
REVERSAL OF FORTUNE
How the Course of History 

Was Changed by the Garden of Eden.
A study of the text and the chiastic structure of Genesis 2:4-4:1

Compiled and Translated by Rabbi Noah Gradofsky

What is a Chiasm?

So named for the Greek letter Chi (X), a chiastic structure is an ABCC’B’A” type of structure 

and is quite prevalent in the Bible.  It comes up both within verses, as well as in the ordering of 

narratives.  It often is used to point to the centrality of the concept in the middle, i.e. the concept 

that is repeated twice in a row or only once (if the structure is ABBCB’C’).  Often writing things 

out in a pyramid structure will make this structure clear.  

A simple example of chiastic structure is found in Genesis 9:6 �ְֵפ�  ָ ָ �ָאָד ָ �מ 
 ִי  ֹ �ֵפְ� ַ � ָהָאָד  who 

spills blood of man, by man his blood shall be shed.

A �ְֵפ� ֹ  who spills 

 B � ַ blood

  C of man ָהָאָד

  C’ ָ �ָאָד   by man

 B’ 
his blood ָ �מ 

A’ �ְֵפ�  ָ shall be shed ִי

An example of a broader chiasim is the end of the Book of Samuel, which is essentially an 

epilogue with a number of stories about Kings Saul and David (noted by Norman Gottwald in his 

article on the Book of Samuel in Encyclopedia Judaica).  

A: Famine due to Saul’s massacre of the Gibeonites (2 Samuel 21:1-14).

B: Battle with the Philistines (2 Sam. 15-22).

C: David’s song of victory (2 Sam. 22). 

C’: David’s last words (2 Sam. 23:1-7).

B’: Stories of David’s heroes during the wars with the Philistines (2 Sam. 23:8-38).

A’: Plague due to David’s census (2 Samuel 24).
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I also found a simple but strong representation of the structure of the Book of Esther in Spriggs, 

Introduction to the Book of Esther, http://julianspriggs.com/esther.aspx::

A. Power of Ahasuerus (1:1-3)

   B. Ahasuerus's feast (1:4-6)

       C. Ring given to Haman (3:10)

       C. First decree of king - to destroy Jews (3:14)

           D. Esther's 1st banquet, Haman builds gallows (ch 5)

E. King's sleepless night (6:1)                 TURNING POINT

           D. Esther's 2nd banquet, Haman swings from gallows (ch 7)

       C. Ring given to Mordecai (8:2)

       C. Second decree of king - Jews to defend themselves (8:13)

   B. Jews' feast of Purim (ch 9)

A. Power of Mordecai (ch 10) 

For more information see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chiastic_structure.  Also valuable is 

http://www.inthebeginning.org/chiasmus/xfiles.htm, which includes links to analysis of chiastic 

texts in the Bible (including Christian testament).  Some of these links are quite good, while 

others I find forced.  

In this compilation, we look at the Garden of Eden story (Genesis 2:4-4:1) as a chiasim.  The 

outline for the Chiastic Structure discussed in this compilation comes from Joel Rosenberg, 

"Biblical Narrative,"  in Barry W. Holtz, Ed.Back to the Sources: Reading the Classic Jewish 

Texts, New York: 1993, Summit Books.  This itself was a reprint of the structure demonstrated 

in Joel W. Rosenberg, "The Garden Story Forward and Backward: the Non-Narrative Dimentions 

of Gen. 2-3," Prooftexts 1:1 (January 1981) 1-27.  Note that Rosenberg's work represents the 

story as one large chiasm with one infixed chiasm.  It seems to me there is a good argument 

to represent the structure, instead, as one large chiasm with two infixed chiasms as 

demonstrated below.  Note, however, that this representation would decrease the centrality 

of the sin to the story.
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Structure In Holtz

A: Headnote: "These are the generations . . . " (2:4)

B: No field economy (2:5-6)

C: Man given life, installed in Garden (2:7-17)

D: Man prefers woman over beast (2:18ff)

E: Names (Ish/ishah) express equality (2:23)

F: Etiological summary:"Therefore, etc." (2:24)

G: Human couple "naked and unashamed" (2:25)

H: Serpent promises "eyes will be opened" (3:1-5)

I: Transgression (3:6)

H' The couple's "eyes are opened" (3:7a)

G': They experience shame (3:7b-10)

-----

X God questions man; man points to woman (3:11-12)

Y God questions woman; she points to serpent (3:13)

Z [Serpent is silent]

Z' God passes judgment on serpent (3:14-15)

Y' God passes judgment on woman (3:16)

X' God passes judgment on man (3:17-19a)

-----

F' Etiological summary "For dust thou art . . ." (3:19b)

E' Names (adam/havvah) express inequality (3:20)

D' Man and woman wear skins of beasts (3:21)

C' Man expelled form Garden, denied immortal life (3:22-24)

B': Field economy begins (implied)

A' Birth of a child completes one generation (4:1)

My Suggested Structure

A: Headnote: "These are the generations . . . " (2:4)

B: No field economy (2:5-6)

C: Man given life, installed in Garden (2:7-17)

D: Man prefers woman over beast (2:18ff)

E: Names (Ish/ishah) express equality (2:23)

F: Etiological summary:"Therefore, etc." (2:24)

-----

X  Human couple "naked and unashamed" (2:25)

Y Serpent promises "eyes will be opened" (3:1-5)

Z Transgression (3:6)

Y' The couple's "eyes are opened" (3:7a)

X' They experience shame (3:7b-10)

-----

U God questions man; man points to woman (3:11-12)

V God questions woman; she points to serpent (3:13)

W [Serpent is silent]

