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|. MOSHE’S PLEA

After the spy incident, God resolves to destroy the Israelites and build Moshe’s (Moses'’s)
progeny into a great nation. Moshe pleads before God.

Numbers 17:17-18 Nn'— 7' 7109 T' P19 12Tna
(17) Now let My Lord’s strength prevail* as You have 1yix3 417-% n3 X1™772' nhwi (1)
stated: (18) The LORD is slow to anger and of abundant b'ax X i’ (n') X7 maT
kindness, forgiving iniquity and transgression, not N7 Nl VY9l |iy Xyl TON-1|
acquitting,> who visits the iniquities of ancestors on -7y D'3a~7y Niax [iy Ti7d S
children up to third and fourth generations. D'y DY

Moshe is referencing God’s description of Godself during the golden calf incident:

Exodus 34:6-7 T=1 7109 T7 719 NinY
(6) And the LORD passed over his (i.e. Moshe’s) face and &1 1972y I YAy (1)
called: The LORD, the LORD, is merciful and gracious, 32X panI Din) 7% pi* e
slow to anger and of abundant kindness and faithful, (7) ¥ (1) :npx1 TON™211 D'9X
bestowing kindness to thousands [of generations]® w9l |iy X1 ®n'97xY Ton
forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, not acquitting,® |iy ITgd 0’ N7 hizal nxwni
who visits the iniquities of ancestors on children and -7y 032 »32~7v1 b12~7y niax
children’s up to third and fourth generations. D'y DY

The fact that Moshe references a prior biblical text raises unique opportunities and
challenges. When texts overlap, there is clearly an opportunity to use one text to
enlighten our understanding of the other. However, this opportunity also presents
challenges. While the two texts may be in lock step with each other, they may for instance
use common metaphors to express different ideas or even ideas that are at tension with
each other. Therefore, we must both compare and contrast the texts in order to do our
best to understand them as well as possible. Each text must breathe on its own, even as

41t Is notable that Moshe sees God'’s forbearance as an expression of strength.

Rashbam Numbers 14:17 T' 7109 T' 719 12 Tna D"awN
Let My Lord’s strength prevail — To slow your anger, as it is written “One ,qox 7xN7 - ['"'] nd> N2 77120
who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, and one who rules one’s 1ia'an p'ox X 210 MO
emotions [is better] than one who seizes a city.” (Proverbs 16:32) ' I NN wimi

Pirkei Avot 4:1 N NIwn T 719 NIAX NdON 1ivn
Ben Zoma said: Who is strong? One who conquers his emotions as it says, 121 INT'K ... MIX XIT |2
“One who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, and one who rules one’s X 210 MXIY NX' X WADPN
emotions [is better] than one who seizes a city.” (Proverbs 16:32) ToIM INN2 7WIni 12N 0'ox
Y
5 The formula x doesn’t x means that God doesn’t do x. Hence, the phrase np1' X7 njp11 indicates that God
doesn’t do whatever is implied by the verb np), though making it less than clear if God does something else
instead (e.g. JPS renders the phrase “not remitting all punishment” implying that God does, at least to some
degree, remit punishment). We will discuss below the possible meanings of this phrase.
6 1.e. rewarding a thousand generations for good deeds, CF Exodus 20:6 below p. 4.
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other texts may supply some of the oxygen. As we explore the meaning of Moshe’s plea,
we should keep in mind this set of challenges.

[1. 1S “VISITING THE INIQUITIES” MERCIFUL?

God’s declaration in Exodus 34 seems to have two parts, first speaking of God’s mercy
and forgiveness and then speaking of God’s justice, mentioning that God does not acquit
wrongdoers (ng2* N7 njal), even punishing later generations for the sins of earlier
generations. If that is the force of the latter part of God’s declaration, then it is surprising
that Moshe would raise this point while pleading for divine mercy.

One possible solution is to understand the latter part of the God’s declaration as also
indicating a sense of divine mercy. Rashi’s commentary to Exodus 34:7 suggests this
possibility.

