . . .MMwd Wl
taught: “And you shall see it”(Num 15:39), i.e. the blue strand of the . ;7% Mm% v35 - MK QNKR :R°INT
tsitsit ... And the Rabbis, this “And you shall see it,” what do they do °X» WMX 2R X7 1227 (0) . .
with it, i.e. what rule do they learn from that phrase?. . . R AR )

Again, Rabbi Shimon is presented in this barayta as dissenting from the majority view that obligates women in
tsitsit. Interestingly, Rabbi Shimon’s basis for the exemption is that night clothing is exempted from tsitisit.
However, unlike Rabbi Hilah in the Talmud Yerushalmi, the Bavli assumes that Rabbi Shimon’s
contemporaries do not accept his idea that “and you shall see it” exempts night clothing.

Babylonian Talmud Menachot 43a R TIP3 07 N7 N2on vhas 7TInon 8
Rav Yehudah® would put tkhelet, i.e. the blue fringe of the tsitsit, on the x»19% xn2>on »1 17 2o
aprons of the women of his house and would bless each morning the &% %> T72m 02 Wi
blessing regarding God’s commanding “to wrap in tsitsit.” Since he placed :720p ,»177 .p¥¥a AVYNAY
tsitsit on the aprons of women, we can determine he believed it, i.e. tsitsit, is a RYT R AT ROW WY NIXN
positive commandment that is not time-dependent.

Babylonian Talmud Sukkah 11a R 7RV RO 07 77910 NN SHa2 7IR5N 9
Just as Rav Amram Chasida® would put tkhehelet on the aprons of xn%an ¥»1 °X7°0n DAY 277 X7 °D
the women?? of his house o002 1wRT ®9OY

We are told that Rabbi Yehudah believed that tsitsit was not a time-sensitive mitzvah. Similarly, Rav Amram
Chasida put tkehelet on the women’s aprons. It is not clear whether these sages are seen as minority views on
this issue (the thrust of the discussion in BT Menachot is about why Rav Yehudah said a blessing on putting
tsitsit on in the morning and the thrust in BT Sukkah is about technicalities of making valid tsitistit).

Maimonides Laws of Tsitsit 3:9 v 77997 3 2D NUXOX Msba a''ana 10
Women, slaves, and children are exempt from the commandment of tsitsit. 3 P DvPY o720 oWl
.. but women, slaves, and children who want to wrap in tsitsit wrap & w "“7am wn . . . DXXD
themselves without a blessing.* And so, too, with regard to the rest of x>2 oovynn nx°xa  AuNa»
positive commandments from which women are exempt, if they desire to mwy mxn ww 1 7972
do them i.e. those mitzvoth without a blessing we do not stop them (lit nmwy? w7 ax 377 MMWYL DWINY
“strike their hands”). 77°2 77N PR 7972’92 IR

8 A second generation Amora ~ 290. Source: Aryeh Carmell x23% xny»o.

° A second century Amora. Source: https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/x7°on_o7my_27 accessed 5/23/16.

10 The context makes it less clear that >wx should be translated as “women” than in Menachot 43a (since there is no discussion of R.
Chisda’s act and its meaning for the time-dependent nature of tsitsit), but this seems to be the general understanding of this source.
See e.g. Rashi.

11 For some discussion on this point, see my paper “The Command of God: The Meaning and Application of Blessings that State
‘Who Has Sanctified Us By Your Commandment and Commanded Us To . . .”” available at http://www.e-ark.net/rabbi/birkatm.pdf,

particularly starting on page 17, section titled “Blessings By the Uncommanded.”
4
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Beth Yoseph Orach Chayim 17

A"

http://utj.org/viewpoints/videos/women-and-tsitsit-tallit/
2977 RM™19 7"'7 2 - N DIN O R avn MR e na 11

And Rabbi Isaac Alfasi wrote at the beginning of “Laws of Tsitsit”'? that
the law is established for us in accordance with Rabbi Shimon, and so
wrote Rabbenu Asher in the name of Rabbenu Tam,'® and he brought
proof from several places in the Talmud, and so ruled Maimonides in
Chapter 3 of the Laws of Tsitsit.