W' God passes judgment on serpent (3:14-15)

V' God passes judgment on woman (3:16)

U' God passes judgment on man (3:17-19a)

-----

F' Etiological summary "For dust thou art . . ." (3:19b)

E' Names (adam/havvah) express inequality (3:20)

D' Man and woman wear skins of beasts (3:21)

C' Man expelled form Garden, denied immortal life (3:22-24)

B': Field economy begins (implied)

A' Birth of a child completes one generation (4:1)
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A

ֹהָוה ֱאלִֹהי� ֶאֶר�  ְ �י �� ֲע � �ת ְי ָ �ְרָא�  ְ �ִה ָ  �ַמִי� ְוָהָאֶר�  ֶ �ה ת �ְלד �ת ַה (ד) ֵא
ָ �ָמִי�: ְו

(4) These are the generations of the heavens and the earth upon their creation, 

at the time of the Lord God's creation of the earth and heavens.

B

ִ  י לֹא  ָ  $ֶדה ֶטֶר� ִיְצָמח  ֶ �ב ַה ָ  $ֶדה ֶטֶר� ִיְהֶיה ָבָאֶר� ְוָכל ֵע ִ �יַח ַה ֹכל  (ה) ְו
ֹבד ֶאת ָהֲאָדָמה: ֹהָוה ֱאלִֹהי� ַעל ָהָאֶר� ְוָאָד� ַאִי' ַלֲע ִהְמִטיר ְי

(5) Before any shrubs of the land were on the earth, and before any grass of the 

land sprouted, because the Lord God had not brought rain on the earth, and 

there was no human to work the soil.

ְ (ֵני ָהֲאָדָמה: ָ  ל  ְ �ָקה ֶאת  (ו) ְוֵאד ַיֲעֶלה ִמ' ָהָאֶר� ְוִה
(6) A flow rose from the earth which watered  the entire face of the soil. 
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ֹ +אֵכל: ֹכל  ֹ  ל ֵע� ַהָ ,' ָא ֹמר ִמ ֹהָוה ֱאלִֹהי� ַעל ָהָאָד� ֵלא (טז) ַוְיַצו ְי
(16) And the Lord God commanded the man saying: From all trees of 

the garden you shall eat.
ָ +מ .ת: ֶ 0 / . מ �ת  ְ �י �� ֲאָכְל1ָ ִמ ִ  י   . / 0 ֶ ֹתאַכל ִמ (יז)  .ֵמֵע� ַהַ 2ַעת ט �ב ָוָרע לֹא 

(17) But from the tree of knowledge of good and bad you shall not eat 

from it, for on the day that you eat form it, you will die.

C
ִ 3י� ַוְיִהי  ְ �ַמת ַח ָ (יו ִנ ְ �ַא ַ (ח  3 ִ ֹהָוה ֱאלִֹהי� ֶאת ָהָאָד� ָעָפר ִמ' ָהֲאָדָמה ַו ִ 3יֶצר ְי (ז) ַו

ָהָאָד� ְלֶנֶפ � ַחָ 3ה:

(7) And the Lord God formed the man (ha'adam), dust from the soil 

(adamah) and breathed into his nostrils the spirit of life, and the man 

became a living soul.
ֶ �ר ָיָצר: ָ �� ֶאת ָהָאָד� ֲא  �� ֶ ְ �ֵעֶד' ִמֶ 5ֶד� ַוָ 3 ֹהָוה ֱאלִֹהי� ַ ,'  ַ 6ע ְי 3 ִ (ח) ַו

(8) And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, to the east, and placed 

there the man whom He had formed.
ִ 3י�  ָ  ל ֵע� ֶנְחָמד ְלַמְרֶאה ְוט �ב ְלַמֲאָכל ְוֵע� ַהַח ֹהָוה ֱאלִֹהי� ִמ' ָהֲאָדָמה  (ט) ַוַ 3ְצַמח ְי

ְ �ת �1ְ ַהָ ,' ְוֵע� ַהַ 2ַעת ט �ב ָוָרע:
(9) And the Lord God caused to sprout from the soil all manner of trees 

pleasing to see and good to eat, and the tree of life in the center of the 

garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil.
ִ �י�: ָ �ָעה ָרא ָ (ֵרד ְוָהָיה ְלַאְר ָ  �� ִי ְ �ק �ת ֶאת ַהָ ,'  .ִמ (י) ְוָנָהר ֹיֵצא ֵמֵעֶד' ְלַה

(10) And a river flowed out from Eden to give drink to the garden, and 

from there it split off and became four streams.
ָ �� ַהָ 7ָהב:  ֶ �ר  ָ  ל ֶאֶר� ַהֲחִויָלה ֲא ֹ 8ֵבב ֵאת  ִ (י � �' ה .א ַה ֵ �� ָהֶאָחד  (יא) 

(11) The name of the first is Pishon, which surrounds all the land of 

Chavilah where there is gold
ֹ  �ַה�: ֹדַלח ְוֶאֶב' ַה � ְ ָ �� ַה (יב)  .ֲזַהב ָהָאֶר� ַהִהוא ט �ב 

(12) And the gold of that land is very good, there is also bdellium and 

lapis lazuli
ָ  ל ֶאֶר�    . �: ִ ,יח �' ה .א ַה 8 �ֵבב ֵאת  ֵ  �ִני  ֵ �� ַהָ /ָהר ַה (יג) ְו

(13) And the name of the second river is Gichon, which surrounds all 

the land of Cush.
ֹהֵל1ְ ִקְדַמת ַא  � .ר ְוַהָ /ָהר ָהְרִביִעי ה .א ְפָרת: ִ �י ִחֶ 2ֶקל ה .א ַה ְ  �ִלי ֵ �� ַהָ /ָהר ַה (יד) ְו