Rashi Exodus 34:7 T 2109 17 P19 Ninv "'wn
Not acquitting — According to the plain meaning, itimplies 101w 97 - apa X7 ap
that God does not entirely forgive the iniquity, but rather pvn %y nun ')y ,ynwun
exacts payment (i.e. punishes) slowly. But our sages ovyn Inn yi91 X7x ,1na?
expounded “God acquits those who repent but does not XIn npa 1wAT 11'NIANT .0YN
acquit those who do not repent.” ‘DAY I'RYT7 N1t K71 DYy

Rashi suggests that God spreads punishment out over time in order to ameliorate its
harshness. Although Rashi doesn’t make this explicit, his interpretation of “not acquitting”
seems to be informed by the succeeding phrase “visits the iniquities of ancestors on
children,” seeing that as a matter of spreading out punishment over generations to
ameliorate the harshness of the punishment.” Interestingly, Rashi does not mention this
interpretation in Numbers 14, nor does Rashi attempt to explain why Moshe makes
reference to God’s visiting punishment on progeny. However, several commentators use
Rashi’s understanding of God’s “visiting the iniquities” to explain why Moshe uses this
part of God’s nature in his plea to God. Note that in some of these examples it is clear
that the commentator assumes that Moshe’s reference to this quality means that it is a
guality of mercy and therefore they are seemingly forced (or at least pushed) into this
explanation.

Ramban Numbers 14:17 T 2109 T' 719 12N |"ann
Moshe mentions [that God] “visits the iniquities of ancestors [on ,"nmiax iy T{719" 1
children]” to say that if God chose not to expunge their iniquity, X7 X' Drxw X7
God should visit the iniquities of the ancestors on their children v TIze* Diy  niNNY
in order to spread out [the effects of] God’s anger. (NB: Il am 171 bnma v niax
highly uncertain of how to translate this last phrase). DN' D'ON

7 Note that this quality is potentially even more merciful if later generations can avoid punishment if they
behave better. See discussion in section Ill, below p. 6.
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Bekhor Shor Numbers 14:18 Nn' 7109 T' 719 12 TNA IV DA
Since Moshe mentions [God’s] “visiting the iniquities of v TpI® X0 NN
ancestors on children” [we learn that] this too is a quality of nm nr Da ,nma 7y niax
mercy because [God] doesn’t exact [full] payment from the first X7 vao 1'kw  ,ninnm
[generation] or [second generation] until the fourth TV 2'wian X71 lWXNN
[generation].® SBiynn

Da’at Z’kenim Numbers 14:18 N' 7109 T' 719 127TNA NISOINNA '2yan 0T NYT
Visits the iniquities of ancestors on children. This is a X' ITI.0M2 %Y NIAX 1Y TRI19
quality of mercy, that [God] does not exact payment (i.e. Tv Y391 1'RK¥ D'ANY NN

punish) [completely] until the fourth generation. ... And also nnx |xon Dal ... 'y T
from here you can learn that “not acquitting” is also a quality nTa np» X7 n@pT N9
of mercy, since Moshe references it here. 'NON N7 2'wnTn 0N

God accepts Moshe’s plea, saying 702712 'nn70 (I have pardoned according to your
words”) but declares that the generation at fault for the spy incident will not enter the land:

Numbers 14:33 a7 71109 T 779 "2 Tna
Your children will wander the wilderness for forty years n'yaix haT1na n'ya 1in' 0
and will carry your faithlessness until the last of your Dp~Ty D'MMITNX IXWI NI
carcasses lie in the wilderness. 127N DMA9

In the JPS commentary, Professor Jacob Milgrom notes this could be direct application
of visiting the sins on the children in a way that results in relative mercy toward the sinners.

