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ABSTRACT: Below is a compendium of sources addressing some points of
conduct during the blessings before and after an aliyah. 1 present the following
primary conclusions: (a) one should hold the Torah scroll open while reciting the
blessing before the Torah is read and close the Torah scroll prior to reciting the
blessing after the Torah is read; (b) while reciting the blessing prior to the reading
of the Torah, one should look at the place in the Torah where the reading will
begin or, if one does not know the blessing by heart, look at the text of the
blessing; (c) after the aliyah, anything that is customarily done out of respect for
the Torah during the interim between aliyot, for example, covering the Torah
scroll, should be done immediately after the reader has concluded reading from
the Torah, rather than waiting until after the closing blessing has been recited. In
addition to these halakhic conclusions, I argue that: (a) where Tosafot rule that it
is preferable for one to hold the Torah scroll closed during the blessing prior to
the reading from the Torah, they are ruling in accordance with Rabbi Meir, rather
than saying that Rabbi Yehudah agrees with Rabbi Meir on this point; and (b)
Rashba and Mordechai’s argument that the Torah should be closed between aliyot
is convincing, but the argument that the Talmud implies this is anachronistic. In
concluding this study, I note that the rules discussed revolve around according
proper honor to the Torah, and I pray that study of these sources and proper
practice during an aliyah sensitizes us to the many opportunities for bringing
honor to the Torah in every aspect of our lives.
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->The Rabbis taught: “One who comes to the Torah for an aliyah opens
the Torah scroll and sees the place where one will begin to read, rolls the
scroll to close it and blesses, i.e. recites the blessing for the aliyah, and
again opens and reads,” these are the words of Rabbi Meir. Rabbi
Yehudah says, “One who comes to the Torah for an aliyah opens the Torah
scroll and sees the place where one will begin to read, blesses, i.e. recites
the blessing for the aliyah, and reads.”' What is Rabbi Meir’s
reasoning? His reasoning is in accordance with the statement of Ula, for
Ula said, “Why did they, i.e. prior rabbis, say ‘one who reads the Torah
should not aid the translator?” - So that people should not say that the
translation is written in the Torah.” So, too, here Rabbi Meir rules that
the Torah should be closed during the blessing, so that people should not
say that the blessings are written in the Torah. And Rabbi Yehudah,
what is his reasoning for not saying to close the Torah during the blessing?
He believes that with regard to the translation, it is possible to err, while
with regard to blessings, it is not possible to err. Rabbi Zera said in the
name of Rav Matnah: ‘“The halakha is, one who comes to the Torah for
an aliyah opens the Torah scroll and sees the place where one will begin to
read, blesses, i.e. recites the blessing for the aliyah, and reads.” Let him
say ‘“‘the halakha is in accordance with Rabbi Yehudah” rather than
repeating the entire statement of Rabbi Yehudah!? He recites the entire
statement because there are those who reverse them, i.e. some confuse
which statement was made by Rabbi Yehudah and which statement by
Rabbi Meir. €

Rashi on Babylonian Talmud Megillah 32b
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BECAUSE THERE ARE THOSE WHO REVERSE THEM" - They 277 - "3 2587 own

associate the words of Rabbi Meir with the words of Rabbi
Yehudah, and the words of Rabbi Yehudah with words of Rabbi
Meir.

IT IS POSSIBLE TO ERR - And one might say the translation is
written in the Torah, and come to write the translation in the
Torah, but

BLESSINGS - Everyone knows that the blessings are not written
in the Torah.

Discussion
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e Rabbi Meir holds that after opening and looking into the Torah scroll, the person having an
aliyah should close the scroll prior to saying the opening blessing. Rabbi Yehudah does not

mention closing the scroll.

" The meaning of this statement is discussed further in the discussion section below

As we shall see, the majority of opinions understand Rabbi

* Commonly, the Torah was read in Hebrew and a translator would recite an Aramaic translation.
? Note that this comment of Rashi actually appears in the preceding discussion in the Talmud, which also concludes
with the statement that Rabbi Zera in the name of Rav Matnah quoted an entire ruling rather than saying that the

Halacha follows Rabbi Yehudah because some might reverse the opinions.
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Yehudah to be ruling that the scroll should be kept open during the blessing. Some
authorities understand Tosafot® to imply that while Rabbi Yehudah holds that the scroll may
remain open, Rabbi Yehudah would agree that it is best to close the scroll. As argued below,’
I believe there is a better read of Tosafot where they would not be suggesting any such
preference on the part of Rabbi Yehudah.

e According to the Talmud, Rabbi Meir holds that the scroll should be held closed is so that
people would not mistakenly believe that the blessings are written in the Torah, while Rabbi
Yehudah is not concerned about this possible error. The Talmud reaches this understanding
of Rabb Meir by extrapolating from Ula’s explanation of why the person reading the Torah
may not aid the translator, which Ula explains is based on a concern that people might think
the translation is written in the Torah. Rashi explains that Rabbi Yehudah is not concerned
because fewer people would be under this misconception, and generally commentators figure
this is because the belief that the blessings are written in the scroll is a higher level of
ignorance. I would suggest that perhaps as a practical matter one misconception is more
likely than the other. To my mind, it is more believable that a translation would be written
immediately above/below the text than for the blessings to be written out as the same
blessings would have to be written out repeatedly, throughout a large scroll, which among
other things would have been considered a significant waste of ink in ancient times.

e The Talmud suggests that there was some confusion as to which opinion was the opinion of
Rabbi Yehudah and which was the opinion of Rabbi Meir. Interestingly, as we see below,
the Jerusalem Talmud and Tractate Soferim cite the two opinions without identifying the
individuals holding each opinion, confirming the possibility of confusion or lack of
knowledge as to who held which opinion.

Jerusalem Talmud Megillah 3:7 (p. 74¢)
> There is a teaching that teaches ‘“One who comes to the Torah for an
aliyah opens the Torah scroll and sees the place where one will begin to
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read, rolls the scroll to close it and blesses i.c. recites the blessing for the
aliyah” and there is one teaching that teaches “One who comes to the
Torah for an aliyah opens the Torah scroll and sees the place where one
will begin to read, and blesses i.e. recites the blessing for the aliyah,”
Rabbi Zeura Aba bar Yirmiah said in the name of Rav Matna who
said in the name of Shemuel: “The halakha is in accordance with the
one who says ‘opens, sees, and blesses.”” And what is the reason?
The verse (Nehemiah 8:5) says, ‘“and when he opened it, i.e. the Torah
scroll, the entire nation stood.”” And what does it say afterwards?
“And Ezra blessed the Great LORD God.” (Nehemiah 8:6)° €

* Text and discussion of Tosafot is below p. 5.
> Bullet points accompanying footnotes 8-13 in the discussion of Tosafot.
Nehemiah Chapter 8
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(8) And Ezra opened the scroll before the eyes of the entire nation, for 5y» °> ay3 92 *1°vY 993 XYY 1AM (7)

he was above them, and when he opened it the whole nation stood up.
(9) And Ezra blessed the Great LORD God, and the entire nation
answered ‘“Amen, Amen.” raising their hands and they bowed and
prostrated their heads to the earth before the LORD.