(14) And the name of the third river is Chidekel (Tigris), which runs to 

the east of Assyria, and the fourth river is Perat (Euprhates).
ָ �ְמָר :: ִ /ֵחה . ְבַג' ֵעֶד' ְלָעְבָד :  .ְל ֹהָוה ֱאלִֹהי� ֶאת ָהָאָד� ַוַ 3 ִ 3ַ 5ח ְי (טו) ַו

(15) And the Lord God took the man and placed him in the Garden of 

Eden to work it land to keep it.
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H: Serpent promises "eyes will be opened" (3:1-5)
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H' The couple's "eyes are opened" (3:7a)

G': They experience shame (3:7b-10)
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X God questions man; man points to woman (3:11-12)
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Z [Serpent is silent]
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F' Etiological summary "For dust thou art . . ." (3:19b)
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1 I have yet to see a particularly good translation of 2 ֶנְג  ְ  The first word means  .ֵעֶזר 

"help."  The second means something along the lines of "against," "parallel to," "in 

complement to," etc.
2 Interestingly, this statement presumes the existence of the word ish, a word which has 

yet to be introduced.  We are told that all of the animals were given names by the man 

(who has always been referred to as ha'adam, not ish.  Who created this name for the 

man?

D

ֶ �ה  � � ֵעֶזר  ֹהָוה ֱאלִֹהי� לֹא ט �ב ֱהי �ת ָהָאָד� ְלַב 2 � ֶאֱע ֹ 3אֶמר ְי (יח) ַו
ְ  ֶנְג 2 �:

(18) And the Lord God said: It is not good for the man to be alone.  I 

shall make for him a matching helper.1

ָ  ל ע �;  ָ  $ֶדה ְוֵאת  ָ  ל ַחַ 3ת ַה ֹהָוה ֱאלִֹהי� ִמ' ָהֲאָדָמה  ִ 3ֶצר ְי (יט) ַו
ֶ �ר ִיְקָרא ל �  ֹכל ֲא ִ 3ְקָרא ל � ְו ָ  �ַמִי� ַוָ 3ֵבא ֶאל ָהָאָד� ִלְרא �ת ַמה  ַה

ְ �מ �: ָהָאָד� ֶנֶפ � ַחָ 3ה ה .א 
(19) So the Lord God formed from the soil all beasts of the land and all 

birds of the sky, and brought (it) to the man to see what [the man] would 

call it, and whatever the man called each living creature, that is its name.

ֹכל ַחַ 3ת  ָ  �ַמִי�  .ְל ְ �ֵהָמה  .ְלע �; ַה ֵ �מ �ת ְלָכל ַה ִ 3ְקָרא ָהָאָד�  (כ) ַו
ְ  ֶנְג 2 �: ָ  $ֶדה  .ְלָאָד� לֹא ָמָצא ֵעֶזר  ַה

(2) And the man gave names to all animals and to the birds of the sky 

and to all beasts of the land, but for the man found no matching helper.

ִ 3ַ 5ח ַאַחת  ָ �' ַו ִ 3י ַ +ְרֵ 2ָמה ַעל ָהָאָד� ַו ֹהָוה ֱאלִֹהי�  ֵ (ל ְי (כא) ַוַ 3
ֶ +ָ /ה: ַ +ְח ָ �ר  � ָ ֹ ,ר  ִ 3ְס ֹעָתיו ַו ַ =ְל ִמ

(21) So the Lord God caused to fall a great sleep upon the man, and he 

slept, and [God] took one of his sides and closed flesh beneath it.

ָ  �ה  ֶ �ר ָלַקח ִמ' ָהָאָד� ְלִא ֵ =ָלע ֲא ֹהָוה ֱאלִֹהי� ֶאת ַה ִ 3ֶב' ְי (כב) ַו
ַוְיִבֶאָה ֶאל ָהָאָד�:

(22) And the Lord God built the side which he took from the man into 

woman (isha), and brought her to the man.

E

ָ �ִרי ְלֹזאת  � ְ ָ �ר ִמ ַ (ַע� ֶעֶצ� ֵמֲעָצַמי  .ָב ֹ 3אֶמר ָהָאָד� ֹזאת ַה (כג) ַו
ֹ 7את: ִ  י ֵמִאי � ?לֳקָחה  ָ  �ה  ִיָ 5ֵרא ִא

(23) And the man said: This time [it is] bone of my bone, and flesh of 

my flesh.  This I shall call woman (isha) because she is taken from man 

(ish).2
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F

ָ �ר  ְ � + � ְוָהי . ְלָב ְ �ִא ֵ  ' ַיֲעָזב ִאי � ֶאת ָאִביו ְוֶאת ִא 0 � ְוָדַבק  (כד) ַעל 
ֶאָחד:

(24) Therefore, man (ish) abandons his father and his mother, and 

cleaves to his wife (ishto) and they become one flesh.

G

:. � � ָ ְ � + � ְולֹא ִיְת � ִ 0י� ָהָאָד� ְוִא ְ �ֵניֶה� ֲער . ִ 3ְהי .  (כה) ַו
(25) And the two of them were naked, the man (ha'adam) and his wife 

(ishto), and they were not ashamed.

