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e [f only 770 is ¥"w he doesn’t bless, unless he is certain he can maintain concentration.
o What if there is another Kohen? Two conclusions could be reached.
= The permission to bless if concentration can be maintained applies only if
the ¥"v is the only 172, but otherwise he should not bless even if he can
maintain concentration. This is the inference drawn by later authorities
(and probably makes the best sense) but one could argue for a second
interpretation:

= The Mishnah takes the most extreme case to demonstrate he should not
bless unless he can maintain concentration, but as long as concentration

can be maintained, he can bless.
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e If there is another Kohen then even if he can maintain concentration he shouldn’t go up.
I would say that since the rationale is to avoid losing the blessing, that if the other
Kohen/Kohanim is/are not able to duchan without the ¥"¥ joining that ¥"¥ should do so,
subject to the concentration restriction.

* No mention if the Kohen should go to the Duchan, only that he should move a bit at 7x".

® No one should take over as prompter and to recite Sim Shalom unless he has maintained
concentration and not talked throughout the repetition (implies that if such concentration
could be guaranteed then perhaps that person should take over).
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e He moves a bit at %7 and goes up to the duchan after Mm% 783 7.
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e May imply that one should not prompt for the blessing unless one is capable of taking
over as ¥"w for 12w o°w (Mannn 1" picks up on this implication, though perhaps Tur
means his statement only if the prompter is also doing 2192w D).
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e Notes Tur’s implication that one shouldn’t even prompt if one hasn’t concentrated
throughout the repetition, but seems to understand N7 N7 as saying the second
person need only concentrate if he is saying 217w Dw.
¢ Indicates a preference for the X" returning to his place and finishing the repetition than
for someone else taking over for 2?w 2w (implies that the idea of replacing with
someone else is only if the ¥"¥ can’t keep concentration . . . which begs the question why
he is going up to the duchan in the first place . . . ).
e Notes Agur prefers a replacement for 079w 0°w if that person can maintain concentration
throughout the repetition.
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If there are other 0°1712, the ¥"w shouldn’t bless.

If only 175 is ¥"w he doesn’t bless, unless he is certain he can maintain concentration.
If he is blessing, he moves a bit at 737 and goes up to the duchan after M7132 Ax1 2.
Someone else should prompt him.

o Question: Is this true if he can have a siddur at the duchan? Might be a good idea
because (a) the prompter is considered to have some scriptural support; (b) not
having a prompter may cause a loss of concentration by the congregation who is
used to hearing a prompt).

e Prefers the prompter to continue with 29w 2w if the prompter has maintained
concentration, but otherwise ¥"¥ finishes (not clear from where, but probably from his
original place).
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¢ Even with printed prayer books, the 772 who is X" should only bless if he’s the only 772.
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e Prefers Rashi, i.e. that the 175 who is X" should finish the repetition. Says the other
interpretations are difficult. Itend to agree.
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