:0¥7 22 3Ty N9 M7 0Ya 92
YN 2373 DRI PRI DR XY T30 ()
TRV TP DT SN2 NN ToN ova 92

YN DK PP



Opening and Closing the 770 790 during the Blessings for an Aliyah a"a
© 2016 Noah Gradofsky (Printed 6/10/2016) www.e-ark.net/rabbi/aliyah.pdf

Korban Ha’edah Talmud Yerushalmi
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OPENS - The Torah scroll AND SEES the writing, ROLLS the Torah scroll and afterwards
BLESSES, so that people should not say the blessings are written in the Torah.
AND WHEN HE OPENED IT, ETC. Regarding Ezra it is written that when he opened
the Torah scroll the whole nation bowed and afterwards it is written “AND Ezra
BLESSED,” ETC., and the scripture did not write that Ezra rolled the Torah scroll closed
and afterwards blessed; rather, he blessed immediately while it, i.c. the Torah scroll, was still
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opened.

Minor Tractate Soferim 13:5-6
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One who is holding the Torah scroll, two sages of the Tanaitic
period disagreed on the matter. One said that the person “opens the
Torah scroll and sees the place where one will begin to read, rolls the
scroll to close it and blesses, i.e. recites the blessing for the aliyah,”
and one said that the person “opens the Torah scroll and sees the place
where one will begin to read, and blesses, i.e. recites the blessing for the
aliyah,” Rabbi Zeura Aba bar Yirmiah said in the name of Rav
Matna, who said in the name of Shemuel: “The halakha is in
accordance with the one who says ‘opens, sees, and blesses.”” And
what is the reason? The verse (Nehemiah 8:5) says ‘“and when he
opened it, i.e. the Torah scroll, the entire nation stood.” And what
does it say afterwards? ‘“And Ezra blessed the Great LORD God.”
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(Nehemiah 8:6)
>Law 6 ... And after reading from the Torah one rolls it closed and
says, “Blessed” &
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Discussion

e The Jerusalem Talmud and Tractate Soferim largely present the same dispute as in the
Babylonian Talmud. The reason for the different positions that were presented in the
Babylonian Talmud is not presented. Instead, we are given the halakhic conclusion (the
same one presented in the Babylonian Talmud) which is supported by reference to the
conduct of Ezra.

* We noted in the discussion of the Babylonian Talmud that some (most?) opinions understand
Rabbi Yehudah to be ruling that the scroll should be kept open during the blessing, while
others hold that Rabbi Yehudah means to say that the scroll may remain open, though Rabbi
Yehudah would agree that it is best to close the scroll. It seems to me that the reference to
Ezra’s behavior suggest that the Jerusalem Talmud/Tractate Soferim see leaving the Torah
scroll open as an optimal behavior.

e Tractate Soferim says to close the Torah scroll before reciting the blessing after the Torah is
read.
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Prayer Book of Saadya Gaon p. 349-350 »w-uiw "2y 91233 77107 NXIP 970 1IN RITVO 29 N0
Text from http://www.hebrewbooks.org/20685

->And one should not begin Barechu, i.e. the beginning ARYT 1Y 19933 nnet K €
of the blessings for the aliyah, until one sees the verse MROTYP KR nm ummw posn DR
from which one will begin reading, and should only
bless the first blessing with the open scroll in his
hands. And one should not bless the final blessing, i.e.

AT2 MIND LAY KOK ANTRIN A37aR
70T Ty AMINKA 33T NKROTI KD

the blessing after the aliyah, until one covers the Torah > -180i1 I
scroll. <
Tosafot Megillah 32a s.v. “Gollelo” yaman 1990 77 8 7Y 25 77 793 Noon Msvn

At the beginning of an aliyah one opens it, i.e. the Torah scroll, MIP? XY DPn? IMMOE
to the place from where one wants to read and calls a Kohen. X7 7710321 375 X1 12
And optimally he, i.c. the Kohen, rolls and closes it before one >75 772w o7 MDY 1993
blesses so that masses won’t say that the blessings are written M>727w AT PR ROW
in it, but ex post facto, i.e. if the person does not close the scroll,”  wms TR 72¥°72 92K 12 N1210D
we need not worry about this because ignoramuses are not so 72 93 YIN7 nY W R W
common today. But after one reads, certainly one needs to roll °X71 12 Xpw RS %28 70V
it closed before one blesses, as per Rabbi Yehudah.& D TW TP ORGP
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Discussion

e Rabbi Saadya Gaon explicitly states that the Torah scroll should be kept open during the
blessing at the beginning of an aliyah and also notes that the Torah scroll should be covered
before the blessing at the end of an aliyah.

e Tosafot says that it is best to keep the scroll closed during the blessing at the beginning of an
aliyah to avoid the potential misconception that the blessings are written in the Torah,
although they indicate that it is acceptable if the person holds the Torah scroll open during
the blessing at the beginning of an aliyah, since the risk of people believing that the blessings
are written in the Torah is minimal. It is not clear whether Tosafot is stating that it is
preferable, if possible, to follow Rabbi Meir’s opinion® (which would be somewhat difficult
to explain considering his opinion is rejected in the Talmud) or if Tosafot is reading Rabbi
Yehudah’s opinion to mean only that it is acceptable to leave the Torah open, but that closing
the Torah is preferable.’

o I believe Tosafot is best understood as ruling that in their days, as opposed to the
Tamudic period, it is preferable to follow Rabbi Meir’s opinion. This would mean
that Tosafot understood Rabbi Yehudah’s statement in the same way as apparently

7 Tosafot use the term 72°1in2%, commonly translated as “ab initio,” to describe closing the scroll before the blessing
before reading the Torah but saying it is OK to leave the Torah scroll open 72¥°72, commonly translated as “ex post
facto.” The terms don’t easily take on their common meaning in this context, and we will see some suggestions (e.g.
Taz Orach Chayim 139:4, below p. 17) as to exactly what 72v>72 and 77°nn>? mean.

¥ Taz on Orach Chayim 139:4, below p. 17 understands Tosafot this way.

o Bach, below p. 17, Magen Avraham, below p.20, and Arukh HaShulchan Orach Chayim 139:12, below p. 22,
understand Tosafot this way.
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everyone else, which is per the plain meaning of the text.'” Additionally, this
understanding likely resolves the difficulty in Tosafot’s text that is addressed in the
next bullet point.

e Tosafot’s comment that ex post facto it is OK for the person to keep the Torah open during
the opening blessing “because ignoramuses are not so common today” seems to imply that
during the time of the Talmud ignoramuses were more common and at that time the Torah
scroll would have to be kept closed, contrary to the ruling in the Talmud. Maharsha notes
this difficulty.'' A potential alternative read of Tosafot is suggested by Taz Orach Chayim
139:4,12 to wit, that Tosafot felt that their generation was more ignorant than the time of the
Talmud"® and that that the people were sufficiently ignorant to warrant following Rabbi
Meir’s opinion ab initio, but not sufficiently ignorant so as reject Rabbi Yehudah’s opinion
ex post facto.