H

ֹהָוה ֱאלִֹהי�  ָ �ה ְי ֶ �ר ָע ָ  $ֶדה ֲא ֹ  ל ַחַ 3ת ַה ָ /ָח � ָהָיה ָער .� ִמ (א) ְוַה
:', ָ ֹ  ל ֵע� ַה ֹתאְכל . ִמ ִ  י ָאַמר ֱאלִֹהי� לֹא  ָ  �ה ַא;  ֹ 3אֶמר ֶאל ָהִא ַו

(1) The serpent was more beguiling than all the beasts of the land which 

the Lord God made, and said to the woman: God has said to you: Do not 

eat from any tree in the garden.

ָ ,' ֹנאֵכל: ְ (ִרי ֵע� ַה ָ /ָח � ִמ ָ  �ה ֶאל ַה ֹ +אֶמר ָהִא (ב) ַו
(2) And the woman said to the snake: From the fruits of the trees of the 

garden we may eat.

ֶ 0 / . ְולֹא  ֹתאְכל . ִמ ָ ,' ָאַמר ֱאלִֹהי� לֹא  ְ �ת �1ְ ַה ֶ �ר  ְ (ִרי ָהֵע� ֲא (ג)  .ִמ
ְ +?מת .':  ') ֶ ְ ,ע .  � �  ִת

(3) But from the tree which is in the center of the garden God said to us: 

Do not eat from it, and do not touch it, lest you die.

ְ +?מת .': ָ  �ה לֹא מ �ת  ָ /ָח � ֶאל ָהִא ֹ 3אֶמר ַה (ד) ַו
(4) And the serpent said to the woman: You will not die.

ֶ 0 / . ְוִנְפְקח . ֵעיֵניֶכ� ִוְהִייֶת�  ְ �י �� ֲאָכְלֶכ� ִמ ִ  י  ִ  י ֹיֵדַע ֱאלִֹהי�  (ה) 
ֵ  אלִֹהי� ֹיְדֵעי ט �ב ָוָרע:

(5) For God knows that when you eat from it, your eyes will be opened, 

and you will be like gods, knowing good and evil.
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A: Headnote: "These are the generations . . . " (2:4)

B: No field economy (2:5-6)

C: Man given life, installed in Garden (2:7-17)

D: Man prefers woman over beast (2:18ff)

E: Names (Ish/ishah) express equality (2:23)

F: Etiological summary:"Therefore, etc." (2:24)

G: Human couple "naked and unashamed" (2:25)

H: Serpent promises "eyes will be opened" (3:1-5)

I: Transgression (3:6)

H' The couple's "eyes are opened" (3:7a)

G': They experience shame (3:7b-10)

-----

X God questions man; man points to woman (3:11-12)

Y God questions woman; she points to serpent (3:13)

Z [Serpent is silent]

Z' God passes judgment on serpent (3:14-15)

Y' God passes judgment on woman (3:16)

X' God passes judgment on man (3:17-19a)

-----

F' Etiological summary "For dust thou art . . ." (3:19b)

E' Names (adam/havvah) express inequality (3:20)

D' Man and woman wear skins of beasts (3:21)

C' Man expelled form Garden, denied immortal life (3:22-24)

B': Field economy begins (implied)

A' Birth of a child completes one generation (4:1)

I

ִ  י ט �ב ָהֵע� ְלַמֲאָכל ְוִכי ַתֲאָוה ה .א ָלֵעיַנִי� ְוֶנְחָמד  ָ  �ה  ֵ +ֶרא ָהִא (ו) ַו
ֹ 3אַכל: ָ 0 : ַו ָ � : ִע ַ ,� ְלִאי  '+ ֵ + ִ ֹ +אַכל ַו ִ (ְרי � ַו ִ +ַ 5ח ִמ ִ  יל ַו � ְ ָהֵע� ְלַה

(6) And the woman saw that the tree was good to eat, and was tempting 

to the eyes, and the tree was pleasing for wisdom, so she took from its 

fruit and ate, and she also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.

H'

ֹרת:  ְ (ר . ֲעֵלה ְתֵאָנה ַוַ 3ֲע � . ָלֶה� ֲחֹג ִ 3ְת ִ �0 ֵה� ַו ִ  י ֵעי?ר ְ �ֵניֶה� ַוֵ 3ְדע .  ָ (ַקְחָנה ֵעיֵני  + ִ (ז) ַו
And their eyes were open . . . And they knew that they were naked, so they sewed fig leaves 

and made themselves loincloths.

H

ֶ 0 / . ְוִנְפְקח . ֵעיֵניֶכ� . . .  ְ �י �� ֲאָכְלֶכ� ִמ ִ  י  ִ  י ֹיֵדַע ֱאלִֹהי�  (ה) 
(5) For God knows that when you eat from it, your eyes will be 

opened . . . 
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A: Headnote: "These are the generations . . . " (2:4)

B: No field economy (2:5-6)

C: Man given life, installed in Garden (2:7-17)

D: Man prefers woman over beast (2:18ff)

E: Names (Ish/ishah) express equality (2:23)

F: Etiological summary:"Therefore, etc." (2:24)

G: Human couple "naked and unashamed" (2:25)

H: Serpent promises "eyes will be opened" (3:1-5)
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H' The couple's "eyes are opened" (3:7a)

G': They experience shame (3:7b-10)

-----

X God questions man; man points to woman (3:11-12)

Y God questions woman; she points to serpent (3:13)

Z [Serpent is silent]

Z' God passes judgment on serpent (3:14-15)

Y' God passes judgment on woman (3:16)

X' God passes judgment on man (3:17-19a)

-----

F' Etiological summary "For dust thou art . . ." (3:19b)

E' Names (adam/havvah) express inequality (3:20)

D' Man and woman wear skins of beasts (3:21)

C' Man expelled form Garden, denied immortal life (3:22-24)

B': Field economy begins (implied)

A' Birth of a child completes one generation (4:1)

G'

ְ (ר . ֲעֵלה ְתֵאָנה ַוַ 3ֲע � . ָלֶה�  ִ 3ְת ִ �0 ֵה� ַו ִ  י ֵעי?ר ְ �ֵניֶה� ַוֵ 3ְדע .  ָ (ַקְחָנה ֵעיֵני  + ִ (ז)ַו
ֹרת: ֲחֹג

(7) And their eyes were open and they knew that they were naked, so they sewed 

fig leaves and made themselves loincloths.

