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Does One Wear Tefillin On Chol Hamoed?
Compiled and Translated by: Rabbi Noah Gradofsky

A note from Rabbi Gradofsky: The material below are sources that | feel are importard pathe discussion
on whether or not to wear tefillin on Chol Hamoed. Each person should ctivesuhialachic authority on this
matter. | state my personal conclusions below.

Tefillin Are Not Worn On Days Called "mx" (A Sign)

Babylonian Talmud Eruvin 96a N TINY IN 9T PAYPY NOON I TINON
PINYON =TT DY MXD T2 M +3> MNY+ 39D TINON - DXV DD MNIYA PN DTX N 913 : ININ NDPY 19

ITIN 9N W IR IRY MIN
Rabbi Akiva said: "It [would be] possible that a person [should] wefdlirt on Sabbaths and Yom Tovs,
therefore [the Torah] teaches: 'And it shall be a sign on your(&m 13: 16) - whoever needs a sign [must
wear tefillin], this excepts those [days] which are themselves a sign.

Rashi Eruvin 96a N TV N 9T 1727y NOON Y
DYDY MNIY N ,17APN HY NN DOPITNN DNV PINY YIXY HY MIN DRYND PN IRIWY DD - MIN PIINY )

.D273>2) 92 NN MIN Y (XD MNWY) DNIT ORI N72PN P2 NIX IY 1NV D20
Whoever needs a sign - Days that Israel needs to put up a sigmemoselves to recognize that they hold
steadfast to the Torah of God, this excepts Sabbaths and Yom Tovsanhitiemselves a sign between God
and Israel, as it is written "for it is a sign between me and you."

Maimonides Laws of Tefillin 4:10 > NIDN T P9 NN T90Y NN P20 MIYN 72N
Note: Maimonides wasorn in Cordova, Spain in 1138, and died in Egypt in 1204.

N NSY )N DXV 09 MNIYI MND 7P IINIY PN DT PR 0210 DN MN1AVY . . .
The time for wearing tefillin is the day, and not at night, asays: "And it shall be a sign," and Sabbaths and
Yom Tovs are themselves a sign.

Shulchan Aruch Orach Chayim 31:1 N PYO XD 190 DMN NNIX TV N0
Rabbi Yosef Karo, author of the Shulchan Aruch 'born in Toledo, Spain in 1488, and died in Safed, Israel
in 1575.

.ONYY MNY KT 7PN INKR MN DN 0NN DX MX DNYY DNY 291 P20 NNINY NON VM NIVI
On Sabbath and Yom Tov it is forbidden to wear tefillin, since theypsktves are signs and if we wore on
them (i.e. those days) another sign, it would be a denigration of their sign.

Limitations On Document Production on Chol Hamoed

Maimonides Laws of Yom Tov 7:1-2 2 - X 195N ¥ P9 20 DY MOYN 07anI
TONX UTPN NN YT XIN I YTP XIPN 437D 00 RIPN+ XIPN ININ PNV 12 NI XOW 29 DY G TN DY 1N
NTI2Y NININ DD KDY ,DXIND MATH YNOR[ ] . . ) 995 NYITP 102 PRY DINN M INWI 7P NIV 3T NINRIN NHOUYI
YN 12 MMONX MONRIN ¥ 7295 92T 935 5N DPD M XOY 1T 12 1IONXIIY DT PIYD PIDY 10 DM 12 NNON
NOV T292) ,NMIN PYIY NN TOON DY 7N TN NNIN NWY XD ORY NININ 93 110 19N (2 1I9N) .12 MIMN MONOND

... 7290 NV N D
Chol Hamoed, even though it is not called a day of rest, since it is called "A holy comwdaatd it is the time
of [making] festival [offerings] in the Temple, it is forbiddendo work, so that it not be like other weekdays
which have no holiness whatsoever. . . . And it is only forbidden rabbinjtaltip work]. And not all work is
forbidden like on Yom Tov . . . therefore, there are some forms of worlatbgorbidden, and some that are
permitted. (7:2) And these are they: All work that were it not ahmeng Chol Hamoed there would be some
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great loss, we do them - provided that there not be any great effort involved. . . . .

Note: Tough all agree on the general rule Maimonides statesdoene (e.g. Rashba below) believe that this
rule is Torah derived.