¢ The final comment of Tosafot that closing the Torah during the blessing after the Torah is
read is “per Rabi Yehudah” is difficult. Maharsha notes this and some other difficulties in
Tosafot but comes to no great conclusion."* Perhaps there is a textual error here and the last
words of Tosafot should be “Rabbi Meir” rather than “Rabbi Yehudah.” If the mention of
Rabbi Yehudah is correct, Tosafot may be indicating that Rabbi Yehudah would also hold
that the Torah should be held closed” after the reading as per the next bullet point.

* As we will see, there is general consensus that the Torah should be closed/covered (we won’t
delve too far into whether there is any distinction between these two things, which may also
depend on whether the Torah is Ashkenazi or Sefardi style) prior to the blessing after the
aliyah and that Rabbi Yehudah would likely agree with this point. There is, however, some
disagreement among the commentators as to the reason why it is appropriate to close the
Torah scroll prior to the closing blessing.

Rabbenu Channanel on Babylonian Talmud Megillah 32a R 7MY 2% 07 a9an noon '’
Text typed by myself from "mow 25" 1% printing.

The rabbis taught: “One who comes to the Torah for an aliyah opens the ,7X™M nms "n
Torah scroll and sees the place where one will begin to read, blesses, i.e. 727 X1 772
recites the blessing for the aliyah, and reads.” These are the words of 13°m .77 "
Rabbi Yehudah. And the halakha is in accordance with him. Righials!

19 Bach, below p. 17, who understands Tosafot to be saying that Rabbi Yehudah prefers to have the Torah scroll
closed for the blessing prior to the reading of the Torah, is particularly clear that such an understanding is contrary to
the plain meaning of Rabbi Yehudah’s statement.

" Below p. 16

2 Below p. 17

" Tt is also more plausible to believe that Tosafot would see their generation as more ignorant rather than less
ignorant than the people of Talmudic times.
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' Taz Orach Chayim 139:5 understands Tosafot this way, see below p. 19.
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The Rabbis taught: “One who comes to the Torah for an aliyah opens the
Torah scroll and sees the place where one will begin to read, rolls the scroll
to close it and blesses, i.e. recites the blessing for the aliyah, and again
opens and reads.” These are the words of Rabbi Meir. Rabbi Yehudah
says, “One who comes to the Torah for an aliyah opens the Torah scroll and
sees the place where one will begin to read and blesses, i.e. recites the
blessing for the aliyah, and reads,” and thus is the halakha, i.e. the law
follows Rabbi Yehudah’s ruling.
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Rabbi Eliezer b. Yoel Hal.evi (Raaviah) n1393 ,noiyna 3''7 a3pn 17290 a9%3» noon - 2''n 13''9a8"

The halakha is that one who comes to the Torah for an aliyah opens the
Torah scroll and sees the place where one will begin to read, blesses, i.e.
recites the blessing for the aliyah, and reads.” And the Jerusalem
Talmud explains what the reason is: It is written (Nehemiah 8:5) ‘““and
when he opened it, i.e. the Torah scroll, the entire nation stood,” and
after that, ““And Ezra blessed the LORD,” etc. (Nehemiah 8:6)

Rabbi Asher ben Yehiel (RO’’Sh) Megillah 4:11
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The Rabbis taught: “One who comes to the Torah for an aliyah opens the
Torah scroll and sees the place where one will begin to read, rolls the scroll to
close it and blesses, i.e. recites the blessing for the aliyah, and again opens
and reads.” These are the words of Rabbi Meir. Rabbi Yehudah says,
“One who comes to the Torah for an aliyah opens the Torah scroll and sees
the place where one will begin to read and blesses=>, i.e. recites the blessing
for the aliyah, and reads,” and thus is the halakha, i.e. the law follows Rabbi
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Yehudah’s ruling.

Discussion

¢ The preceding sources all agree that the law follows Rabbi Yehudah. There is no indication
of any deference to Rabbi Meir’s opinion as per our probable read of Tosafot adopted
above.'® The statements are brief enough that it is not 100% clear that they intend that
keeping the Torah scroll open during the blessing at the beginning of the aliyah is optimal, as
opposed to permissible, as some argued Tosafot understood Rabbi Yehudah, although the
writers appear to see keeping the Torah scroll open as optimal insofar as otherwise one
would expect either some reference to Rabbi Meir’s position (which is present in Rif and
Raaviah, but not in Rosh or Rabbenu Channanel) or some statement to the effect that the
ruling according to Rabbi Yehudah was only for ex post facto purposes. Additionally, it
seems to me that Raaviah’s reference to the rationale of the Jerusalem Talmud indicates that
he sees keeping the Torah scroll open as being optimal.

e Other medieval sources mentioning that the halakha follows Rabbi Yehudah include =1
3 P79 7"7 12PN 10 MM (mentioning both Rabbi Meir and Rabbi Yehudah’s opinion and

' See Tosafot text p. 5 and bullet points accompanying footnotes 8-13 in the discussion of Tosafot.
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quoting the biblical proof raised in Talmud Yerushalmi),'” >w»nm 1w mava (P25K) 212wKA 790
X Ty m a7 nawwm (brief mention without reference to Rabbi Meir’s opinion or any
reasoning), 12°0 D>T¥INY NPWID YIIR NROMP MIYA LTV DO 21 12°0 NAW MY - 20 YT IR 190
rew (without mention of Rabbi Meir’s opinion only in 13w 170 and without any reasoning),'®
and 168 7MY 7707 790 NRMP 77900 - 2 P9 XA nIn (with mention of Rabbi Meir’s

opinion and without any reasoning)."”

Rambam Misheh Torah Laws of Prayer 12:5
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->Each and every one of the readers, i.e. those who come up for an
aliyah,’’ opens the Torah scroll and looks at the place from which
the person will read and afterwards says Barechu, i.e. begins the
blessing at the beginning of an aliyah, . . . and afterwards, i.e. after
reciting the blessing, reads from the Torah until the person finishes
reading and rolls the Torah scroll to close it and blesses the blessing
after the reading€<
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Discussion
e Rambam’s explicit reference to closing the Torah scroll before the blessing after reading
from the Torah indicates that he has the Torah scroll open during the blessing before the
reading. Note that Kol Bo*! clearly reads Rambam as saying that the Torah scroll should be
kept open during the opening blessing. Rambam’s basis and rationale for closing the scroll
before the final blessing is unstated and a subject of some of the discussion we will see
below.