The theory that God'’s “visiting the iniquities” has a merciful aspect has one very significant
problem, which is that the first time we meet this quality, which is in the Ten Declarations
(Ten Commandments) it is quite clearly presented as a harsh reality designed to warn the
Israelites to remain faithful to God’s commandments:

Exodus 20:5-6 1-0 2109 D 719 NInY
(5) Do not bow down to them (idols) nor worship them, for | ~71 Bp%7 nJnRYn-x7? (n)
the LORD your God am a jealous God who visits the X 3'07-X 1! '9IX 2 hJayn
iniquities of ancestors on children up to third and fourth -7y D927y nax |iy TP N
generations for those who scorn Me (6) and does kindness (1) :* Xiw'7 D'waY 71 D'y
to thousands [of generations] for those who love Me and k7 D'977 ToD nwyI

.....

keep My commandments. INIYN NYH

8 Similarly:
T /9 12T 781NN

N7W NIN7¥ Y20 NI'NY7 D .02 7Y NI (1Y TRI9 NNRY NN 09X X 11'N7-X NNRY R 1201
INRY 17011 "N WY 27NN [DIXA IYIT IRYI 11D A1 112 791 117V 1WAy TI9N nIya Xuinn n'7d!
NN 17 IRY' X7 TN 21NN 72 Y19 DXY 2NT 'N1D 978N DTN 7V 21N 17 W'Y MDD KINL."1ya mnt X721
N'N'Y [9IXQ INK V' 112 [21 INK YD 11211 2INN Y2 RIDYID'WY INY AWSN' 117V 'min i1 n'ne

A7 Nt NNt 1o yao1 ainn
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Hakham Sasson writes, “In the context ‘visiting the sin’ is surely being represented as a
manifestation of divine jealousy ... rather than forbearance. For some, its decalogue
sense influences the way they look at all occurrences of ‘visiting the sin.”” (citations
omitted) Hakham Sasson notes Professor Milgrom’s comment in Excurses 32:

[l]n the Decalogue ... a quality of mercy has no place in the demand for
retribution ... Here, then, it cannot mean a transfer of punishment but its
extension to the children ... Thus, to judge by the Decalogue, there is no
way that the doctrine of retribution can be interpreted as an aspect of God’s
mercy.”

| would also note that if “visiting the iniquities” means spreading punishment over multiple
generations, then logically the parallel “bestowing kindness to thousands [of generations]”
should mean that the reward for good deeds is thinned out, which would significantly
reduce the beneficence of this rule overall.

In Excurses 32 Professor Milgrom explains Moshe’s comfort with mentioning God’s
punishing children in a different way. It is not a plea for forgiveness so much as a plea
that God continue God'’s relationship with the Israelites. “Moshe is quite content to invoke
the dreaded doctrine of vertical retribution, provided that salah will also be dispensed,
justice will be tempered by mercy, and God will continue as Israel’s God and fulfill the
promise of His covenant.”

More simply, it is possible that Moshe simply quotes God’s attributes (more or less) in
their entirety, accepting the bad (God’s exacting just punishment) with the good (God’s
being kind and merciful).

Note also that to the extent God’s “visiting the iniquities” always carries a harsh meaning,
this might also indicate that the statement that God “nj7a2' X7 njn, does not acquit” should
also be read more harshly.
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[ll. CAN LATER GENERATIONS AVOID PUNISHMENT?

God’s “visiting the iniquities of ancestors on children up to third and fourth
generations” raises serious questions of fairness. Should descendants be punished for
the sins of the ancestors?® Yechezkel (Ezekiel) and Yirmiyahu (Jeremiah) stress that a

person is punished for her or his own sins:

Yechezkel 18

Nn' 719 INpTN!

(1) The word of the LORD came to me saying: (2) What
do you mean by this proverb which you recite on
Israelite soil saying “Fathers eat sour grapes and the
teeth of the children are blunted?” (3) As | live declares
the LORD God, this shall no longer be your proverb in
Israel. (4) For all souls are mine, the soul of the father
like the soul of the son are mine — the soul that sins is
the one that shall perish.