ֵ �א  ִ 3ְתַח ַ �ָ ,' ְלר .ַח ַה 3 �� ַו  1ְ� ֵ ֹהָוה ֱאלִֹהי� ִמְתַה ְ �ְמע . ֶאת ק �ל ְי 3 ִ (ח) ַו
:', ָ ְ �ת �1ְ ֵע� ַה ֹהָוה ֱאלִֹהי�  ְ (ֵני ְי ְ � + � ִמ ָהָאָד� ְוִא

(8) And they heard the sound of the Lord God moving in the garden 

during the windy part of the day, and the man and his wife hid from the 

Lord God among the trees in the garden.

ָ  ה: ֹ 3אֶמר ל � ַאֶ 3 ֹהָוה ֱאלִֹהי� ֶאל ָהָאָד� ַו ִ 3ְקָרא ְי (ט) ַו
(9) And the Lord God called to the man and said: Where are you?

ֹר� ָאֹנִכי ָוֵאָחֵבא: ִ  י ֵעי ַ �ָ ,' ָוִאיָרא  ִ +י  ָ �ַמְע ֹקְל1ָ  ֹ 3אֶמר ֶאת  (י) ַו
(10) And [the man] said: I heard your sound in the garden and I feared, 

because I am naked, so I hid.

G

:. � � ָ ְ � + � ְולֹא ִיְת � ִ 0י� ָהָאָד� ְוִא ְ �ֵניֶה� ֲער . ִ 3ְהי .  (כה) ַו
(25) And the two of them were naked, the man (ha'adam) and his 

wife (ishto), and they were not ashamed
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Z [Serpent is silent]
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X

ֶ �ר ִצִ .יִתי1ָ  ָ +ה ֲהִמ' ָהֵע� ֲא ֹר� ָא ִ  י ֵעי ִ ,יד ְל1ָ  ֹ 3אֶמר ִמי ִה (יא) ַו
:+ ָ ֶ 0 / . ָאָכְל ִ +י ֲאָכל ִמ ְלִבְל

(11) And [God] said: Who told you that you are naked?  From the that I 

commanded you not to eat, have you eaten from it?

ִ �י ִמ' ָהֵע�  ָ 0ִדי ִהוא ָנְתָנה  ָ +ה ִע ֶ �ר ָנַת ָ  �ה ֲא ֹ 3אֶמר ָהָאָד� ָהִא (יב) ַו
ֹאֵכל: ָו

(12) And the man said: The woman you placed with me, she gave to me 

from the tree and I ate.

Y

ָ  �ה  ֹ +אֶמר ָהִא ִ �ית ַו ֹ 7את ָע ָ  �ה ַמה  ֹהָוה ֱאלִֹהי� ָלִא ֹ 3אֶמר ְי (יג) ַו
ֹאֵכל: ִ  �יַאִני ָו ָ /ָח � ִה ַה

(13) And the Lord God said to the woman: What have you done!  And 

she said: The snake tricked me, and I ate.

Z

Z'

ָ  ל  ָ +ה ִמ ֹ 7את ָאר .ר ַא ִ �יָת  ִ  י ָע ָ /ָח �  ֹהָוה ֱאלִֹהי� ֶאל ַה ֹ 3אֶמר ְי (יד) ַו
ָ  ל ְיֵמי ַחֶ 3י1ָ: ֹ +אַכל  ֹחְנ1ָ ֵתֵל1ְ ְוָעָפר  , ְ ָ  $ֶדה ַעל  ֹ  ל ַחַ 3ת ַה ְ �ֵהָמה  .ִמ ַה

(14) And the Lord God said to the snake: Because you did this, you are 

cursed more than all animals and more than all beats of the land, upon 

your belly you will crawl, and you will eat dust all the days of your life.

ָ  �ה  .ֵבי' ַזְרֲע1ָ  .ֵבי' ַזְרָע : ה .א ְי � .ְפ1ָ  ֵ �יְנ1ָ  .ֵבי' ָהִא ִ �ית  (טו) ְוֵאיָבה ָא
ְ + � .ֶפ / . ָעֵקב: ָ +ה  ֹרא � ְוַא

(15) And I will place enmity between you and between the woman, and 

between your seed and her seed - he will strike your in the head, and you 

will will strike him in the heels.
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A: Headnote: "These are the generations . . . " (2:4)

B: No field economy (2:5-6)

C: Man given life, installed in Garden (2:7-17)

D: Man prefers woman over beast (2:18ff)

E: Names (Ish/ishah) express equality (2:23)

F: Etiological summary:"Therefore, etc." (2:24)

G: Human couple "naked and unashamed" (2:25)

H: Serpent promises "eyes will be opened" (3:1-5)

I: Transgression (3:6)

H' The couple's "eyes are opened" (3:7a)

G': They experience shame (3:7b-10)

-----

X God questions man; man points to woman (3:11-12)

Y God questions woman; she points to serpent (3:13)

Z [Serpent is silent]

Z' God passes judgment on serpent (3:14-15)

Y' God passes judgment on woman (3:16)

X' God passes judgment on man (3:17-19a)

-----

F' Etiological summary "For dust thou art . . ." (3:19b)

