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Introduction
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Who is the gossiper? This is the one who seeks information and goes from here to there and says
"This is what so and so said,” "This is what | heard about so and so," even though it is true, this
person destroys the world. There is a much greater sin which is part of this prohibition, which is
yIn Y, which is one speaks in denigration of his fellow, even though he speaks the truth, but
one who lies is called "one who causes a bad name for this friend," but the barer of yan b is
the one who sits and says "this is what so and so did, and this is what his forbearers were like,
and this is what | heard about him, and he speaks words of denigration, regarding this scripture
says, "May 'n cut off all flattering tongues, every tongue that speaks of arrogance.” (Psalms 12:4,
trans JPS.)
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The rationale of this commandment (not to gossip), is that God desires the good of the creations
which God created, and commanded us this so that there be peace among us, because gossip is a
reason for fights and quarrels.

The Significance of the Intent of the Communication
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What is an example of yan pw9? Rabbah said: For instance, when one says "There is a fire in so
and so's house." (Rashi: Implying that the person is rich, and thus always has a fire going)
Abayay responded to him: What has he done? He only revealed information! Rather, it is when
it comes out in a derogatory language, that he said "Where do you find a fire? At so and so's
house [who has meat and fish].
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In any event, it appears that all this is in a manner where one only intends to sully his fellow and
denigrate him, but if he intends for some clear benefit, or to avoid injury, it is permitted. And a
proof of this comes from what Maimonides writes (Laws of the Murder, 1:14, and this is his
language): Anyone who can save his fellow and does not save him, transgresses "do not stand
by your brother's blood™" (Leviticus 19:16), therefore if one sees his fellow drowning in the sea,
or robbers are coming upon him, and he can save him, or if he hears that people are plotting evil
against him and setting a trap for him, and did not turn the ear of his fellow to tell him, he has
transgressed that which it says, "do not stand by your brother's blood." End of quote (of
Maimonides).

Privacy of the Communicated Information

There is a common understanding that anything that is public knowledge may be disseminated
and discussed without concern that it is Lashon Hara. Is this the case?
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Rabbah bar Rav Hunah said: Anything that is stated before three [people], does not implicate
yan yvwo. Why? Your friend has a friend, and your friend's friend has a friend.
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Stated before three - That the owners (of the information) stated it before three [people], one
who reveals it (subsequently) it is not yan yw5, because this one made his intent clear in the first
place, because if he revealed it, he was not concerned that it would be known . . .

It seems that Rashi understands the "public knowledge" rule to apply not to the idea that the
information is known publicly and therefore may be passed on, but that the original source
stated information (presumably about him/herself) in a public forum, and therefore the
information was not considered confidential. This also seems to be the understanding of the
following commentators.
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Anything stated before three - because the first one who said it before three [people], if one of
them went and told it, yan ywb is not implicated because it is with this understanding that [the
original person] says it before three, for he does not worry that the matter becomes public . . .
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That is stated before three [people], does not implicate y4n pwy - If they (the audience) go
and repeat to him "this is what so and so said about you."
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... And if these things were spoken before three people, the matter has already been heard and
known, and if one of the three retold it another time, yan WY is not implicated, provided he did
not intend to spread the news and make it more known.

There is some agreement that even if the matter was spoken of between a number of people, if it
were clear that the matter was intended to be kept private, then it may not be discussed further.
See nynn man based on R TINY RY 97 PITMO NOON *Haa TINHN and Mwn qol, attached as
an appendix to this compilation.