(20) The soul that sins shall die, the son shall not bear
the iniquity of the father and the father will not bear the
iniquity of the son, the righteous person’s
righteousness shall be upon him, and the evildoing of
the evildoer will be upon him.

Yirmiyvahu 31:28-29

"N () DR X PEAT D (K)
-2y nfn 7¢nn Ny b'vin bnx )Y
102 179N NiaX K7 XY NN
DX} IXT'D (2) NN DD Y
Yn TV D7 DN Pt TN
1 (T) v ngn 7ynn
|20 U921 AN U2 NI 7 NiYoI

NN KD NRVND YIN NINTY

N7 |2 ninn X' DRVND Y9I ()
|20 Jiy2 X' N7 QX XD |iy2 KY!
YU NYYN| IR 1YY 7T Dz TY

A 117V VYN

VY-Nd PI09 X7 719 I

(28) In those days [people] will no longer say “Fathers ate Tiyv NnN'~N7 Dan oma (Nd)
sour grapes and the teeth of the children are blunted.” :n)'njn D112 'AY) 102 17)X NIAX
(29) Rather, each person will die for his own sins, each -7 mn! niya ¢'x"ox '3 (V1)
person who eats sour grapes — his teeth will be blunted. 1Y NYI'DZA 102N 7NN DTN

The Talmud exhibits two strategies in responding to the juxtaposition of the “visiting the
iniquities” doctrine to Yechezkel’s and Yirmiyahu’s rejection of the concept that children
suffer for the sins of parents.

Rashi succinctly summarizes one approach. Commenting on the statement in Exodus
20:5 that God “visits the iniquities of ancestors on children up to third and fourth
generations for those who scorn Me,”*° Rashi writes:

Rashi Exodus 20:5 D 109 3 P19 NN "wn
Those who scorn Me — [This is to be understood] according to its ,miand - '"xawy
Targum (i.e. the Aramaic translation of the Torah) [which is to say that nwyn |'TRIRWD
children suffer for the iniquities of their parents] when they hold on to

(i.e. continue) the [evil] deeds of their ancestors.!?

? Note that some arguments could be made for the fairness of this rule. For instance, if fear of retribution
on one’s children was a sufficient deterrent to wrongdoing, later generations might in fact benefit from the
deterrence more than they suffer from being punished for a prior generation’s misdeeds.

10 The text of this verse can be found above at p. 4.
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DN'MIAN
Ipprm

This is to say that a person only suffers for the deeds of ancestors if that person continues
those evil deeds. Rashi’s reasonably reads “those who scorn me” to refer to the progeny,
rather than (or in addition to) the original evildoer.'? This read is perhaps informed by the
fact that although Yechezkel 18 says that a righteous person’s evil son dies and the
evildoer’s righteous son lives,'® Yechezkel never explicitly addresses what happens if a
righteous person has a righteous child or wicked person has a wicked child. Thus, the
“visiting the iniquities” doctrine is read in light of Yechezkel and Yirmiyahu's declarations
and vice versa. However, as we have discussed, while reading one text in light of the
other may be enlightening, it can also obscure the message of one or the other text by
failing to let each text breathe on its own. One Talmudic discussion, which ultimately
adopts the Targum/Rashi approach, begins by quoting Rabbi Yose, who apparently took
a different approach to these texts, concluding that a righteous person could suffer for the
sins of a wicked parent.

11 Rashi also reads a similar meaning into the reference to “visiting the iniquities” in Exodus 34:7:

Rashi Exodus 34:7 T 2109 T2 P19 NinY "'wn
Who visits the iniquities of ancestors on children — When they hold op'Tnixw> - pma %y niax Wy 1779
on to the [evil] deeds of their ancestors, as has already been explained wa'® 720w ,Dn'T2 DAMIAR NWYN
in another text “to those who scorn Me.” (Exodus 20:5) IRAYYT (DD NMY) INR XN

Hence, Rashi understands Exodus 34:7 in light of the word 'xa1w?7 (to those who scorn me) in Exodus 20:5,
which is quite reasonable. On the other hand, it is possible that there is a reason why this term is not used
in 34:7. Itis also possible to argue that the fact that 'xa1w% does not appear in 34:7 (nor in our parashah at
Numbers 34:18) suggests the word is not as vital to the meaning of “visiting the iniquities” doctrine as
Rashi’s interpretation would suggest.