E' Names (adam/havvah) express inequality (3:20)

D' Man and woman wear skins of beasts (3:21)

C' Man expelled form Garden, denied immortal life (3:22-24)

B': Field economy begins (implied)

A' Birth of a child completes one generation (4:1)

Y'

ֵ +ְלִדי ָבִני�  ְ �ֶעֶצב  ֹרֵנ1ְ  ְ =ב �ֵנ1ְ ְוֵה ֶ �ה ִע ָ �ה ַאְר ָ  �ה ָאַמר ַהְר (טז) ֶאל ָהִא
 :1ְ� ָ ָ �ל  ְ + � .ָקֵת1ְ ְוה .א ִיְמ  1ְ� ֵ ְוֶאל ִאי

(16) To the woman [God] said: I shall make great (alt: I will greatly 

increase) your travail and pains of labor, with travail shall you bare 

children, but you desire will be for your husband, and he will rule you.

Y

ָ  �ה  ֹ +אֶמר ָהִא ִ �ית ַו ֹ 7את ָע ָ  �ה ַמה  ֹהָוה ֱאלִֹהי� ָלִא ֹ 3אֶמר ְי (יג) ַו
ֹאֵכל: ִ  �יַאִני ָו ָ /ָח � ִה ַה

(13) And the Lord God said to the woman: What have you done!  

And she said: The snake tricked me, and I ate.
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G': They experience shame (3:7b-10)

-----

X God questions man; man points to woman (3:11-12)

Y God questions woman; she points to serpent (3:13)

Z [Serpent is silent]

Z' God passes judgment on serpent (3:14-15)

Y' God passes judgment on woman (3:16)
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-----

F' Etiological summary "For dust thou art . . ." (3:19b)
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D' Man and woman wear skins of beasts (3:21)

C' Man expelled form Garden, denied immortal life (3:22-24)

B': Field economy begins (implied)

A' Birth of a child completes one generation (4:1)

X'

ֶ �ר  ֹ +אַכל ִמ' ָהֵע� ֲא ֶ +1ָ ַו � ְ ָ + ְלק �ל ִא ָ �ַמְע ִ  י  (יז)  .ְלָאָד� ָאַמר 
ָ =ב �'  ְ �ִע ַ �ֲעב .ֶר1ָ  ֶ 0 / . ֲאר .ָרה ָהֲאָדָמה  ֹתאַכל ִמ ֹמר לֹא  ִצִ .יִתי1ָ ֵלא

ֹ  ל ְיֵמי ַחֶ 3י1ָ: ָ /ה  ֹ +אֲכֶל
(17) And to the man [God] said: Because you listened to the voice of 

your wife, and ate from the tree which I commanded you saying: Don't 

eat from it, the soil is cursed because of you 

ָ  $ֶדה: ֶ �ב ַה ָ + ֶאת ֵע ַ +ְצִמיַח ָל1ְ ְוָאַכְל (יח) ְוק �� ְוַדְרַ 2ר 
(18) And thorn and thistle will will it bring forth for you, and you will 

eat the grass of the field.

ָ +ה  ִ  י ָעָפר ַא  + ָ ֶ 0ָ /ה ?לָ 5ְח ִ  י ִמ ֹ +אַכל ֶלֶח� ַעד  � .ְב1ָ ֶאל ָהֲאָדָמה  ֶ (י1ָ  ְ �ֵזַעת ַא (יט) 
ָ + � .ב: ְוֶאל ָעָפר 

(19) By the sweat of your brow will you eat bread, until you return to 

the soil, for from it you were taken; for you are dust, and you will return to dust. 

X

ֶ �ר ִצִ .יִתי1ָ  ָ +ה ֲהִמ' ָהֵע� ֲא ֹר� ָא ִ  י ֵעי ִ ,יד ְל1ָ  ֹ 3אֶמר ִמי ִה (יא) ַו
:+ ָ ֶ 0 / . ָאָכְל ִ +י ֲאָכל ִמ ְלִבְל

(11) And [God] said: Who told you that you are naked?  From the 

that I commanded you not to eat, have you eaten from it?

ִ �י ִמ'  ָ 0ִדי ִהוא ָנְתָנה  ָ +ה ִע ֶ �ר ָנַת ָ  �ה ֲא ֹ 3אֶמר ָהָאָד� ָהִא (יב) ַו
ֹאֵכל: ָהֵע� ָו

(12) And the man said: The woman you placed with me, she gave 

to me from the tree and I ate.
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F'

ָ +ה ְוֶאל  ִ  י ָעָפר ַא  + ָ ֶ 0ָ /ה ?לָ 5ְח ִ  י ִמ ֹ +אַכל ֶלֶח� ַעד  � .ְב1ָ ֶאל ָהֲאָדָמה  ֶ (י1ָ  ְ �ֵזַעת ַא (יט) 
ָ + � .ב: ָעָפר 

(19) By the sweat of your brow will you eat bread, until you return to the soil, for from it you 

were taken; for you are dust, and you will return to dust. 

F

ְ � + � ְוָהי .  ְ �ִא ֵ  ' ַיֲעָזב ִאי � ֶאת ָאִביו ְוֶאת ִא 0 � ְוָדַבק  (כד) ַעל 
ָ �ר ֶאָחד: ְלָב

(24) Therefore, man (ish) abandons his father and his mother, and 

cleaves to his wife (ishto) and they become one flesh.

E'

ָ  ל ָחי: ִ  י ִהוא ָהְיָתה ֵא�  ְ � + � ַחָ .ה  ֵ �� ִא ִ 3ְקָרא ָהָאָד�  (כ) ַו
(20) And the man called his wive Chava (life) because she was the 

mother of all the living.