Shulchan Arukh Orach Chayim 17:2

XX MOYE wRM A™IT A
™ YRR 0am0 P RvpT PA(RY)
27 owa (R D) W"XT aw and
™1 N7 mmon RN Ram Ban

(0"7) '3 P92 "m0 PoD

2 OYD IO IR0 291 AR Y e 12

Women and children are exempt from tsitsit because it is a

XOOWw °19n ,0°MUD D°T7aYY DWWl

commandment that is dependent on time. Gloss by Rabbi Moses
Isserles: Nonetheless, if women or slaves want to wrap and to

n"nl :ma N2 JRTmY Awy Nxn
mwan 1" 771291 19807 0N OXR

bless upon it they have the right to do so (lit. “The right is j(nmw nwWy m¥n INWA NI 1T
in thjnllr thas};ist) ’ j:.st das th]:_ 1‘lthe ristiz:h zf.tp051t1ve 1”3 {"Im W RN ‘0N) 14Nn'|.1
commandments at are time-dependent, excep at it appears .. W LWt prm ot

as arrogancel!®> for them to wear tsitsit,
should not (lit. “there is not for them”)
it is not an obligation of a person, i.e.
to purchase a tallit, i.e. a four cornered garment,
to be obligated in tsitsit.

and therefore they
wear tsitsit, since
one is not required
in order

JTYR W39y 19 PR I B
N0 TMAR) K721 N3N IR 9RIA
13 090 19 MIPY 2N IR 9 (173

... YN 3AN'Ww

The halakhic consensus is that women are exempt from wearing tsitsit.® There is also consensus that women
are permitted to do mitzvoth that they are not obligated to do. There is an Ashkenazi/Sephardi divide as to
whether women are permitted to say a blessing on such mitzvoth. Further, Rabbi Moses Isserless, the
Ashkenazi glossator of the Shulchan Aruch, says that women should not wear tsitsit as it appears haughty. Note
that in Beth Yoseph, Rabbi Yoseph Karo, author of the Shulhan Arukh, cites an opinion saying that it is haughty
for a woman to wear tsitsit, but he chooses not to mention that point in Shulhan Arukh.

L2Rif Laws of Tsitsit, which appears in the Vilna Shas at the back of Menachot, 11a & 71y X 57 n°¥°X 112771 - (MAIR) 7™ Navp Mo

"3 2P NIMVD W RIT RN AT WY MIXAY 2197 D°WI D W' PIIMwn 207281 023 2RI 019 02370 NPXOXA a0 937 7N
13 Rosh Laws of Tsitsit (which appears in the Vilna Shas at the back of Menachot), 1:1. I discuss this text further in section 111, below
p. 7, and argue that a primary assumption of Rosh is called in to question by the Jerusalem Talmud text above.

Tosafot Shabbat 25b 2 7MY 779 97 N2W NODH NIDVIN
191 (% '7 MIman) NP0 '52 777 MDD TWIDT NYAY 2210 HMPT VAW IR RAW RAYD BRI R?Y RNYY OR7 0"WT XAN0 UPITA - 77°2 MDD DWH 70T
91NN N1 IR TRINN FIPRT 713 MAR MR HRIW 212 DR 727 PN ROR 77992 NOXOX WIS DR 1T KD RII9N2 RT (G710 '7) M127 202 vawn
7°N°2 SWIRT RAITID? RNPIN "7 M7 0INY 271 770 271 DOXOXT 1 MMLD 22w 7971 72°92 NPX0X MIXA PRT 110 1707 Vawn 100707 1°9001nT 1190
X1 PRW P RPNT OAW YAWH RAT IPAND T2 Xa?p R? XA 1T ROW WY MIXA X7 07207 2w (AW LR 'T) 10107 Xap P91 (L '7) nvonna

VXX 71910 29191 DWW XA JATIW WY NIXA 1327 10 (232 '7) PYITRT XHp 2192 20K

14 Note that in Beth Yoseph, Rabbi Karo (author of the main text of Shulchan Arukh) rules that women should not make the blessing,
giving weight to Rambam’s opinion and to the general rule that in cases of doubt a blessing should not be recited.

15 Note that Rabbi Karo quotes an opinion to this effect in Beth Yoseph but does not mention this in Shulchan Arukh, indicating that
he likely disagrees with the sentiment.

18 There is little discussion of the basis of why Rabbi Shimon’s minority view became accepted. The most extensive discussion of this
conclusion is found in Rosh. | discuss this text further in section 11, below p. 9, and argue that a primary assumption of Rosh is called

in to question by the Jerusalem Talmud text above.
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Babylonian Talmud Bava Kama 38a R 7P 72 07 XBP X232 noon 9as 7ebn 13
Rabbi Meir says: From where do we know that even a non-Jew who pow) °901 199RW Pan IR »'"
immerses in study of Torah is like the high priest? Scripture teaches: :>"n ?97 2> XwWw  aMn2
“keep my laws ... which a person should do them and live through them o7&7 omk nwy> R +n'" X3P+

2 (Lev. 18:5) “Priest, Levites and Israelites” is not stated, rather &5 2XRIW™ 079 2°375 ,072 M
“person” is stated . . . It is stated: “They do not receive reward as one 7R X . DR ROR MmN
who is commanded and observe the commandments, but rather like one nwwy anM¥n DWW 379y 0°%2pn
who is not commanded and observes, as Rabbi Chaninah stated: One 1"X7 ,7w) 78R IPRY MO ROR
who is commanded and observes is greater than one who is not >»n ANy AW INEHAT 73 RPN

commanded and observes.