R. Yom Tov b. Avraham (Ritba) Meg. 32a (selection) X 7%y 3% 77 79°%» noo» R''aw7 WTn
RABBI YEHUDAH SAYS, “One who comes to the Torah for an nmp =2 797 '
aliyah OPENS the Torah scroll AND SEES the place where one will .XmyY 992y 7RI

begin to read, AND BLESSES, i.e. recites the blessing for the aliyah,
AND READS,” i.e. one does not roll the scroll to close it in the
meanwhile and we do not worry that people will say that the
blessings are written in the Torah, since it is a distant, i.e. minimal,
concern, and it is regarding the translation that there is a concern
according to Ulah that people will think the translation is written in the
scroll if the reader assists the translator, and the halakha is in
accordance with Rabbi Yehudah (when one blesses). > And some
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* Rambam adhered strictly to the rule that each person who has an aliyah must read from the Torah as opposed to

having a designated reader. See R. Yoseph Kapach’s comment 8 on this halakha.
! Text below page 14.
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say that it is specifically regarding the first blessing, i.e. the blessing 2»mn X?7 X7 I1WwWKR)
before the Torah is read, where one does not have to open, see, roll 512251  nmxI?  mno?
closed and open again after making the blessing, but regarding the last 7291K 7572 a8 MmN
blessing, i.c. the blessing after the Torah is read, since it is destined to 20w 91237 WY
be rolled closed prior to the next aliyah, it is better to roll the scroll W 7572 aTP N2W
closed before the blessing and to be concerned per Rabbi Meir, and  ->.2:7°727 PRI ,1"D
their opinion is reasonable. <

Discussion

e Ritba distinguishes between the blessing prior to reading from the Torah, where we do not
require the additional delay/trouble of closing the Torah scroll to say the blessing and then
re-opening the scroll, and the blessing after the reading from the Torah, where one might as
well follow Rabbi Meir’s practice (though in truth Rabbi Yehudah never makes any
particular statement to the contrary) and close the Torah scroll prior to making the blessing.
Significantly, this also gives an indication that there is a practical reason to leave the Torah
scroll open during the blessing prior to the reading of the Torah. On the other hand, Ritba’s
language of “2»mn X271” where one does not have to (close the Torah scroll prior to the
opening blessing) may suggest that Ritba believes it is preferable for one to do so.

Responsa of Rabbi Shlomo ben Adret 8:10 > 120 1 P R awan n'w
Note: The comments of the glossator included in the Responsa CD have been removed.

->You have expressed surprise regarding the Rambam, who 205w ,5"1 2"2n77 %y nan€&
wrote in Chapter 12 of the Laws of Prayer (law 5), “Each and .(7"7) 7250 mo% 2™ paoa
every one of the readers opens the Torah scroll and looks at nmo 7P 12 IR AR 9
the place from which the person reads, and afterwards blesses, 2 X™Mpw 21pn2 v2Ia ,n'"0
and reads until one finishes reading and rolls the Torah scroll 22w 79 XM ,7721 2"IXY
to close it and blesses.” For you have stated that it appears .772m n"og 9m  .mpY
that Rambam ruled according to Rabbi Yehudah, who said 7717 "> po57 ARNI7 AR
one who has an aliyah opens, sees, and blesses,” and if so, at 2X) .77221 AR AMBOT KT
the end, why does one roll the Torah to close it and bless, which .77221 5213 "KnRk 7027 10
apparently implies that he, i.e. Rambam, believes according to ¥"> 5"07 ., ynwn 737897
Rabbi Akiva?* in this regard? It turns out® that his, ie. 17 Mo ™27 WeAn 28T
Rambam’s, words contradict each other. Vi)
Response: In truth, the halakha is in accordance with Rabbi "> 73%7 nnXa :72wn
Yehudah, and the halakha is explicitly decided in accordance Xp°0oX X771 AT
with him in the Gemara,24 and also in the Jerusalem Talmud, for 792) 7°NM> XN2Y7 RNA2
we read there . . .>> But what Rambam wrote regarding when one 172X 121 .(2% 77,790 "1
finishes the aliyah, that when one finishes reading from the Torah ... :&n7 20737 MW
one “rolls the Torah scroll to close it and blesses,” Rambam ,2°%w°w> :2ndw nn Hax

> The text of Rashba refers to the opinion of Rabbi Meir as the opinion of Rabbi Akiva. It is possible this is a
typographical error  in  Rashba. Note  that the  printing of  Rashba  found at
http://www.hebrewbooks.org/pdfpager.aspx?req=1379&st=&pgnum=118&hilite= also has Rabbi Akiva instead of
Rabbi Meir, so that this is likely not a problem with the text on the Responsa CD. Note also Dikdukei Soferim on
the Talmud does not note a variant text ascribing Rabbi Meir’s opinion to Rabbi Akiva.

> Literally “it is found”

* Text above p. 1.

» Text above p. 3.
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intended well, i.e. his ruling is appropriate, because Rabbi Yehudah
and Rabbi Akiva only disagreed regarding one who came to read,
i.e. one saying the opening blessing on an aliyah, for one needs to
open and see where one begins, and after the Torah scroll is
opened, why would one go back and roll the Torah scroll closed?
And if one might suggest closing the Torah scroll so that people will
not say that the blessings are written in the Torah, regarding the
blessing there is not a reasonable likelihood to err, i.e. for people to
come to that misunderstanding, for all know that we do not write a
blessing in the middle of the Torah. Therefore, one does not need
to re-open the Torah between the blessing and the reading, i.e. one
does not need to close the Torah scroll before reciting the blessing
and thus have to re-open the Torah scroll to begin reading. However,
after one reads from the Torah why leave the Torah scroll open?
Behold the Torah scroll is open without being read! This is not
respectful to the Torah scroll that its writing should be exposed
without being read, as they (the Sages) said (BT Eruvin 98)
regarding those who write scrolls that the scribe should not turn
the sheet on its face, but rather one spreads a cloth upon it.*
And similarly they also said regarding the Sabbath®’, regarding
one who stands on a roof with a Torah scroll in one’s hand, and
the Torah scroll rolled out of his hands.”® And even the language of
the Baraita apparently demonstrates thusly, i.e. indicates that the

26 Babylonian Talmud Eruvin 98a
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But it has been taught: Those who write scrolls of Torah, tefillin, and X% mnm 1900 2790 "amd XM

mezuzot, the Rabbis did not permitted them to turn the sheet on its face,
rather the scribe spreads a cloth on it.
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%7 The glossator of Rashba cites this teaching to BT Shabbat 5b. In fact, the Mishnah to which Rashba refers
appears at Eruvin 97b (and is the Mishnah upon which the text appearing at footnote 26 comments), though it is in
fact quoted in the Talmud at Shabbat 5b. Iimagine that the glossator understood Rasbha’s words “ 12 03 178w 11921
nawa” to mean, “And similarly they also said in Tractate Shabbat.” However, I think Rashba merely meant “And

similarly they also said regarding Shabbat.”