E'

ָ �ִרי  � ְ ָ �ר ִמ ַ (ַע� ֶעֶצ� ֵמֲעָצַמי  .ָב ֹ 3אֶמר ָהָאָד� ֹזאת ַה (כג) ַו
ֹ 7את: ִ  י ֵמִאי � ?לֳקָחה  ָ  �ה  ְלֹזאת ִיָ 5ֵרא ִא

(23) And the man said: This time [it is] bone of my bone, and 

flesh of my flesh.  This I shall call woman (isha) because she is 

taken from man (ish).
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X' God passes judgment on man (3:17-19a)

-----

F' Etiological summary "For dust thou art . . ." (3:19b)

E' Names (adam/havvah) express inequality (3:20)

D' Man and woman wear skins of beasts (3:21)

C' Man expelled form Garden, denied immortal life (3:22-24)

B': Field economy begins (implied)

A' Birth of a child completes one generation (4:1)

D'

:�� ֵ � ִ ָ  ְתנ �ת ע �ר ַוַ 3ְל  � + � ְ ֹהָוה ֱאלִֹהי� ְלָאָד�  .ְלִא (כא) ַוַ 3ַע � ְי
(21) And the Lord God made for man and his wife leather garments, and 

clothed them.

D

ֶ �ה  � �  ֹהָוה ֱאלִֹהי� לֹא ט �ב ֱהי �ת ָהָאָד� ְלַב 2 � ֶאֱע ֹ 3אֶמר ְי (יח) ַו
ְ  ֶנְג 2 �: ֵעֶזר 

(18) And the Lord God said: It is not good for the man to be alone.  

I shall make for him a matching helper.1

ָ  ל  ָ  $ֶדה ְוֵאת  ָ  ל ַחַ 3ת ַה ֹהָוה ֱאלִֹהי� ִמ' ָהֲאָדָמה  ִ 3ֶצר ְי (יט) ַו
ֶ �ר  ֹכל ֲא ִ 3ְקָרא ל � ְו ָ  �ַמִי� ַוָ 3ֵבא ֶאל ָהָאָד� ִלְרא �ת ַמה  ע �; ַה

ְ �מ �: ִיְקָרא ל � ָהָאָד� ֶנֶפ � ַחָ 3ה ה .א 
(19) So the Lord God formed from the soil all beasts of the land 

and all birds of the sky, and brought (it) to the man to see what 

[the man] would call it, and whatever the man called each living 

creature, that is its name.

ֹכל ַחַ 3ת  ָ  �ַמִי�  .ְל ְ �ֵהָמה  .ְלע �; ַה ֵ �מ �ת ְלָכל ַה ִ 3ְקָרא ָהָאָד�  (כ) ַו
ְ  ֶנְג 2 �: ָ  $ֶדה  .ְלָאָד� לֹא ָמָצא ֵעֶזר  ַה

(2) And the man gave names to all animals and to the birds of the 

sky and to all beasts of the land, but for the man found no 

matching helper.

ִ 3ַ 5ח ַאַחת  ָ �' ַו ִ 3י ַ +ְרֵ 2ָמה ַעל ָהָאָד� ַו ֹהָוה ֱאלִֹהי�  ֵ (ל ְי (כא) ַוַ 3
ֶ +ָ /ה: ַ +ְח ָ �ר  � ָ ֹ ,ר  ִ 3ְס ֹעָתיו ַו ַ =ְל ִמ

(21) So the Lord God caused to fall a great sleep upon the man, 

and he slept, and [God] took one of his sides and closed flesh 

beneath it.

ָ  �ה  ֶ �ר ָלַקח ִמ' ָהָאָד� ְלִא ֵ =ָלע ֲא ֹהָוה ֱאלִֹהי� ֶאת ַה ִ 3ֶב' ְי (כב) ַו
ַוְיִבֶאָה ֶאל ָהָאָד�:

(22) And the Lord God built the side which he took from the man 

into woman (isha), and brought her to the man.
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A: Headnote: "These are the generations . . . " (2:4)

B: No field economy (2:5-6)

C: Man given life, installed in Garden (2:7-17)

D: Man prefers woman over beast (2:18ff)

E: Names (Ish/ishah) express equality (2:23)

F: Etiological summary:"Therefore, etc." (2:24)

G: Human couple "naked and unashamed" (2:25)

H: Serpent promises "eyes will be opened" (3:1-5)

I: Transgression (3:6)

H' The couple's "eyes are opened" (3:7a)

G': They experience shame (3:7b-10)

-----

X God questions man; man points to woman (3:11-12)

Y God questions woman; she points to serpent (3:13)

Z [Serpent is silent]

Z' God passes judgment on serpent (3:14-15)

Y' God passes judgment on woman (3:16)

X' God passes judgment on man (3:17-19a)

-----

F' Etiological summary "For dust thou art . . ." (3:19b)

E' Names (adam/havvah) express inequality (3:20)

D' Man and woman wear skins of beasts (3:21)

C' Man expelled form Garden, denied immortal life 

(3:22-24)

B': Field economy begins (implied)

A' Birth of a child completes one generation (4:1)

C'

ֶ 0 / . ָלַדַעת ט �ב ָוָרע  ְ  ַאַחד ִמ ֹהָוה ֱאלִֹהי� ֵה' ָהָאָד� ָהָיה  ֹ 3אֶמר ְי (כב) ַו
ֹעָל�: ִ 3י� ְוָאַכל ָוַחי ְל ַ ,� ֵמֵע� ַהַח ְ �ַלח ָיד � ְוָלַקח  ֶ (' ִי ָ +ה  ְוַע

(22) And the Lord God said: The human has become like one of us, 

knowing good and evil; Now, lest he also take from the tree of life and 

eat, and live forever!