Writing Tefillin on Chol Hamoed

Bavli Moed Kattan 18b-19a N Ty VY -2 TINY N §TIOP TYIN NODN I3 TN
NI PYAN DD PAMI PR .2IND? NT I - DINO 101D PRY ININNRD 1N DX . TYIND 1IN MI0W PAMD PN .7MIVN
IINYS MR PY2ON DTN AMD : ININR DTN’ 3T ... TYINa

Mishnah: We do not write debt documents on Chol Hamoed, but if he [Rashi: the]l@odsn't trust him
[Rashi: the borrower], or if he [Rashi: The scribe] doesn't have wheat - he writes [the debt document]. We
don't write Torah scrolls, tefillin or mezuzas on Chol Hamoed . bbRldah says: a person writes tefillin and
mezuzot for himself [Rashi: In order to fulfill that mitzvah].

N 99101 DWN VN DTN 227 VRN 2T 9I2T L. L. IANYD MHINND) PYAN DTN AMD : PII NN NI [N Ty V> q7]
7N 92 92 N2 N2 YR ,ONRNN 27D 27 71D YNINR INDIID YT 1D7TI 101D 2AMD : TN YD 127 HNNYY AMD) MM 1OV

ANDINY YT DI 13T AMD : 19N ... INDIID T 1DTTI 991 AMD ,1DHN : ININ 17D
Gemara: The Rabbis taught: "A person writes tefillin and mezuzot for &éiims. . according to Rabbi Meir.
Rabbi Judah says: He may engage in a legal fiction and seWwhnisand go back and write for himself. Rabbi
Joseph says: One writes and sells in his normal fashion in ordeupfmort himself. Rav taught Rabbi
Chanananel, though some say it was Rabbah bar Bar Chanah who [tawgGtjdRaanel: The law is that one
writes and sells in his normal fashion in order to support himseffd the law is one writes and sells in his
normal fashion in order to support himself.

Jerusalem Talmud M oed Kattan 82a T/ N0 29 9T 3 P9 JOP TN NOON MLV Tindn
N TV NI N THN PD AN HY NN NI T2 NN 22T 2D PNV IRIN 129 2200 NN RTYINA NN TN W) 72 TN
NYNY AM52 N2 9N RY INNRD NN MINYD NI PO2ON DTN NIN 2MD 27 DY X1DS XNOINN 7PD 1IN PN 27 7Y

A certain person lost his tefillin on Chol Hamoed and came to Rddmr@nel [Korban Ha'edah: Who was a
scribe], and he sent to Rabbi Abba bar Nattan, who instructed him H@&mgour tefillin, and go write yourself
[a set of tefillin].” Rav said to him: "Write [tefillin]dr him." The Mishnah disagrees with Rav [sayina] "
person writes tefillin and mezuzot for himself* [which indicdtesmay not write] for others! He understood it
[the Mishnah] as referring to [one who writes] to set aside [Korban Ha'extale#ring after the holiday, but to
wear them on Chol Hamoed, it is permitted to write even for others].

Wearing Tefillin on Chol Hamoed

Maimonides Laws of Yom Tov 7:13 » 199N T P99 20 DY MOYN 07N

TR POAN DTN 2AMID DAN ,TYIIN TNXY NPRY NININ 1Y NN ... MM PN D90 129X TYINI 1IN0 NON)I
ANDI9 YT OMINRYD 1912 AMD DIN NN D PR ONY . ... MISYD

It is forbidden on Chol Hamoed to write even Torah scrolls, te@iid mezuzas . . . since these are things that

are not for the purposes of Chol Hamoed. But, one writes tefillin for himselfand if he doesn't have what to

eat he writes and sells to others in order to support himself.

Tur Orach Chayim 31 ND 120 D»N NIIX NV
Note: R. Jacob ben Asher was born in Cologne ca. 1269 and died in Toledo ca. 1343
P 7PN 978 NN 11972 NI IMIN PN PO2AN 1T XN ONX I PPONDN W TN DV 121N 1N POYAN 193 IND U7 NAY

: DYDY 7120
Sabbath and Yom Tov is not the time of tefillin, but Chol Hamoed therthase who question if it is the time
of tefillin and wear them without a blessing. And my father nagter of blessed memory would wear tefillin
and make a blessing on them.
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Bet Yosef Orach Chayim 31 ND 9°0 D»N NN GO M2
Bet Yosef is a commentary on Tur and is the magnum opus of Rabbi Yosef Karo, who also peShattkize