Beth Yoseph Orach Chayim 17

SR NN 1R

15 1790 297 7R 701 nva 14

And Ra”N (Rabben Nissim) in the chapter of his commentary on Rabbi Isaac
Alfasi’s compendium of laws derived from Tractate Rosh Hashanah agreed
with the words of Rabbenu Tam, that women who perform mitzvoth that they
are not required to do make a blessing, because they receive reward for
performing them, i.e. mitzvoth that they are not required to perform, as Rabbi
Yosi the son of Rabbi Chanina stated: “One who is commanded and
observes is greater than one who is not commanded and observes,” and
since he stated “greater,” therefore we know that one who is not
commanded to do a certain mitzvah and does the mitzvah also has reward for
performing the mitzvah and therefore they, i.e. persons who are not required to
do a certain mitzvah, are in the group of those who are commanded and may
make a blessing. And don’t say that since they were not commanded, how
can they say “and commanded us.” Since the men were commanded and

W) A" XN P92 L L
(@"m A" oM Pw, A"y
P "7 %) 9107 2 P
11°27 277 oo0n (P™p a90n
oY ML XIT N1972»T an
X1 "2 °0 °27 MR W
YWY NN TR (KD PUITR)
TARPTA AW NRA IPRY 00
WY NEA RY N RADR TR
TN HHI2 79707 0w 17 WY ol
X?1 2RI X0 K?Y M1272n) 1
DT WMWY AR IR N0
mbol 37 ax1 NVEI DWIRIY

they, i.e. women, also receive reward, they can fittingly say “and XY AR POY W

commanded us.”

BT Bava Kama 38a and Beth Yoseph Orach Chayim 17 demonstrate that there is reward associated with a
person doing a mitzvah to which that person is not obligated. This, to my mind, calls in to question whether a
woman wearing tsitsit should at all be seen as haughty.

Babylonian Talmud Sanhedrin 105b 3 7Y 3P A7 17730 Novn v933 TInhn 15
Rav Yehudah said in the name of Rav: A person should always immerse 10¥> 22199 127 9K 3707 27 MR
in study of Torah and performance of mitzvah,!” even not for its own sake, X>v "X ,7¥»21 7M1 O
i.e. with some ulterior motive, because from performing mitzvah not for its xa - mnw> Xow Tnpw aawb
own sake, one comes to perform mitzvah for its own sake, for with the o nwy w2 dwaw  awS
merit of the forty two sacrifices that Balak sacrificed, he merited that m» ax¥™ 721 P2 2paw NP
Ruth came, i.e. descended, from him. .M

Rav Yehudah’s teaching, to my mind, cautions us away from questioning the impetus behind a person’s doing a
mitzvah. Perhaps one could argue it is different when the person is not obligated to do that mitzvah or if the
intention is particularly antagonistic (though how do we know what evil lurks in a person’s soul?).

17 In context, perhaps this term should be translated as “good deed” rather than its base meaning of commandment, since Balak could

not be said to have been commanded to bring the sacrifices he brought.
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Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, Igrot Moshe Orach Chayim 4:49 w10 7''1 20 BN W mAaR ' 16
Since there is permission for all women to fulfill even the »p% WX %37 MW RI°RT RIN
commandments that the Torah did not require of them, and they have 2an% w» 770 1n2>»n K5w Mgna AR
both mitzvah and reward . . . if so, also for tsitsit it, i.e. this rule is X% v o3 2"Rw . . . "W MX¥n
applicable to a woman who desires to wear a garment which is of a 7w 722 w12%% nxnw qwK? 7w
different appearance from man’s clothing . . . and to fulfill this mitzvah. . DWIR CTA2M DONR 7K
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Rav Moshe Feinstein permits women to wear tsitsit provided they are not masculine-looking and providing that
her intention is for fulfillment of the mizvah and not for rebellious purposes.*® He is influenced by the fact that
women receive a reward for performing mitzvoth that they are not obligated to perform.