12 A similar conclusion can be made regarding the reward of one who does good in the phrase in Exodus
20:6, above p. 4 “and does kindness to thousands [of generations] for those who love Me and keep My
commandments.” Similarly:

Deuteronomy 7:9 L {7109 T P19 DT
And you shall know that the LORD your God is the God, the faithful = ™-xn D'i7-X0 XD 'D7-N 217" DY TY
master who keeps his covenant and kindness to those who love Him  mu'# 1r20K7 70N Nan MY Hxan
and follow His commandments, up to a thousand generations. NIT QXY 1'iyn Inixn

13 Yechezkel also notes that an evildoer can avoid his negative fate by repenting and that a righteous
person’s good deeds will not save her if she turns to evil.
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X TINY T 9T NID1A Ndon 723 Tin'h

Rabbi Yohanan said in the name of Rabbi Yose: Moshe asked for
three things from the Holy One Blessed Is He and [God] granted
him [his request]. ... Moshe said before God: Master of the
Universe! Why is there a righteous person who has good [things
happen] to him, a righteous person who has bad [things happen]
to him, a wicked person who has good [things happen] to him and
a wicked person who has bad [things happen] to him? God said
to Moshe: A righteous person who has good [things happen] to
him is a righteous person [and the] son of a righteous person, a
righteous person who has bad [things happen] to him is a
righteous person [and the] son of a wicked person, a wicked
person who has good [things happen] to him is a wicked person
[and the] son of a righteous person, a wicked person who has bad
[things happen] to him is a wicked person [and the] son of a wicked
person.

Master (i.e. Rabbi Yose) said: A righteous person who has good
[things happen] to him is a righteous person [and the] son of a
righteous person, a righteous person who has bad [things happen]
to him is a righteous person [and the] son of a wicked person. Is
this so? For it is written, “visits the iniquities of ancestors on
children,” and it is also written, “Fathers shall not be killed for [the
misdeeds] of children, and children shall not die for [the misdeeds]
of parents.”* We pit one text against the other and respond: It is
no difficulty - this [verse which speaks of “visits the iniquities”
refers to] when they hold on to (i.e. continue) the [evil] deeds of
their ancestors while this [verse which says children should not die
for the misdeeds of parents refers to] when they do not hold on to
(i.e. continue) the [evil] deeds of their ancestors. Rather, this is
what [God] said to Moshe: A righteous person who has good
[things happen] to him is a completely righteous person, a
righteous person who has bad [things happen] to him is not a
completely righteous person, a wicked person who has good
[things happen] to him is not completely wicked, and a wicked
person who has bad [things happen] to him is completely wicked.

27 DIYN [NIF 20 NI
Ypa 0T nwhv or
N2 WITRN 19'M nwn
M .. 17 Ml RID
D71y 7w nnan m9s
17 2101 P'TY W' NN 119N
YU W 1T VI T W
217 v ywn w17 1ol
Q101 U7X ,NWnN (17 X
PN T 2 TN - 17
YU 2 Y - 17 v
[2 ywI - 17 2101 yuN
ywn - 17 V1 ywN Ty

V[ Jalh!