Aruch.
DY) MNIY INK IPINNT KON 12N (IR 7177 :19) NP P9 PO MADINT .19 12 PPONDN ¥ TN Hv 1M 2
NDA MIN RIN NINDN NP MIWT TINN 9IN 12ART NINDN NPWYL YPORT DIVN IND MIN DM DNNY DNY DXV
IND INIY PN 21N TN DY IDINT YHIWN (LD JOP TYINT XIND PI92HINMI) N1DIDA INT MDD NNN NYIINI NONT
TN DINT (1770 379 PPIN) MOWYPN PRI NN 7NN KIN PYAN JAT NIV IND THINRT INMNYLY NN NT NN 7RI

RN 25 p e Ba R0
But Chol Hamoed there are those who question if it etc. Tosafot at the end of Chapter "Hakon" (Eruvin
96b s.v. "yatseu") wrote regarding that which we wrote "this exdtet Sabbaths and Yom Tovs which are
themselves called a sing” - "This is not because they arald@mifor work, for even Chol Hamoed which is
permitted to do work there is a sign, on Pesach that eating chametbidden, and Sukkot that one is
obligated [to sit in a] sukkah. However, The last chapter of MoethiKgp. 19a) implies that [on] Chol
Hamoed [one] is obligated in tefillin, however this is not a proof, iee#hose tanaim (= Rabbis contemporary
with or predating the Mishnah) go according to their reasoning, thatebethat Sabbath [and Yom Tov] is a
time for tefillin." And later they (Tosafot) brought a proof fréhe Jerusalem Talmud (Moed Kattan 83) that

[on] Chol Hamoed [one] is obligated in tefillin

D110 DM WA MDVIPR XD NIT 10T NINX ¥I9Y NIANDH TH9°N AN 1Y Y5 aNd (R0 HD PN D) WINIM
21N P229N NMNY TNORY )IN) DY 2IND DXNYN 1902 THY AN NININ NOYYN NIY NPHY IO MINT MNIYT NOMT
1Y POIAN NI TI2NM N2 XD PN PHINY ¥ AN I7NNY PI2T INT WIRIN TVINN

And Rosh (NB: = Tur's fathe born ca. 1250 in Germany, and died in 1327 in Toledo, £) wrote all this and
wrote "Therefore, it is logical to explain our Talmud as not cotfig with the Jerusalem Talmud, and we'll
explain that Yom Tovs, like the Sabbath have the sign of Sabbath observance from doing wdrke' févther
wrote "In Sefer Haittim it is written in the name of a G#oat it is forbidden to wear tefillin on Chol Hamoed."
But Rosh rejected his words and afterwards wrote "there arewhasevear tefillin without a blessing, but the
one who makes a blessing has not been caused a loss (i.e. has not acted improperly). End of quote.

NP D) PrHRDIY TIY ANDT PIPANI 2N TYINN DINT MIOWIVN 1D NI IR IRDT 27 DY AN (.3 P29 H1) Y5 TINM
919y YNINANY MIDWIPT NN DMPDY TN 1P 7NN NI 1592 XD NNINY WIT IV NMINM 1902 1) (T

And the Mordechai wrote in the name of Rabbi Yitschak, that it appedoe a complete proof from the

Jerusalem Talmud that[on] Chol Hamoed [one] is obligated in tefdind he wrote further that "the Sefer
Mitsvot Kattan, and also Sefer Hatreumah explained that thdreason] to wear tefillin on Chol Hamoed

without a blessing, however our teacher Rabbi Meir (Of Rothenberggdaleon them on the bases of the
Yerushalmi that | brought." End of quote.

21% TN MADINN NYT 12) TYINN DINA PN PANIN PRY (197 YD MONPND) ,¥IN YD KX7N) NIWNI AN R’AYIN
972y DN NN N

And the Rashb"a (Barcelona 1235-1310) wrote in a responsum that "we damtefiden on chol hamoed, and
so is the opinion of the Tosafot and so is the opinion of Ra'avad (Rabbi Abraham Ibn Daud) and sticeg prac
End of quote.
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Responsum of Rasbha # 690 NN Y2°0 N PON N7AYIN NNY
952 MON TN DY IVIN MINY .NMIX DN DY PN PRY 1210 NN ONYT NN NORYY TN DY 121N PN NNIN PIYD)
D) NI 1Y (N> 4T 279) NN NXIPN N INMN ONRIN INDIDT TYIND RO RNMININRT NININI . TAND 7INRIN NPNRY NININ
% DY AN 973 TIANIN NYT 1) MODIND DY 1IPMIT NYT 1) .02 N’ §T) DIT NTIAWT RHDP PIST RNYHY *NWA 3D