I1. What is the Meaning of 777°% m105 (“Night Garment”)
Much of the halakhic analysis of women and tsitsit focuses on the exemption of a 7% mo> (“night
garment”) from tsitsit. The phrase lends itself to multiple interpretations, as discussed in Shulchan Arukh:

Shulchan Arukh Orach Chayim 18:1 N V0 177 1A%0 NINON N9 2997 AR I I

Nightime is not the time where the obligation of tsitsit applies, since it was
excluded by “and you shall see it,” (Number 15:39), according to Rambam,
anything one wears at night is exempt, even if it is designated for wearing
during the day, and whatever one wears during the day is obligated to have
tsitsit, even if it is designated for wearing at night. * But according to Rosh,
clothing that is designated for wearing at night is exempted, even if one wears
it, i.e. that item of clothing, during the day, and clothing that is designated for
wearing during the day or during day and night, is obligated, even if one

wears it at night?® Gloss by Rabbi Moses Isserles: And doubts
regarding blessings are resolved toward leniency; therefore, one
should not bless (lit. “there is not to bless”) on it, i.e. on
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donning a garment with tsitsit, except when he wears the garment
during the day and it also is a garment designated for the day
(Hagahot Maimoniot) .

Shulchan Arukh references two potential understandings of the “night garment” that is exempted from
tsitsit. Rambam rules that any clothing worn at night is exempt from having tsitsit regardless of whether the
garment is typically worn at night, and obligates any garment worn during the day in tsitsit regardless of
whether it is typically worn during the day. Rosh, on the other hand, requires tsitsit for clothing that is typically
worn during the day, even if the clothing is worn at night, while he exempts clothing typically worn at night
even if the clothing happen to be worn during the day (i.e. if one wore four-cornered pajamas during the day,

18 Note that Rabbi Feinstein qualifies his comments to indicate that a woman may wear tsitsit out of a desire to fulfill mitzvot but may
not do so out of a desire to rebel against God’s Torah. Rabbi Ovadia Yosef forbids women from wearing tsitsit on similar sociological
grounds per Yalkut Yosef Tsitsit 231 cited in footnote 5 at http://www.torahmusings.com/2012/12/women-wearing-tallit/ (accessed
June 2, 2016). Note also Arukh haShulchan Orach Chayim 17:3 forbids women from wearing tsitsit based on Rabbi Moses Isserles’s
reasoning.
19 Maimonides Laws of Tsitsit 3:7 17997 3 P9 NoX% Mok o'"amn
79992 712 7050 RAW QP27 TR ROR YW 2191 N7 YR 2197 XY LINWD 0T YW 7292 1257 U RPR 19a0 02 7%0R PR INWD S Mol
270 XPI0Y ,TOR NYWA MR DN MRIY A2°72 K91 212 T DPXORT DN LAWY MER oW PRY NYA JWYN RS DY 12 RXAN DX 217 AT APRY
MR PRI DINR IR IR 0D DY AR 1OXO¥
20 See Rosh Laws of Tsitsit, which appears in the Vilna Shas at the back of Menachot, 1:1.  X:X %% M%7 (Mnan) w822 Mavp N7
AW 07937 O 2°92 772 797 KXW MYAT 1902 2"'D1 77772 DR 2771 O NI0D 11 207 22 POR MWD 79°% 1107 27 %3 Kup RIPWI D RN
YR 0 MWD 7299 NI0D IAW XWX JATAW AWY MZR XOAW 07 DT ONK X W' 09 IR MRPT PYITRT 292 nhwna vawn 191 0002 quynng
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they would not require tsitsit per Rosh). There is a third view which holds, essentially, that both indicia are
required in order for a garment not to count as a “night garment,” i.e. that only clothing worn during the day
require tsitsit and only when such clothing is worn during the day. This view is found in Ran on Kiddushin, the
text of which is found below in Appendix text A3. p. 13 and according to some held by Rashi.?* Vis a vis
reciting a blessing on tsitsit, Rabbi Isserless effectively adopts Ran’s position by saying one should err on the
side of caution by only reciting a blessing where all opinions would say that tsitsit is required. Although Rabbi
Karo does not explicitly adopt this position in Shulchan Aruch, he does in his Beth Yoseph commentary in this
section.?? Interestingly neither Karo nor Isserless mention Ran’s position explicitly.