Babylonian Talmud Eruvin 97b
If one were reading on a rooftop on the Sabbath and the scroll rolled out
of his hand, as long as the part of the scroll stretching off the roof did not
reach 10 handbreadths from the ground, so that no part of the scroll had
entered a public domain, one rolls it toward oneself. Once the part of the
scroll stretching off the roof reached 10 handbreadths from the ground, so
that retrieving the scroll would involve retrieving an item from a public
domain on the Sabbath, one turns the scroll on its writing, i.e. to have its
writing face downward.

Rashi explains:
Rashi on Eruvin 97b

2 TIAY IN N7 117 NodR vhaa Tymond
53AN1 A7 WRYA R T .
- 0190 WYY VAT ROW TV 170 1907
- DML WYY AIWRD PRR 199

L LAvn

.2n377 5y 1P

2 7TIRY I N7 121 noon v''en

HE TURNS the scroll ON ITS WRITING: He turns the lettering toward
the wall, so that the scroll should not be lying so disrespectfully, and one
leaves it until it gets dark, i.e. until the Sabbath ends and the scroll can be
retrieved.
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Torah scroll should be closed while the person recites the blessing
after the Torah is read, since it teaches: “Rabbi Yehudah says,
“Opens and sees and blesses,” for what is the meaning of the word
“opens” that it says, doesn’t it remain open from the original
point? But rather it indicates that between each person the earlier
person having an aliyah rolls the scroll closed and this is its, i.e. the
Torah’s, respectful treatment, and since one needs to roll it, why
should it be open until one blesses? Is it not enough that they
said that one does not need to roll it, and that they were not
concerned lest people say the blessings are written in the Torah,
thus indicating a general preference for the Torah to be closed when
not being read, rather you come to require that the Torah remain
open until you finish the blessing? And this ruling that the Torah
should be closed when the blessing is recited after the Torah is read
appears correct to me. €

Discussion
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e Rashba probably believes that it is preferable to keep the Torah scroll open when saying the
blessing prior to reading the Torah, though it is not 100% clear. He says ““ 1 1% ,nnoiw nx
990 after the Torah scroll is opened, why would one go back and roll the Torah scroll
closed?” On the other hand, he writes “TX>P% 77292 1°2 9237 % X R Therefore, he
does not need to re-open the Torah open between the between the blessing and the reading,”
which might indicate that it is acceptable and/or preferable to close the Torah scroll during

the opening blessing.

e Rashba explains Rambam’s ruling that the Torah scroll should be closed after it is read and
before the closing blessing by arguing that this is a matter of respect for the Torah scroll (not
allowing it to remain open while it is not being read), rather than/in addition to a concern that

people might think that the blessings are written in the Torah scroll.

o Note that Rashba’s rationale for closing the Torah scroll after the Torah is read could
easily be part of Rabbi Meir’s reason for ruling that the Torah should be closed while
the opening blessing is recited, i.e. that even when saying the blessing for reading
from the Torah, perhaps Rabbi Meir still felt it was disrespectful to hold the Torah
open when not reading from it. Perhaps Rabbi Yehudah felt that in the context of the
blessing for reading from the Torah, there was sufficient reason to leave the scroll
open (e.g. being prepared to read immediately after the blessing).

= Note that the Lechem Yehudah® distinguishes between leaving the Torah
scroll open during the opening blessing and leaving the Torah scroll open
during the closing blessing. However, I think my argument still holds that
leaving the text exposed could be a concern that argues toward closing the
Torah during any blessing, only that there are more counterarguments to
support having the Torah open during the opening blessing.

¥ Discussed along with Rabbi Kapach’s commentary on Rambam, below p. 25.
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e Rasbha’s attempted proof from the Baraita that the Torah should be closed between aliyot™
is, in my opinion, quite difficult (though his rationale for the ruling is in any event more than
sufficient). Rashba argues that the fact that the Baraita refers to the person coming to the
Torah opening the Torah indicates that the Torah is closed when the person comes up, hence
indicating that the Torah would be closed between each aliyah. The argument seems to me
to be anachronistic, as most probably during the time of Rabbi Yehudah and Rabbi Meir only
the first person having an aliyah would recite the opening blessing and only the last person
would say the closing blessing.”' Therefore, it is hard to argue that the Baraita gives any
indication of proper procedure for anything other than the first aliyah. This difficulty is
recognized in 3Zpep 11 37 21 %0 IR - X POn T9Y T n'w, discussing Mordechai’s
similar argument.”> R. Ya’aleh argues that Mordechai must read the statement in the Baraita
that the person having an aliyah opens the Torah applies to all persons having an aliyah, even
those who do not say the blessing.

Meiri Megillah 32a R 7Y 2% 77 79958 noon vRRY 3719127 N2
One who ascends the podium in order to read from the Torah, 772 NMAPY 75 1:17% 370
opens the Torah and sees where one needs to begin and blesses 77X 72777 X171 7770 790 IND
while it, i.e. the Torah scroll, is open and reads, for there is no mno Xyw> T12m N7
concern lest people say that the blessings are written in the 17X Xpw WWIT PRY X1
Torah, but the reader may not aid the translator because in X2 X727 79102 NM2ND MO12
this regard, since we have seen translations in holy scripture X7 waw jxMNR°  ¥°0°
people might say that the translation is written in the Torah. w7p7 °2n31 2wn XM

% The same argument is raised by Beth Yoseph in the name of the Mordechai, see below p. 15 text accompanying
footnote 38.

3! Babylonian Talmud Megillah 21a-b N TIBY X5 07 79°3 noon Sva3 7140
Mishnah: . . . The ones who open and seals, i.e. those who begin and end the 7702 anmwnm nnon . . . /mwn/
reading of the Torah bless before it and after it. Gemara: ... It was taught: ... X} .7IR? 72197 7720 -

“The one who opens, i.e. has the first aliyah to the Torah, blesses before it, and 772n mmon (Rin_. . . (2 7MY)
the one who seals, i.e. has the last aliyah, blesses after it.”” But now that they all .7nx> T7an  amnm 70190
i.e. each person having an aliyah make a blessing before it and after it — this is 719% °372n 72127 XITRM
the reason that the rabbis enacted the new system of each person saying the :1312711pN7 XYY 7 - MR
blessings: A decree because of those who enter and leave lest one who enters late 2w» 101217 Dwn 77T
believe that no blessing is made on reading from the Torah (Rashi). PRYYT

Note: Jewish Liturgy: A Comprehensive History by Ismar Elbogen, Trans. Raymond P. Scheindlin, footnote 106 to
page 140 notes that per X 7Y 23 57 72°3 *222 the first and last making the blessings was still the practice of 27 (“ 277
T°92 K91 0°00 LT3 DD L,RI9°02 KO Op ,M2X nhavna 9227 vopr®). He also notes that Waagena concludes based on
(R 7MY ®> 77) X7 M72 NP that practice in Israel followed the Mishnah “even in later times.” Elbogen states on
page 140 that the practice changed during Amoraic times.