ֶ �ר ?לַ 5ח  ֹבד ֶאת ָהֲאָדָמה ֲא ַ ,' ֵעֶד' ַלֲע ֹהָוה ֱאלִֹהי� ִמ ְ �ֵחה . ְי � ַ (כג) ַוְי
:��  ָ ִמ

(23) And the Lord God cast him from the Garden of Eden, to work the 

soil from which he was taken.

ְ  ?רִבי� ְוֵאת ַלַהט  ְ �ֵ  ' ִמֶ 5ֶד� ְלַג' ֵעֶד' ֶאת ַה (כד) ַוְיָגֶר � ֶאת ָהָאָד� ַוַ 3
ִ 3י�: ֹמר ֶאת ֶ 2ֶר1ְ ֵע� ַהַח � ְ ֶ (ֶכת ִל ִ 0ְתַה ַהֶחֶרב ַה

(24) And [God]drove the man out, and stationed to the East of the 

Garden of Eden the cherubim, and the flaming sword which rotates, to 

guard the path to the tree of life.

C (Selections)
ֶ �ר ָיָצר: ָ �� ֶאת ָהָאָד� ֲא  �� ֶ ְ �ֵעֶד' ִמֶ 5ֶד� ַוָ 3 ֹהָוה ֱאלִֹהי� ַ ,'  ַ 6ע ְי 3 ִ (ח) ַו

(8) And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, to the east, and 

placed there the man whom He had formed.
ָ  ל ֵע� ֶנְחָמד ְלַמְרֶאה ְוט �ב ְלַמֲאָכל ְוֵע�  ֹהָוה ֱאלִֹהי� ִמ' ָהֲאָדָמה  (ט) ַוַ 3ְצַמח ְי

ְ �ת �1ְ ַהָ ,' ְוֵע� ַהַ 2ַעת ט �ב ָוָרע: ִ 3י�  ַהַח
(9) And the Lord God caused to sprout from the soil all manner of 

trees pleasing to see and good to eat, and the tree of life in the 

center of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil.
ָ �ְמָר :: ִ /ֵחה . ְבַג' ֵעֶד' ְלָעְבָד :  .ְל ֹהָוה ֱאלִֹהי� ֶאת ָהָאָד� ַוַ 3 ִ 3ַ 5ח ְי (טו) ַו

(15) And the Lord God took the man and placed him in the 

Garden of Eden to work it land to keep it.
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A: Headnote: "These are the generations . . . " (2:4)

B: No field economy (2:5-6)

C: Man given life, installed in Garden (2:7-17)

D: Man prefers woman over beast (2:18ff)

E: Names (Ish/ishah) express equality (2:23)

F: Etiological summary:"Therefore, etc." (2:24)

G: Human couple "naked and unashamed" (2:25)

H: Serpent promises "eyes will be opened" (3:1-5)

I: Transgression (3:6)

H' The couple's "eyes are opened" (3:7a)

G': They experience shame (3:7b-10)

-----

X God questions man; man points to woman (3:11-12)

Y God questions woman; she points to serpent (3:13)

Z [Serpent is silent]

Z' God passes judgment on serpent (3:14-15)

Y' God passes judgment on woman (3:16)

X' God passes judgment on man (3:17-19a)

-----

F' Etiological summary "For dust thou art . . ." (3:19b)

E' Names (adam/havvah) express inequality (3:20)

D' Man and woman wear skins of beasts (3:21)

C' Man expelled form Garden, denied immortal life (3:22-24)

B': Field economy begins (implied)

A' Birth of a child completes one generation (4:1)

B (Implied)

Field economy begins

B

ָ  $ֶדה ֶטֶר�  ֶ �ב ַה ָ  $ֶדה ֶטֶר� ִיְהֶיה ָבָאֶר� ְוָכל ֵע ִ �יַח ַה ֹכל  (ה) ְו
ֹבד  ֹהָוה ֱאלִֹהי� ַעל ָהָאֶר� ְוָאָד� ַאִי' ַלֲע ִ  י לֹא ִהְמִטיר ְי ִיְצָמח 

ֶאת ָהֲאָדָמה:
(5) Before any shrubs of the land were on the earth, and before 

any grass of the land sprouted, because the Lord God had not 

brought rain on the earth, and there was no human to work the 

soil.

ְ (ֵני ָהֲאָדָמה: ָ  ל  ְ �ָקה ֶאת  (ו) ְוֵאד ַיֲעֶלה ִמ' ָהָאֶר� ְוִה
(6) A flow rose from the earth which watered  the entire face of 

the soil. 

A'

ֹ +אֶמר ָקִניִתי  ֵ +ֶלד ֶאת ַקִי' ַו ַ +ַהר ַו ְ � + � ַו (א) ְוָהָאָד� ָיַדע ֶאת ַחָ .ה ִא
ֹהָוה: ִאי � ֶאת ְי

(1) And the man knew Chava his wife, and she conceived, and bore 

Kayin (acquire, create), saying: I created man with God.

A

ֹהָוה  ְ �י �� ֲע � �ת ְי ָ �ְרָא�  ְ �ִה ָ  �ַמִי� ְוָהָאֶר�  ֶ �ה ת �ְלד �ת ַה (ד) ֵא
ָ �ָמִי�: ֱאלִֹהי� ֶאֶר� ְו

(4) These are the generations of the heavens and the earth upon 

their creation, at the time of the Lord God's creation of the earth 

and heavens.
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