In reviewing the sources in the Babylonian Talmud for occurrences of the phrase 7%°% mo2, it seemed to
me that almost all sources could be read consistently with any of the opinions as to the meaning of the phrase.
However, the text of the Talmud Yerushalmi we encountered above p. 2 does seem to strongly indicate Rosh’s
understanding, as was noted by Rosh in the text at footnote 20 and is also noted by Vilna Gaon in his
commentary on this section of Shulchan Arukh:

21 See Artscroll Talmud Menachot 40b note 12. Rashi sometimes explains the phrase 7%°2 mo> one way or the other, which may mean
he accepts both understandings or may mean that he feels one or the other understanding fits that particular piece of Talmud better.

22 See text in appendix below at A2, p. 14.
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BUT ACCORDING TO ROSH, ETC. Since the Talmud says in all places in
tractates Shabbat, Zevachim, and Menachot here and there “night garment,”
and see Tosafot Kiddushin 34 s.v. Tefillin, etc. And Ran wrote that a garment is
not obligated in tsitsit unless it is a daytime garment and he wears it during the
day. But the Jerusalem Talmud in Kiddushin there does not sound like this,
and this the language of the Jerusalem Talmud there «. . . Rabbi Hillah said:
The reason of the sages, i.e., the reason the sages hold that tsitsit is not a time-
dependent commandment, is because if garments were designated for him for
wearing during both day and night, they are obligated in tsitsit," and if the law is
in accordance with the words of Ran, even at night clothing designated for the
day would be exempt and therefore the Rabbis would not have a basis on which to
refute Rabbi Shimon’s argument that tsitsit is a time-dependent mitzah, and see Ran
there, and certainly certainly it, i.e. the Jerusalem Talmud proves the
understanding of the term “night garment” is in accordance with Tosafot and Rosh.
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It is worth noting, however, that the language of Sifre?®, “ nTnvn anen oxY 72952 K91 212 IMR an°k "N
na»n Ran 779 o1 therefore the text says ‘and you shall see it,” i.e., the blue fringe of the tsitsit, which
implies during the day, but not at night,” may support the notion that the time that a person is wearing the
garment is significant, though the Sifre generally seems to put its focus on when the garment is typically worn.

It is also possible that different sages may have understood the exemption of 72> mo> differently and
even that that difference could have resulted in the differing opinion as to the halakhah regarding women and
tsitsit, although neither the Talmud Yerushalmi nor Talmud Bavli suggest a difference in understanding as to
the nature of the 7%°% no> exemption.

I11. Was the Exemption of 77°7 102 A Matter of Dispute between Rabbi Shimon and His
Compatriots and, If Not, What are the Implications for Halakha?

As discussed above with reference to Jerusalem Talmud Kiddushin 61c and Babylonian Talmud
Menachot 43a-b (p. 2-3), the Jerusalem Talmud presumes that the general idea that 7%°% mo> is exempted from
tsitsit is agreed upon between Rabbi Shimon and those who disagree with him in regard to women and tsitsit.
Instead, the Jerusalem Talmud presumes that the dispute is whether the exemption of 7%°% mo> makes tsitsit a
time-dependent mitzvah from which women are exempted. Strikingly, we hear directly from Rabbi Shimon
that he believes his compatriots agree that 7% mo> is exempted. Further, we have a named Amora defending
the position of Rabbi Shimon’s compatriots and agreeing that they exempt 72°% mo3. On the other hand, the
Babylonian Talmud’s anonymous voice seems to presume that Rabbi Shimon’s compatriots did not accept the
exemption of 7% mo>. | have found very little discussion of this difference between the Babylonian Talmud
and the Jerusalem Talmud. The most extensive discussion | have found is in a responsum of Rashba which is
provided in the appendix below at A4, p. 13. There, Rashba is asked why the Babylonian Talmud in Menachot
43 does not adopt the Yerushalmi’s understanding and instead finds that Rabbi Shimon’s compatriots disagree
with him with regard to the exemption of 7% mo>. Rashba basically responds that it is wholly unremarkable
for the Babylonian Talmud and the Jerusalem Talmud to present different understandings and notes for good
measure that there are many parts of the Babylonian Talmud that resolve the same issues in different ways.

23 A portion of the Sifre text is included with translation above p. 2. A more complete text of Sifre can be found below in the appendix

as text Al at page 14.
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While it is generally accepted that 7%°% mo> (whatever that means) is exempted from tsitsit and that
therefore women are not obligated in tsitsit, there is little explanation given of why Rabbi Shimon’s seemingly
minority view as to the exemption of women from tsitsit became halakhically accepted. The most extensive
argument in favor of this conclusion is found in the text of Rosh quoted below.?* As I will argue below, it
seems that all of the proofs raised rely on the presumption that Rabbi Shimon was a 71 nv7 (an individual’s
opinion contrary to the majority opinion) with regard to the exemption of 7%°% mo2 or are otherwise suspect due

to variant texts.