- 17 2101 YT¥ N0 X
VAL 2YTY L, TY 2 Ty
PN YOO 2T - 17
NIAX [IY TP9 227D Kl
X7 D212 ,0m Y
A1 nIax v omnre
X7 p1wni FTTAN 'Ry
['TRINYD - NN ,N'WUP
,0N'T'2 DN'NIAXK NWYN
NYYN 'TNIX |'RKYD - KN
,X7X DT D'
Q101 PUTY N7 MRPE DN
VALY ma Ty - 19
N NRY Ty - 19
1'RY YN - 17 2101 YyUN
ywa - 17 V11 ywn 1ina
LN 0T XA'791.11na

NN N NKT

Rabbi Yose’s teaching (quoted by R. Yohanan) seems to be clearly at odds with the
declaration of Yehezkel and Yirmiyahu and consistent with a more harsh interpretation of
the “visiting the iniquities” doctrine. Rabbi Yose bar Hanina, a student of Rabbi Yohanan
puts a finer point on this:

14 Deuteronomy 24:16. Full text below p. 9. Note this text refers to the acts of a human court and not to
divine punishment, as we will discuss further below.
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Babylonian Talmud Makot 24a N TInY 1D QT Nidn Ndon 721 TIn'1n
Rabbi Yose bar Haninah said: There are four decrees yaax :X1an " 'oI' " X
which our teacher Moshe decreed upon Israel which four ,7x w2y 1121 nwn A NN

prophets came and voided. ... Moshe said: “visits the ... .nI70'a1 D'x'21 NY2IXR 1K
iniquities of ancestors on children,” Ezekiel came and %y niax (v TpI9 NX nwn
voided it: “The soul that sins shall die.” woIN :N70"1 NPT X2 ,0M]

JINN X' NXRLVINN

IV. EMULATING GOD?

Rambam Laws of Personality 1:6 11270 X 719 nyT N 0"ann
Just as God is called gracious, you, too, should be ,jan ' ANX X AN X7 KD NN
gracious, just as God is called holy, you, too, should ,ninnn'n ANX X DINY K71 KID NN
be holy. In this manner the prophets referred to God n'n NNX QR WITE K7 KN NN
with all these references, slow to anger, abundant in 7-X7 n'x210 X7 IT T 201 ,WIT7R
kindness, righteous, forthright, pure, powerful, strong, Ton 271 D'9X X 1100 NIX 702
etc., to teach that these are the good and upright ,|na XXI'2I 2TN1 12 DN W PTX
paths and a human being is obligated to conduct a*nI D'l DIV DT (AW YTINT
oneself in those manners and to imitate God as much "2k ninTn'21 [D2 MYy a'NIn7? DX
as one is able. N> '9>

<CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE>
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Hakham Sassoon notes that Rambam (and | would note Talmudic parallels®) do not
encourage humans to emulate God’s characteristic for vengeance'® or for “visiting the
iniquities.” To the contrary, such behaviors are generally forbidden to humanity:

Leviticus 19:18

n' ;72109 V' 75 X'l

Do not take revenge nor bear a grudge against your

kinsman, love your fellow as yourself, | am the LORD.

QY YA N IONNY| DPNTNY
L7 aX N2 QY17 PADKI

15 As noted by Hakham Sasson, Rambam’s comment seems to be based on the following statement in the

Talmud:

Babylonian Talmud Shabbat 133b

2 Tiny A%7 9T Naw ndon 711 Tinn

Abba Shaul says: “And | will extol Him” (Ex. 15:2) — emulate God:
Just as God is gracious and merciful, you, too, be gracious and
merciful.

A similar sentiment is expressed here:

Babylonian Talmud Sotah 14a
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Rabbi Chamma bar Chaninah said: What is the meaning of that
which is written, “Walk after the Lord Your God”? (Deut. 13:5) Is it
possible for a human to walk after the divine presence? Is it not
already written, “For the LORD your God is a consuming fire”?
(Deut. 4:24) Rather, the text means to reflect (lit. “walk after”) the
qualities of the Holy One, Blessed is He. Just as God clothes the
naked, as it is written, “and the LORD God made for Adam and his
wife leather cloaks and clothed them” (Gen. 3:21); you, too, clothe
the naked. The Holy One, Blessed is He, visited the sick, as it is
written (immediately after Abraham’s circumcision), “the LORD
appeared to him in Elonay Mamre” (Gen. 18:1); you too, visit the
sick. The Holy One, Blessed is He, consoled mourners, as it is
written, “And it was after the passing of Abraham and God blessed
Isaac his son” (Gen. 25:11); you, too, console mourners. The Holy
One, Blessed is He, buried the dead, as it is written, “And God buried
him (i.e. Moshe) in Gay” (Deut. 35:6), you, too, bury the dead.