O NN I TYNI HYIDINT INNYD DN 1IN YPRNY

And regarding wearing tefillin on Chol Hamoed, you asked my opinionel ltifi@t we do not put on tefillin,
since it (Chol Hamoed), too, is a sign. For Chol Hamoed is forbiddeadl fawork that will not be lost [if not
done on Chol Hamoed]. And work [is forbidden] from Torah law on Chol Hamoedl| #ee tanaim bring g
verse in [Tractate] Chagigah. And so do the words at the end bifsthehapter of [Tractate] Avodah Zarrgh
demonstrate. And such was the opinion of our teachers the authors afsdfetTand so too the opinion of
Ra'avad of blessed memory." Even though they permitted writing them on Chol Hamoed. Andactioe pi

Note: The piece of Talmud quoted from Chagigah does show severaluabigdiblical verses to demonstrate
that work is forbidden on Chol Hamoed. However, some other rabbis in inedr'aay that these verses are
not necessary, as the probation of work may be derived by logic. Thoupletkecited from Avodah Zarrah
does discuss a prohibition of work on Chol Hamoed, | am not certain how Resdulm that piece to
particularly demonstrate a Torah prohibition of work.

AN YWIRIN MI2TI TYINN 2INT DMNX ONNIN PN OTIPNHY SINYNYI TYINN 51N DNMNY KOV TI9D 2 5 NN WO
10 2N 12 TYINN DIN2 DAINDNI IWINI 19 IV TYINN HIN2 DAPIND TORY TNXR DN YN T2 PYHIVY 127 INIY ININD
127 DY NYY DI1PA NIAYY NVID 12D 29 M0 W1 NT PT ININI XD )T XTINONIY INNNY ... D73 VIRP PN 900 OTYT

S INNIN NDINA TI 9D MPO9NN AN 12 PYNY 119
And nowadays, all people of Sefarad have practiced not to weaintefill Chol Hamoed, and | heard that
originally they would wear tefillin on Chol Hamoed in accordancé Wibsh's words, and then they found that
Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai* wrote in one statement that it is forbiddemety them on Chol Homed, and
therefore they stopped wearing them on Chol Hamoed, and so wrote mydbtglagker Rabbi Yitschak Karo
of blessed memory . . . [an extended quote of Zohar] and since our Taldhodt dixplain this law explicitly,
whose heart will fortify his heart to actively go against weeds of Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai who spoke so
much on the prohibition of wearing them.

* Moses b. Shem Tov de Leon, a Spanish kabbalist who died in 1305, authored anéébthedZzorah. He
claimed to have found the work as an ancient manuscript authored by Rabbn®ar Yochai. The story is
told that when someone asked for this manuscript, his widow and her datigimexd that no such manuscript
existed. In any event, the insurmountable weight of evidence is ¢hat ¥as not authored by Rabbi Shimon
bar Yochai, but in the 13th century in Spain. See Encyclopedia Judaica.

Shulchan Aruch Orach Chayim 31:2 2 PYD ND 190 01N NNIX MY DY
DW1 73) PY9NA N PAY X N LNIN DN D) TN DIN M0OW HNSYA NN OYONN PN NN NOX 1D D) N’MN2

.MV NN IRY 1D 719122 09 2I1P2 DYDY DYI92ND PRY RIN ,0PIY 71257 TYIN2 DNMNY IR M) 532 PN 197 .(W/KIN
On Chol Hamoed it is also forbidden to wear tefillin for this sae@eson, for the days of Chol Hamoed are also a
sign. Note: (by Rabbi Moses Isserless, 1525/30-1572 Cracow, Poland). Aadsagrthajon] Chol Hamoed
[one] is obligated in tefillin, and thus we practice in all our places to wear therhan@moed and to bless on
them, except that we do not bless aloud in the synagogue like on all other days.