32 21 12°0 1™ - X Ph1 a9y AT A"

21237 oW 12 720 AR M9 7293 00 RNPO122 AT Y PWwhn 22070 0"9R 0 /AMIR/ 0122 9570 whan b1 "o onvn 11T
DY 7727 INID IARP QPYXARK 2"V 7721 AR ROX D" R 101D D' ARNT ORP 7272 PWRIR 997 51 10 K1230 X023 2
AN AMBDTORP PWRIR 71272 3"V 2"9ORT 7727 'R 92 7397 0" 2" 1A12 03T 72IMY KO2A7 X234 P 910 e,

7RI D ORP MAPY 2O 90 DY vawn aRINT RM1T QN0 [N P77 AMD WD MYRwn ROX 197 23717 P17 XN RYT 2"ph 10
779 712 "3 7772 [N K902 PP 217702 27 01w 03 20 77 7271 KOnAa 7% Awpn 0oynY SRR 125 PIWRAR 712m1 DaR 7°h 70T
SRP ORI IT21R AR RMIT 20 1D WA 93771 NN 2" YR 207 NMIRAY P71 RIT 37°ND N°9ONW 110 T2 AR "0 b
5",

3 Quoted in Beth Yoseph below p. 14.
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And after one reads, regarding whether one needs to roll the
scroll closed before one blesses, is not mentioned in the
Gemara, but the greatest of the writers (presumably Rambam)
wrote that one needs to roll the scroll closed before one blesses
since one doesn’t need to read in it, for at the beginning, i.c.
before saying the opening blessing, since one needs to open it
before blessing in order to see where one needs to begin, they
did not require him to roll the scroll closed and to bless and to
again open the scroll before reading from it, but in the end, one
definitely needs to roll the scroll closed and afterwards say the
blessing. >And some say that even with this, i.e. with the
closing blessing, one does not need to roll the scroll closed before
making the blessing, but rather one may bless even though it
(the Torah) is open, since in any event the reason was recorded
that we do not worry that someone may say (Lit. “to say”) that
the blessings are written in the Torah. <

Rabbenu Yerucham Tol’dat Adam 2:3 p. 20c
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One who ascends to read the Torah opens and sees whatever
place one should read and blesses and reads: i.e., and one does
not need to roll the Torah closed when one reads. This is
explicit in Tractate Megillah.

Ran on Megillah 32a (selection)
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Our teacher Rabbi Moshe (Rambam) of blessed memory wrote that the rule of keeping the
Torah scroll open applies only for the first blessing, i.e. the blessing before reading from the
Torah, for the law is in accordance with Rabbi Yehudah that one does not need to roll the
Torah scroll closed when one blesses, but for the last blessing one needs to roll the scroll
closed, because the disagreement between Rabbi Meir and Rabbi Yehudah is only
regarding the first blessing, as it teaches the opinion of Rabbi Meir that one “re-opens and
reads'' and the Baraita does not deal with the ending blessing, demonstrating that Rabbi
Yehudah only disagrees with Rabbi Meir regarding the first blessing. But this argument is
not clear, because the reason of Rabbi Yehudah is applicable to both, because the reason is
explained “with regard to blessings —it is not possible to err,” and since people do not say the
blessings are written in the Torah.
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Kol Bo 20 s.v. ‘“And the Reader Stands

7"
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And the reader stands and opens the scroll to see what one will
read in it, and rolls the scroll closed and blesses, but some say
that the reader should not roll it, but rather one opens and sees
and blesses, and thus is the opinion of the Rabbi Moshe
(Rambam)**, and there are those to say there is reason for him
to turn his head so that it does not appear as if the blessings
are written in the Torah . .. and afterwards, i.e. after the Torah
is read, the reader rolls the scroll closed and blesses the blessing
recited after it

Tur Orach Chayim 139
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And the person having the aliyah opens the scroll before the
person blesses, and then one should bless, as it is taught: “opens
and sees and rolls and blesses,” i.e. after one opens one again
closes and then blesses and again opens and reads, “these are
the words of Rabbi Meir. Rabbi Yehudah says, ‘opens and
sees and blesses.”” And the halakha is in accordance with
Rabbi Yehudah. And after the reader reads, the reader rolls the
scroll closed and blesses.

Beth Yoseph On Tur Orach Chayim 139 (selections)
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AND the person having the aliyah OPENS THE SCROLL
BEFORE one BLESSES, AND THEN ONE SHOULD
BLESS, AS IT IS TAUGHT: “OPENS AND SEES AND
ROLLS AND BLESSES,” ETC. This text appears at the end
of Chapter ‘“The People of the Town,” and the Gemara
explains there that the reasoning of Rabbi Meir is so that
people will not say that the blessings are written in the Torah,
whereas Rabbi Yehudah believed that everyone knows that
the blessings are not written in the Torah and therefore one
does not need to roll the scroll closed before one blesses, and
the halakha is in accordance with Rabbi Yehudah, and thus
Rambam ruled. But even so, Rambam wrote that after one
read from the Torah one rolls the scroll closed and then
blesses, just as our teacher, i.c. Tur, wrote. ->But the Ran®
expressed wonder at him, i.e. toward Rambam, but it appears
to me that the reason Rambam thus ruled is that he believed
that Rabbi Yehudah only disagreed regarding the beginning,

** The text of Rambam appears above at page 8.
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* The gloss refers to Ran’s comment on Rif (7"7’s ruling was quoted above p. 7). However, Ran’s comment there
regarding Rambam’s ruling that the Torah is closed before the closing blessing is quite brief (he writes “ >33 9"
T72n 2"'ARY Y9N AR 757227 77°00 Pan A" P92 2" 0"anan and v and it is established for us thus (i.e. in accord
with Rabbi Yehudah), however the Rambam wrote that with regard to the closing blessing one rolls the scroll closed
and then blesses.”) and only arguably indicates surprise at this ruling. Ran’s surprise is more apparent in his
commentary on the Talmud, quoted above, p. 13.
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i.e. the blessing before reading from the Torah, as Rabbi Meir
holds that one must roll and then bless and then afterwards
open and read, and such things are a bother and therefore
not necessary per Rabbi Yehudah, but in the end, i.e. after the
Torah is read, since there is no greater bother in doing so, one
rolls the scroll closed and afterwards blesses. €<

The Mordechai derived from Chapter ‘“The People of the
Town” from that which was taught, “Opens and sees,” etc.
that from there it appears that the Torah scroll should not be
open between each person’s aliyah, and nowadays they have
the custom to cover the writing with a scarf between each
person.

The Kol Bo wrote . . .

And Rabbi David Avudraham wrote in the name of Saadya
that the reader should not say ‘“Barechu’ until one sees the
verse that the reader starts the reading with, and one must
bless the first blessing with the Torah scroll opened and not
closed.