For a related discussion see my sermon on “Cultivating Our

ark.net/rabbi/2016vyky.pdf.
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The LORD is a jealous and vengeful God, The LORD takes revenge
and is wrathful; the LORD takes revenge on His enemies and bears
a grudge toward His foes.
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Deuteronomy 24:16
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Fathers shall not be killed for [the misdeeds] of children, and
children shall not die for [the misdeeds] of parents, each shall die

for one’s own sins.’

However, Rabbi Yoseph Ibn Kaspi (1279-1340) suggests that

vengeance in human behavior:

Mishneh Kesef Volume 2 Leviticus 19:1818
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Do not take revenge nor bear a grudge against your
kinsman. Yoseph says: These commandments are
primarily intended for the masses, because it is known
that the masses only concentrate on current matters and
many vanities, and that is where their concentration is.
But the path of the exceptional individuals is different —
even when they concentrate on current matters, their goal
is spiritual ends. Therefore, the purpose of the
commandments is not the same for the masses as for the
[exceptional] individuals, and therefore the sages taught
“any wise sage that doesn’t take revenge like a serpent is
no sage” (BT Yoma 22b-23a).1° If this is the case, the
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Hizkuni Exodus 34:17
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Visits the iniquities of ancestors ... and that which is written
“Fathers shall not be killed for [the misdeeds] of children” refers to
an earthly court, while here [God is addressing what happens] in the
heavenly court.
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Note n"n nn footnote notes that Hizkuni provides a different explanation at Exodus 20:4.

18 Text above typed by myself from text available at https://hebrewbooks.org/9459. Here is an image of the

text | typed, in case of any typos.
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Blessed One’s nature is that he takes revenge and bears v ppn xinw Nt rmnpNN
grudges, and the Torah commands us “and walk [in God’s TI0 |'ayn N7 ,N2701 NN NINNI
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all of the Torah which cannot be explained. W9y

Hakham Sassoon:

[Dlivine NQM (vengeance) may indeed be synonymous with divine justice
... In the all-righteous Hands, retribution by any name is fair, impartial, and
tempered with mercy. But as we know too well, in human hands anything
that goes by the name NQMH is depravity. Hence, we would not expect its
fostering to be advocated by Torah. And, as we have seen when Rambam
lists those traits that should be adopted by man, ‘who must try his utmost to
walk in God’s ways,’” sure enough, NQMH finds no place in that league.

[Regarding Kaspi’'s comment] ... These 13 [attributes] alone are understood
to be alluded to in the exhortation at Dt. 28:9 ‘to walk in God’s ways.” To
presume to emulate any additional divine attribute without explicit
authorization smacks of impudence rather than piety. And when the
attribute in question has been plainly proscribed, the impudence borders on
treason. ...

As for his Talmudic citation, it is equivocal to say the least. ... 28:9 ... is
addressed to all Israel. ...

[Alny proper appraisal of the Yoma citation cannot — in our submission —
ignore the context, viz., the discussion of Saul’s excessive humility. ... The
Talmud feels that such self-effacement as displayed by Saul is dangerous
in a leader because it can be mistaken for weakness and invite attack. ...

[Hakham Sassoon continues to demonstrate the use of NQM in Yoma is
hyperbolic]

(citations omitted)

We have an obligation to pursue justice on earth, to protect ourselves from the
wrongdoing of others, and even a right to seek redress when we are wronged by others.
However, only God’s vengeance can be counted as justice. Similarly, there is no place
for visiting the iniquities of ancestors on children in human behavior.
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