Rosh Laws of Tsitsit 1:124

25NN 1190 NOXON NI99T (NITIR) W'RTD NuuR NIoha

(Menachot 43a) Our Rabbis taught: All are obligated in the requirement of tsitsit,
women, slaves, Priests, Levites, Israelites. Rabbi Shimon exempts women, since
in his opinion it is a time-dependent commandment, and women are exempt from
all time-dependent commandments. The law is established for us in accordance
with Rabbi Shimon. And Rabbenu Tam brought a proof to the fact that the law
follows Rabbi Shimon from chapter “With What Do We Light” (BT Shabbat
25b)?° from the story of Rabbi Judah bar Rabbi llay, that his students would hide
the corners of their garments because they did not have fringes on their linen
garments. And it, i.e. the Talmud, says that they felt they should not put fringes on
their linen garments because of night garments, the explanation for which is that
they felt that even though the linen garment is obligated in tsitsit they would not
put tsitsit on it for fear that one might come to place tsitsit on a linen garment
that was night clothing which is exempt from the requirement of tsitsit as per
Rabbi Shimon and it would be kilaim, i.e. shatnez, the forbidden mixture of wool
and linen® not in the context of the mitzvah of tsitsit,® and since the Talmud
supplied this reason for the students not having tsitsit on their linen garments and
did not supply other reasons that are explained in Tractate Menachot (40a)2®
where the Talmud is attempting to explain why in Jerusalem the practice was not to
put tsitsit on linen garments, i.e., that the concern for tsitsit on linen garments was a
decree because of indigo, i.e., that people might use improper blue dye and thus be
wearing shatnez without fulfilling the mitzvah, or lest it rip within 3 fingerbreadths
of the corner and one repair the garment in a way that makes the tsitsit violative of the
rule that they must be placed on a pre-existing garment rather than having a garment
built around them, this demonstrates that thus is the law, i.e. that the law follows
Rabbi Shimon in exempting night clothing from the requirement of tsitsit.
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Clearly, this first proof is predicated on the idea that Rabbi Shimon’s compatriots disagreed with the exemption

of 75°% mo>.

2 A number of Tosafot discuss why they halakhah follows Rabbi Shimon, presenting the same arguments

in the appendix below at A5, p. 14.

% As previously noted, Rosh Laws of Tsitsit appears in the Vilna Shas at the back of Menachot.
2 The relevant text of Shabbat 25b is found at Appendix A6, p.A616.

27 The relevant text of Menachot 40a-b is found at Appendix A7, p. 16.

28 Tsitsit must be woolen even on linen garments.

29 Where the mitzvah of tsitsit applies the rule of shatnez is overridden.
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And another proof can be derived from chapter “With What Do We Light” (BT p°%7 nn2 p1on R 7w
Shababt 27b)% from that which is said in the discussion of a 3 x 3 handbreadth nxp7 ®mn @ ™m 77)
cloth, where it argues “just as we include all clothing for matters of impurity, °> 7997 '3 % 37 Pnvawa
let us also including all clothing (and not just wool and linen clothing) with iv% 0>732 9xw 32717 20
regard to tsitsit from the phrase ‘with which you cover yourselves’” (Deut. P> >»1 10271 aRaw
22:12), and Rav Ashi responds, that verse is necessary to include a blind person 1wm1 .72 7020 WRH NOXX
in the obligation to wear tsitsit. And this reading of the verse “with which you mo> ma1% 7% >van Xinn
cover yourself” is in accordance with Rabbi Shimon, and it did not say that the kP X1 w15 1M X110
phrase “with which you cover yourselves” is necessary to include a garment of 1270 wan nHya manb
five or six corners.

In the text of Menachot 43a-43b,%! the Talmud tells us that Rabbi Shimon derived the exemption of night
clothing from “and you shall see it.”®* The Talmud then asks why this verse is not taken to exempt a blind
person from tsitsit, and we are told that Rabbi Shimon understand the phrase “with which you cover yourself”
comes to include a blind person in the obligation of tsitsit. On the other hand, the rabbis are understood to take
“with which you cover yourself” to come to include a five or six cornered garment in the obligation of tsitsit.
Rosh argues that since the understanding of “with which you covered yourself” is consistent with how BT
Menachot understands Rabbi Shimon, it demonstrates that this Talmud accepts Rabbi Shimon’s understanding
of that verse. However, since the differing exegesis ascribed to Rabbi Shimon’s compatriots in Menachot is
predicated on the questionable (per the Jerusalem Talmud) assumption that they did not understand “and you
shall see it” to exempt night clothing, it seems difficult to presume the exegesis used in Shabbat 27b necessarily
adopts the understanding of each party’s exegesis in 43a-43b and thus indicates adoption of an exegesis
consistent only with Rabbi Shimon’s view.