Does One Wear Tefillin On Chol Hamo 7703
Copr. Rabbi Noah Gradofsky 2004

Aruch Hashulchan Orach Chayim 31:4 T PYO XY D0 01N NNIX INDWN TIY
Aruch Hashulchan is a commentary on the Shulchan Aruch written by Raddhiel Michael Epstein
(19th/20th Century): Note this text is not on the CD-Rom, so | typed it myself. Thergeneasors.
DIVN PPANI IONT PO WRIN IND DX PYAN 211N DN NO¥TNY 19NN XY D720 757 7w 077N P9 P11)
OIND HY2 79 121 12 PO 2799 NIINN DIV AN YITIND PO 19) ANNN P2 INM N7INY NONIND NOOR NIN MINDT
VST MMYVIPN 97Y 21NT 1AND [I178] PAYPY) NI DIPONDND H”752 /DINY NI KXY NINY IPD NNINN 19D P7HRD)
UMY NN IOV 1IN Pt
Regarding tefillin on Chol Hamoed, the Talmud, Rif, and Rambam did notianeexplicitly if [one is]
obligated in tefillin or not. And Rosh ruled that [one is] obligatetifillin since the sign is the prohibition of
work, and [on] Chol Hamoed [work] is permitted according to the Torah. Mardechai ruled similarly, and
wrote also that our teacher Rabbi Meir of Rothenberg ruled thus, asid &abbi Yitschak the tosafist, and
Sefer Mitsvot Kattan, and Sefer Haterumah rule that [one should} [t&fillin] without a blessing. And
Tosafot in several places question in this regard. And in Eruvin (8ég)wrote that one is obligated in
accordance with the Jerusalem Talmud of Chapter 3 of Moed Kattan. And theythataihus was the practice.
See there.
NN N¥N) 127 19 92D T7ARIN DIY AN NN I NON H7MN NININT DIWN NVIT PO [¥’IN HD] YN R7AVIN
DNMNY IDIN I’N12T 1IN 'DINA 1I) 19 N¥NY XY 19190V 'DINA HAN |, /OINN DWA 5721 [N /D] DT DN /O3 T7aANIND
T RN N 1MI95Y XN WY NIYMINA
But Rashba in a responsum ruled that [one is] exempt because work oRl@hoéd is forbidden from the
Torah, and he wrote also that Ra'avad believes similarly, whichimgl in Ra'avad in the book "Tamim Deim"
And he also wrote thus in the name of the Tosafot, but in the Tosafot betbre issnot found. And so too the
Tosafot wrote that the Halachot Gedolot forbade wearing [tefibim]Chol Hamoed, see there, but in the
Halachot Gedolot that is before us, this is not found.
112920 MW DNMINY WY P NVHDIN 19°37) DNNIND PRY PO a0 13927 DNINY NONT DOPDION 1aND 1NN 97
79 N2 12NN T2 MWYT MINT 121 1972 NI DN NNY T DXNNN DXDVYNN 9I) DXNMIN PR DYTI90N 921 wnoa
. DIIINRONTIN
And in accordance with the Zohar, [some] decisors wrote thatathglden to wear [tefillin on Chol Hamoed],
and our teacher the Bet Yosef ruled not to wear, whereas our tézabiair Moses Isserless ruled that there is
[reason] to wear and make a blessing silently. And all thedefalon't wear tefillin, and all the Ashkenazim
wear. Except now they wear without a blessing, and this sgfitt do, and many of the great later authorities
have written extensively on this.
M DY RD TAR 7710722 9799 10 M2 PIRNY PRI ONNNY ROW DIIDURN D) 127 PYIYI NN PN TN 9 199
ATTHNN XY DWN 151 AN D03
And therefore, everyone should hold on to his practice. And now many of ltkerfezim don't wear [tefillin],
and there is no [need] to [speak about this] at length. Nonetheléls, sanctuary it should not be done this
one this way, and this one the other way, because of "do not cut yourselves*."
* Taken to mean that one shouldn't cut oneself off from common practice (see e.g. BabVemud Yevamot
13b.

A note from Rabbi Gradofsky: My personal practice is to wear tefillin on Chol Hamoed. |a@rsmarily
becuase the Talmud Yerushalmi gives fairly clear indication téfdlin are worn on chol hamoed. Most
medieval Rabbis also read this as the most likely understandimg dfaimud Bavli. In the face of Talmud
Yerushalmi, | feel that Zohar has no halachic standing. Furtherthergeneral rule is that when there is a
doubt as to whether a Biblical commandment (e.g. tefillin) appliesenv on the side of requiremelpsvo
pNnY 8xn»IRT).  That said, there is little doubt in my mind that tefillin aequired, and | therefore wear
tefillin with a blessing. Were there a legitimate doubt as to the requitehmeight omit the blessing, as we err
on the side of leaving blessings 05pnY m>71 pav). As to theAruch Hashulchan's advice not to part from
common practice, there is a serious question whether one should "fotogvawd" when they are failing to
fulfill Torah law. Finally, it is interesting that Ashkenaziaptice does not staunchly follow Rabbi Moses
Isserless on this issue.