Discussion
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e Tur and Beth Yoseph point toward a preference for keeping the Torah scroll open during
the opening blessing, but they are not explicit on the point. Beth Yoseph quotes Kol Bo,
who seems to indicate that the Torah should be closed (though Kol Bo mentions
Rambam’s contrary opinion), but also quotes the opinion of Saadya Gaon”’ to the effect
that the scroll should be left open.

¢ R. Karo in Beth Yoseph introduces the term 170 (trouble/bother) with regard to why one
is not supposed to/required to close the Torah scroll prior to making the opening blessing.
Whether the bother refers to the person with the aliyah or to the congregation (in terms of
potential delay) is not clear.

e Beth Yoseph quotes Mordechai for the argument that we saw above from Rashba® as a
proof that the Torah scroll should be closed between each aliyah. Above we discussed
the difficulty with this proof.

Kesef Mishnah on Rambam Prayer 12:5%° 77557 25 p92 2902 nxow 7950 nioba mawn nos
EACH AND EVERY ONE OF THE READERS ETC. The .21 $mpm 32 7nRY 7R 92
source of this text is There (BT Megillah 32b) . . . Explanation: nnmow "> ... (2"% '7) ow
one sees the verse that one has to begin reading and rolls the > ww 05 MR RN
Torah scroll closed and blesses the blessing on the Torah before n"o 5?2 mp™  »nnad
the reading and again opens and reads, according to Rabbi 1% 777 noM2  77am
Meir. And we say in the Gemara that the reasoning of Rabbi X7 nm=1 M  anxp
Meir is so people will not say that the blessings are written in the X»nyv7 X312 7R .»"7

% See text of Kol Bo above p. 14. The quote in Beth Yoseph does not include the statement in Kol Bo about closing
the Torah scroll before the closing blessing of an aliyah.

%7 See quotation from Saadya Gaon’s siddur above p. 4.

¥ Text accompanying footnote 30, above p.12.

¥ See text of Rambam on p. 8.
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Torah. And the halakha is decided in the Gemara in
accordance with Rabbi Yehudah, but even so our teacher
(Rambam) wrote that at the end, i.e. after reading from the Torah,
one rolls the scroll closed and then blesses because he, of blessed
memory, believed that Rabbi Yehudah only disagreed
regarding whether to keep the Torah open during the blessing at
the beginning, since according to Rabbi Meir, one needs to bother
to roll the scroll closed and then to open it again to read, but in
the end, i.e. after reading from the Torah, where there is no
greater bother one rolls and then blesses, per the aphorism “if
you can be good, don’t be called bad.” ->And after I wrote
thus, I found in Tractate Soferim Chapter 13 written in
accordance with our teacher, i.e. stating that the Torah should be
closed before the closing blessing and the rule is for the reason I
wrote. €

Shulchan Arukh Orah Hayim 139:4

7"
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—>All those called for an aliyah bless before and after. One
opens the scroll before one blesses and sees the verse that one
needs to begin with and then one should bless; and after one

reads, one rolls the scroll closed and blesses. Note written
by Rabbi Moses Isserles: And when one blesses the
first blessing, one should turn one’s face to the
side, so as not to appear to be blessing by reading
text of the blessing from the Torah, and it seems to

me that one should turn one’s face to one’s left. €

Discussion
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e Rabbi Karo and Rabbi Isserles appear to say that the Torah should be held open during
the opening blessing. This is particularly apparent from Rabbi Isserles’s comment that
one should turn away from the Torah to avoid the appearance of reading the blessing
from the Torah, which would not be necessary if the scroll were closed (though I suppose
one could quibble that people might not see that the scroll is closed but could see a

person’s head turned).

Maharsha Megillah 32a

N 7Y 2% 07 7953 NO0R N9 SWITN RN

On the same words “AND OPTIMALLY, ONE ROLLS, ETC,,
BECAUSE IGNORAMUSES ARE NOT SO COMMON
TODAY, ETC.”* END OF QUOTE. Their (Tosafot’s) words are
not understood, since the comment of Tosafot implies that now
that ignoramuses are not so common there is no need to worry ex
post facto, i.e. after someone happens to say the opening blessing
with the scroll opened, but during the times of the sages of the
Talmud there was (lit. “there is”) reason to worry even ex post

0 Maharsha is commenting on the Tosafot text found above p. 5.
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facto. But why? Behold Rav Matnah stated that the halakha is 3w 7%105% A% 77221 3R
“opens and sees and blesses,” implying that even ab initio it is R = 0} 74
permissible to do thusly.

Discussion
e The difficulty introduced here, and one possible solution is discussed above in the
discussion of Tosafot’s text.*!

Bach Commentary on Tur Orach Chayim 139 s.v. “Opens” nm1 5''7 v9p 2% 20 71N 1''3

PSR .. €

b 5520 A5 61 aam 15113 H7Pr dn MBI DD PPD 3NN
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3 1 330 vh P OWOMDND DWAYN DMOWD PRT M1 a7 Ho mD o Ak vipsb D373 PLTI MPD.

->The Kol Bo wrote , and Beth Yoseph quotes (lit. “brings”) him, * One opens the scroll to
see what one will read in it and rolls the scroll closed and blesses, but some say that the
reader should not roll it, but rather one opens and sees and blesses, and thus is the opinion
of the Rabbi Moshe (Rambam),42 and there are those who say there is reason to turn one’s
head so that it does not appear as if the blessings are written in the Torah” end of quote.
And the first opinion is per the words of Tosafot* that even according to Rabbi Yehudah it
is best to roll it, i.e. to close the Torah scroll, before one blesses the first blessing, and the
second opinion is per the plain meaning of the discussion in the Talmud, i.e. that according
to Rabbi Yehudah one blesses while it, i.c. the Torah scroll, is open, and since the halakha is
in accord with Rabbi Yehudah, if so one who comes to roll the scroll closed and bless
violates the words of Rabbi Yehudah and acts according to Rabbi Meir. Therefore, one
must bless the first blessing with the Torah scroll open and not closed. Thus is written in
Abudraham in the name of Saadya Gaon.** And the third opinion, that one should turn
one’s face, I do not know a source for it, and perhaps their reasoning is that since there is a
doubt in the words of Rabbi Yehudabh if he believes one rolls the scroll closed and blesses ab
initio, etc., as the Tosafot wrote, or one blesses specifically (i.e. best practice) when it is open,
therefore in order to remove all doubt (lit. to go out from the hands of doubt) one should turn
one’s face, etc. And thus wrote the Rabbi Isserles in a gloss on Shulchan Arukh, but in my
humble opinion it is best that it be entirely opened at the time of blessing and one should
not turn one’s face at all, because thus is the opinion of the halakhic decisors and renowned
Geonim and thus I act. €<

*!'See bullet point accompanying footnotes 11-13.