Moreover, the anonymous barayta in the first chapter of Kiddushin (BT p"sa xn»12 ano 7
Kiddushin 33b) that considers tsitsit among the time-dependent commandments Xp7 (2 32 77) PLITPT
demonstrates that the halakhah follows Rabbi Shimon. myn 7T YR Wi

RT3 AT WY

Talmud Kiddushin 33b, text above p. 2, is almost verbatim with the parallel text in Talmud Yerushalmi
Kiddushin, above p. 2, which counts tsitsit among the mitzvot that are not time-dependent. In addition, as noted
in footnote 4, above p. 2, some texts of the Babylonian Talmud either have tsitsit listed as a mitzvah that is not
time-dependent or do not list tsitsit at all. It is also worth noting that the Barayta on Menachot 43a presents
Rabbi Shimon’s view as the minority view.

Moreover, in the first chapter of tractate Zevachim (18b)32 two Tanaim 32 m q7) onar? 2"937 7
disagree; one includes the garment of a blind person in the requirement of X210 Mo> 7277 17 °RIN 29D
tsitsit from the fact that the text says “with which you cover yourselves,” 2WwXn 7°% Xpd1 7M1 705N IWRA
(Deut. 22:12) and the other derives it from “with which,” rather than saying pm7 XX 11275 17207 8P R
his opinion is in accord with the rabbis, rather the Talmud strains to affirm Rzl ol atyth {7y gialsie
both opinions per Rabbi Shimon.

30 The text as printed in the Vilna Shas references page 26b, but it appears 27b is the correct reference. The relevant text of Shabbat
27b can be found at Appendix A8, p. 16.

31 The relevant text of Menachot 43a-b for this purpose can be found in the appendix at A10, p. 17. Other sections of this text are
reproduced with translation as texts 7 and 8, above p. 4.

32 Numbers 15:39.

33 On a related note, it is worth remembering Rashba’s observation, discussed above, from the responsum included below at A4, p. 15,
that not all discussions in the Babylonian Talmud are consistent with each other.

3 The relevant text of Zevachim 18b is found at Appendix A9, p. 16.
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In Zevachim, the Talmud discusses differing opinions amongs among Tanaim as to whether garments of five or
six corners require tsitsit. The Talmud understands the opinion that requires such garments to have tsitsit is said
to derive this from the words “wherewith you cover yourselves,” whereas the second Tanna is understood as
understanding the phrase “wherewith you cover yourself” to function to include a blind person in the
requirement of tsitsit, so that the verse “and you shall see it” can be used to exempt 792 mod. In turn, the first
Tanna is understood as splitting the phrase “wherewith you shall cover yourselves” so as to allow the first part
of the phrase ("wx, wherewith) to include a blind person so that the second part of the phrase (72 1020, you
cover yourself) can still be free to include garments of 5 or 6 corners. Rosh argues that rather than the awkward
splitting of this phrase, the Talmud might have argued that the first Tanna does not exempt night clothing at all.
Since the Talmud “struggles” to conclude that both these opinions hold night clothing to be exempt, Rosh
argues that this discussion supports the conclusion that the halakhah follows Rabbi Shimon. However, in light
of the Talmud Yerushalmi, it seems that the only thing that this discussion really proves is an interest in finding
that all parties exempt 7% mo> from tsitsit, a position with which Rabbi Shimon’s contemporaries may well
have agreed.

Moreover, it is stated in Berakhot chapter “if One Were Reading” (13a), &7 7 P15 NM2122 kT T