Know Your Audience
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Rav Dimi the brother of Rav Safra taught: A person should never speak well of his fellow,

because from speaking about his good (facets) may come to [speaking about his] bad (facets).
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Come to [speaking about his] bad (facets) - For when he speaks about his good facets too
much, he himself may say "except for this bad attribute that he has," or others may hear that he is
praising (this person) and say "but isn't his nature thus and such.”
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A certain folded [deed] came before Rabbi [Judah the Prince], and Rabbi said: There is no date
on this! Rabbi Shimon son of Rabbi said to Rabbi: Perhaps it is hidden in the folds. He ripped
[the deed] and saw it. He then looked at him disapprovingly, and he (Rabbi Shimon) said to him:
| did not write it, Rabbi Judah Chayatah wrote it. He (Rabbi) said to him (Rabbi Shimon): Desist
from this yan ywo. Once he (Rabbi Shimon) was sitting before him (Rabbi), who completed a
section of the Book of Psalms. Rabbi said: How good is this writing! He (Rabbi Shimon) said to
him (Rabbi): | did not write it, Judah Chayatah wrote it. He (Rabbi) said to him (Rabbi
Shimon): Desist from this yan ywb. This is well there (in the first story), that it was yan w9, but
here, how does yan v apply? As Rav Dimi said: for Rav Dimi the brother of Rav Safra taught:
A person should never speak well of his fellow, because from speaking about his good (facets)
may come to [speaking about his] bad (facets).
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Come to [speaking about his] bad (facets) - To denigrate him, while increasing his praise we
mention some of his faults.
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There are those things that are shades of yan pwY . . . anyone who speaks well of his fellow
before those who dislike him, this is a shade of yan w9 because he causes them to speak in
denigration of him. . . .
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There are those things that are shades of yin ), etc. Anyone who speaks well of his
fellow, etc. The third chapter of Arachin, and Rif cited it in Chapter "With What Do We Light"
(Shabbat 14a in Rif's pagination), A person should never speak well of his fellow, because from
speaking about his good (facets) may come to [speaking about his] bad (facets). Our teacher
explains that this [applies when speaking] before those who dislike him, and it says thus: from
praising him, it comes to denigrate him, because those who dislike him will say "it is not so,
instead instead he has this characteristic,” but before those who like him, it appears from our
teacher's words that it is permitted.



Is Maimonides, at least as understood by Kesef Mishnah consistent with the Talmud? Do we
presume that Rabbi Judah the Prince or at least some in his audience disliked Judah Chayatah?
Is this the way Rashi and Rashba"m understood it?

Letting Our Guard Down

Note this piece continues the discussion of "Shades of y7n pwH."
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... So too, one who speaks yan 1w by way of humor or levity, i.e. that he does not say it with
dislike, this is what Solomon said: "Like a madman firing deadly firebrands and arrows . . . and
says '‘Am | not only joking?"'. (Proberbs 26:18)

What About Hearing yn pwb?

Should we simply turn a blind eye (er, ear) to yin Y and avoid it at all costs, or are there
some circumstances, at least, where we should take some notice? The Talmud seems to take a
nuanced approach.
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Rav Sheshet said in the name of Rabbi Eliezer ben Zariah: Anyone who speaks yin w9, and
anyone who receives yin 1Y . . . is fit to be sent to the dogs, as it says "you shall send it
(unkosher meat) to the dogs" (Exodus 22:30), and it says after that, "Do not take up a false
report” (Exodus 23:1, the next verse) . . .
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Anyone who receives y4n pwb. That he receives it and believes it about his fellow, even though
receiving it is no question, the question is about paying it heed, as is explained in Tractate
Niddah.
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... "And the pit where Yishma'el sent all the corpses of the men whom he had slain at the hands
of Gedaliah™ (Jeremiah 41:9). Did Gedaliah kill them? Didn't Yishma'el kill them? 1t is because
he could have worried about the advice of Yochanan ben Korach (who told Gedaliah that
Yishma'el wanted to assassinate him, see Jeremiah 41:13 and following) and he did not worry -
scripture treats him (Gedaliah) as if he killed them (Gedaliah's entourage). Raba said: yan 1w,
although we don't need to accept it, we must worry about it.

Appendix - Disclosure of Confidential Information Shared By 3 Or More People
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