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To the Editor:
Shame on O.U. Senior 'ce

President David Luchins for manip
ulating the vodng process at the
organization’s convention and
abusing his influence with teenage
delegates (Unorthodox tactics at
the OU convention; Dec. 19, 2008).

Instead of glossing over the
incident, the OU leadership
should dismiss Luchins immedi-
ately. Rather than trumpet the
importance of youth involvement,
which no one disputes, they
should emphasize the despicable
example Luchins has set for our
well-intentioned teenagers and
future Jewish leaders.

Perhaps Luchins, a fonner aide
to Senator Daniel Patrick Moyni-
han, should consider a political
position in which his sleazy tactics

l

might be more appreciated. I
understand Illinois may be look-
jng for a new govemor.

JOSHUA SCHEIN
Woodmere

A balanced report
To the Editor:

Thank you for your balanced
and informative reporting on the
discussions of the nexus between
hashgacha and ethical behavior
within the Kosher food industry (A
Kosher Quandry Dec 19, 2008.)

Whether hashgacha compa-
nies should “branch out” into
ethical oversight is an interest-
ing question. However, hashga-
chot have long been “branching
out” to impose their will on
other religious and social ideals.

Last year, due to extenuating
circumstances, I allowed my
synagogue to ru_n its annual din-
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All or nothing vs. something for everyone

inally, there is an indisputably positive
development in the drama over the ven-
erable Shulamith School for Girls in
Brooklyn and its much younger sister

school, Bnot Shulamith ofLong Island.
A group ofparents has come forward that

is committed to peacefully negotiatingwith
the school administration to develop an out-
come inwhich viable branches of the school
continue to exist in both Brooklyn and on
long Island, each in its own modern home.
Their first public act was to announce that an
auditor has been engaged to determine the
true state of the school's finances, which have
been kept secret until now, arguably in viola-
tion ofhalacha that requires a gabbai
tzedakah to maintain open books.

Another group ofparents has already done
a great deal to lay the groundwork for a settle-
ment. For one thing, by going to Bet Din and
seeking civil court intervention, they fi1ist1at-
ed the possibility of a quick sale, and very like-
ly saved the Brooklyn school, attended by
some 500 girls. Many of them are the nieces
or grandchildren ofBnot Shulamith parents or
supporters, or other long Island residents.

The first group arguablywent wrong in its

increasingly shrill, extremist tone, leaving
room for other Brooklyn parents to seek a
more practical strategy.

No, itwould not be proper for a Bnot Shu-
lamith parent to seek the demise of the Brook-
lyn branch simply to finance a shiny, mortgage-
free newbuilding in the Five Towns—and
those who hold such views ought to reconsider
his or her priorities. Similarly, however, it is just
wrong for a parent in Brooklyn to pretend that
Bnot Shulamith is not a legitimate part of the
institution—and categorically unworthy of
benefiting from a potential windfall from the
sale of real estate— simply because effective
legal tactics have cast strong doubt on the
validity of the current board. Those hundreds
of Shulamith girls in the Five Towns aren‘t a
legal tactic; they‘re Shulamith girls, including
many nieces and grandchildren of parents and
supporters of the Brooklyn branch.

As a general observation, some parents
may find the value ofa Shulamith education
weighted or lightened by the nature of the real
estate the school occupies, but others believe a

Shulamith education for their daughters is
priceless in and of itself. One parent of our
acquaintance has said of the school, “I would
send my daughters to Shulamith if the school
was on the back of a motorcycle.”

That’s the sort ofpassion that has led to
this fight to save the Brooklyn school in the
first place. Most other schools would have
simplywound down their affairs and folded.
Anyone remember Eitz Chaim? Retail stores
stand today on the spot the school used to
occupy in Borough Park.

None of this is to say that the Shulamith
campus in Flatbush is without value. It would
be preferable not to have to sell it, but it may
well be that a sale is in the best interests of the
school— and by school we mean the whole
school—both branches.

We believe thatWord ofpeaceful negotia-
tion is very good news and we encourage
both sides to continue their discussions until
an agreement is reached. It is also our opinion
that an all-or-nothing outcome, of any sort, is
undesirable. We urge all interested parties to
reserve judgment until a deal is made and to
thenjudge the outcome on its merits.

ner, an important fund-
raiser, during the count-
ing of the Omer. My syn-
agogue was later sur-
prised to learn that the
caterer’s hashgacha
would not allow catering
of an event with live
music during the Omer.

Our synagogues expe-
rience was not unique. It
is well known that has-
ghachot often impose
expectations on their
clients, from where the
clients send their children
to school, to how late at
night a restaurant can
stay open. Frankly, I
would prefer if hashga-
chot kept to the business
of overseeing kashruth,
and left these other social
and religious policies to
be made through other
mechanisms, such as the

individual and his or her
halachic authority.

A similar argument can
be made regarding ethical
behavior of kosher busi-
nesses. Perhaps hashgachot
should stick to determining
the kashrt.1th of the food,
and leave the ethical deter-
minations to other mecha-
nisms, such as the Conser-
vative movement’s Hekhsh-
er Tzedek and Uri
L’Tzedek’s Tav Hayosher.

However, if kashruth
organizations are willing to
impose religious and social
demands on their clients, it
is troubling to me that
there is as much reticence
to investigate the ethical
behavior of their clients.
After all, ethical behavior is
a major, if not a para-
mount, religious and social
value in Judaism!

Let the sun revolve around you.

The anicle also reported
that Rabbi Shafran rejected
the Hekhsher Tzedek idea
as “sinful” in “jtunping to
negative judgments.” Rabbi
Shafran did not shy away
from making his own
judgments about the Con-
servative movement.
Arguing that in the
Orthodox world ethical
problems should be
addressed to “the elders,”
Rabbi Shafran said that,
“non-Orthodox rabbis are
based on progression, not
Mesorah and not on
respect for elders.”

I am not familiar with
the “mesorah” that creates
a theocracy in which ethi-
cal decisions are made
only by a privileged few. I
am far more familiar with
the mesorah that inter-
prets that “Have fear of no

man, for justice is G-d’s”
(Deut. 1:17) requires a stu-
dent to speak up when he
believes his teacher is ren-
dering an unjust decision
G3T Sanhedrin 6b).

Rabbi Shafra_n’s pre-
sumption that mesorah
and elders play no role in
the non-Orthodox world is
both preposterous and
offensive. I myself do not
agree with the Conserva-
tive approach to Torah
and Halacha. I feel that as
a movement they have
misapplied the balance
between modernity and
Jewish law. Because of
these differences, I dis-
avowed myself of the Con-
servative movement and
now affiliate with the
Union for Traditional
Judaism (UTJ), a group
that I believe best reflects

authentic Torah and
halacha. Nonetheless, I
believe that the Conserva-
tive movement is sincere
in its attempt to apply
Jewish law and tradition
(mesorah) a_nd the guid-
ance of scholars both
modern and ancient
(elders) to today’s reality.
Where we disagree with
their conclusions, the
halachic world must learn
to express those differ-
ences in terms of reasoned
analysis, and not by jump-
ing to negative judgments.

RABBI NOAH
GRADOFSKY
Long Beach

The writeris Rabbi ofTem-
ple Israel of Long Beach
and a member of the Exec-
utive Board of the Union
for Traditional Judaism.
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