“why was the chapter of ‘And it shall be if you hearken,’® placed before
‘And the LORD said,”* because the chapter of ‘And it shall be if you
hearken,” applies whether during the day or during the night while the
chapter of ‘And the LORD said’ which commands wearing tsitsit only
applies during the day, and moreover there (14b), “Rabbi Joseph said,
how wonderful is the teaching that when Rav Samuel bar Yehudah came
to Babylonia he said that in the west, i.e. Israel, they say during the evening
recitation of Shema, “Speak to the Children of Israel and say to them, I am
the LORD your God, True,” i.e., they would say the beginning of the
chapter regarding tsitsit and skip all of the text regarding the mitzvah of
tsitsit since they do not apply at night, “said Abaye, to Rabb Joseph,
“therefore we will begin as they begin in the west i.e., begin to say Numbers
15:37 and following, but since we begin we will also finish, i.e., recite the
entire section without skipping, because Rav Kahanah sad in the name of
Rayv, “if one starts, one finishes,” which indicates that all of the Amoraim
believe that as a matter of law one need not say it i.e., the entire section of
Numbers 15:37 and following since the law of tsitsit does not apply at night
and the law is not established for us like Rabbi Yehudah who put tkhelet,
i.e., the blue fringe of the tsitsit, on the aprons of the women of his house.®
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The Mishnah and Talmud in Berakhot clearly demonstrate an idea that the paragraph of Shema discussing tsitsit
by rights need not be said during the evening because the laws of tsitsit do not apply at night. However, this is
reasonably consistent with a view that clothing designated for wearing exclusively at night is exempted from
tsitsit, and hence this text can hardly be said to be inconsistent with the view of Rabbi Shimon’s disputants as
understood in the Jerusalem Talmud.

It seems to me there is no “smoking gun” Talmudic evidence indicating that the opinion of Rabbi
Shimon was accepted over that of his disputants, although clearly in later years that was what came into
practice. The anonymous voice of the Babylonian Talmud in Menachot 43 clearly sees Rabbi Shimon as a ny7

3 Deut. 11:13-21, commonly known as the second paragraph of Shema.
3 Numbers 15:37-41, commonly known as the third paragraph of Shema.

37 See text of BT Menakhot 43a regarding Rabbi Judah, above p. 4.
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7 (an individual’s opinion contrary to the majority opinion) as to the exemption of 7%°% mo>3, and clearly the
exemption of 7%°%2 mo> is accepted as halakhah in the Talmud. It is an interesting question whether we would
decide the law regarding women and tsitsit in accordance with the by-the-by evidence that the anonymous voice
in the Babylonian Talmud understands Rabbi Shimon as a 7 ny7 or by the Talmud Yerushalmi, in which
Rabbi Shimon and Rabbi Hillah clearly understand that all parties agreed that 7%°% mo> is exempt from tsitsit.
While | would not presume to overturn generally accepted halakhah in this area, | think we can say, at the very
least, that there is a strong argument for women to be obligated in tsitst. As a practical matter, this should
provide an additional basis on which to be welcoming of, if not downright encouraging of, women wearing
tsitsit. Furthermore, for those on the fence as to whether women may make a blessing on putting on tsitsit,
these arguments may be used to bolster the argument in favor of such a blessing.

Some Conclusions

e |t seems that at least early on in the rabbinic period, probably extending at least into the early Amoraic
period, Rabbi Shimon’s opinion to the effect that women were exempt from tsitsit was considered a
minority opinion. However, moving forward it apparently became a fairly universal opinion (it is
unclear if this transition happened during the Amoraic period). The sources of this ruling are not clear
and there is an argument to be made that the halakhah “should” have been decided otherwise.

e The position in favor of women making a blessing on wearing tsitsit may be strengthened by the fact
that there is an argument that the ruling that women are exempt from tsitsit may have been based on
false pretenses.

e There is general agreement that (big H) Halakhically, women may wear tsitsit, though the Ashkenazi
voice in the Shulchan Arukh says that it is haughty for them to do so and thus recommends against it
(Rabbi Karo seems to have consciously declined to mention this line of thought in the Shulchan Arukh).
There is significant debate as to whether a woman may say a blessing upon putting on tsitsit.

e Women who chose to put on a tallit receive reward for doing so.

e To the extent that a woman’s motivations for wearing a tallit are criticized as being improper (an
argument that is in no way adopted here), this criticism seems contrary to Rav’s aphorism that a person
should always do mitzvot even if the person is doing so for personal reasons.

e For purposes of Lechu Neranena, | consulted with our halakhic advisor, Rabbi Martin Lockshin. He
wrote (in part), “I have no problem with women wearing tsitsit if they wish. | know that it bothers some
people. | see that simply as a sociological problem that can be overcome, | hope, with sensitivity and a
gentle approach.” He feels that a woman may say a blessing on wearing a tallit. Regarding whether a
woman should wear a tallit that is more clearly feminine, he wrote that it might be best, but he doesn’t
see it as a deal-breaker.

38 See above footnote 11and accompanying text, p. 4.
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Appendix

Note: Appendix texts labeled with a number are mentioned in the main texts. The other texts are not but
are included here as being of potential interest.
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