*> The text of Rambam appears above at page 8.

* Quoted above p. 5.

* See quotation from Saadya Gaon’s siddur above p. 4.
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Taz Orach Chayim 139:4
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AND SEES THE VERSE, ETC. - The source of this rule may be
found in the Baraita: . . . * And the Tosafot wrote: . . . * and one
may investigate, why did Tosafot worry about the opinion of Rabbi
Meir, since the halakha is not in accordance with him? And it
seems to me that the Tosafot believed that since the reason for
Rabbi Yehudah was that with regard to blessings there is no reason
to err and believe they are written in the Torah, this, i.e. Rabbi
Yehudah’s reasoning, applies only in their, i.e. the Sage’s, times
where the generation were people of Torah, i.e. knowledgeable
people, but later on, when the generations had been damaged and
there are ignoramuses who do not know anything, it is appropriate
to worry about this just as Rabbi Meir worried and perforce one
must be concerned ab initio. And that which Tosafot wrote, that
nonetheless ex post facto one need not worry, the explanation of their
statement is that if one already instructed that people should keep the
Torah scroll open during the blessing before reading form the Torah
afterwards, there is no reason to worry and nullify one’s
instructions, because even if there are ignoramuses now,
nonetheless they are not so common, as previously mentioned.
Thus appears to me appropriate to explain their words. But the
halakhic decisors did not worry about this, i.e. about Tosafot’s
concerns, but rather ruled that even ab initio one blesses when it, i.c.
the Torah scroll, is open, although the Beth Yoseph quoted in the
name of the Kol Bo" “. . . and there are those who say there is
reason for one to turn one’s head so that it does not appear as if the
blessings are written in the Torah” end of quote. This Rabbi
Moses Isserles adopted (lit. “brought”). And if so that Rabbi Isserles
adopts Kol Bo’s suggestion, it is because he believes according to the
Tosafot that I mentioned. ->But this ruling that it is best to turn
one’s face away from the Torah while reciting the blessing before
reading the Torah is not sensible at all, for if it is so that turning one’s
head is sufficient, it is difficult to understand why Rabbi Meir
requires one to roll the Torah scroll closed before the blessings,
which is a bother as Beth Yoseph wrote. One could have left it
open and just turned one’s head, but rather Rabbi Meir’s ruling
demonstrates that turning of the face here is not appropriate, since
one makes oneself look as if one is not blessing on what one will
read but rather regarding something else, because one makes
oneself look as if one is turning away, and thus wrote my
teacher/father-in-law*® of blessed memory that “it is best that it be
entirely opened at the time of blessing and one should not turn his

* Taz quotes the Babylonian Talmud, above p. 1.
* Taz quotes the Tosafot text found above p. 5.
* Full text of Kol Bo above p. 14.

48 Bach, see above p. 17.
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face at all, because thus is the opinion of the halakhic decisors and 727 %% M w7 XN

renowned Geonim and thus I act,” end of quote. < DONRATI DPOIDT YT R
A1 CIR DY DDA
25"y

Discussion

¢ Bach and Taz clearly hold that the Torah should be held open during the opening blessing
and further argue, contrary to Rabbi Isserles, that it is inappropriate to turn away from the
Torah when reciting the blessings, as one should focus on the object of the blessing while
reciting the blessing.49 Note that this reason also supports leaving the Torah scroll open
while saying the blessing.

¢ Bach and Taz disagree as to Tosafot’s reasoning for preferring to close the Torah during
the opening blessing. Shach says that Tosafot believed that Rabbi Yehudah prefers the
Torah to be closed, although he permitted it to be left open,”® while Taz suggests that
Tosafot believed that their times were different than the Talmudic times making Rabbi
Meir’s position preferred. As argued in the discussion of Tosafot above,’' there are some
reasons to prefer Taz’s explanation.

e Taz argues that Rabbi Meir’s opinion, that the Torah should be held closed during the
opening blessing, demonstrates that turning one’s head away is inappropriate, because
had turning one’s head away been appropriate, Rabbi Meir would have required turning
the head away rather than closing the scroll. This argument is not 100% convincing,
because it is possible that Rabbi Meir would not have considered turning one’s head to be
sufficient to obviate his concerns,5 2 if, for example, he felt that people would not be able
to tell that a head was turned (or if I am correct that part of the issue for Rabbi Meir
might have been that keeping the Torah scroll open during the blessing is disrespectful).
So, perhaps turning one’s head away might not have been a complete solution for Rabbi
Meir, but doing so might at least partially obviate his concerns and might not be
inappropriate in Rabbi Meir’s judgment.

Taz Orach Chayim 139:5 72D uhp W At MR T
AND AFTER ONE READS, ONE ROLLS - Thus is written also in .57 Xpw R (7)
the name of the Tosafot.* And that which is written in Tosafot that 13 >*n7 owa ox 2" -
this the ruling that one closes the Torah scroll before the closing blessing >"3% "“a& "5 >"% w"m
according to Rabbi Yehudah, the meaning is that this ruling is even 335199y "% a2 ATIMT
according to Rabbi Yehudah, i.e. it is consistent even with the opinion T19%7  “npa7  'von
of Rabbi Yehudah, who agrees in this regard with Rabbi Meir. And 7727 212 2"

* 1t strikes me that this would be true as a matter of propriety even if, technically, the blessing before the reading of
the Torah is not considered a birkat mitzvah (blessing on performing a mitzvah) as per e.g. Shulchan Arukh Orach
Chayim 139:8.

*% Note that Magen Avraham 139:6, below p. 20, and Aruch Hashulchan 139:12, below p. 22, read Tosafot this way
as well.

>! Page 5 and bullet points accompanying footnotes 8-13 in the discussion of Tosafot.

>> This point is raised by Arukh Hashulchan Orach Chayim 139:13, text below p. 22

>3 See second bullet point discussing Rashba, p. 11,

> Tosafot text above p. 5.
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as Beth Yospeh explained,55 the reason is that at the beginning, i.c.
during the blessing before the Torah is read, where one needs according
to Rabbi Meir to roll the scroll closed and to bless and afterwards to
open, this is a bother ‘“and therefore one does not need to close the
scroll according to Rabbi Yehudah, but in the end, i.e. after the Torah
is read, since there is no greater bother in doing so, one rolls the scroll
closed and afterwards blesses,” end of quote. ... And thus Rabbi
Shlomo Luria, of blessed memory wrote: “The last blessing, i.e. the
blessing after reading from the Torah, is not similar to the first blessing,
i.e. the blessing before reading from the Torah, because the first one
comes for the purpose of reading, and therefore it is logical that it, i.e.
the Torah scroll, be open so that one see what one will read, but one
who already read, why should it be open? Rather, this is the practice
of unsophisticated people, because we do not say that immediately
after the reading of the Torah one rolls the scroll closed and blesses and
again opens, rather it remains closed until another person comes and
opens it for the purpose of reading it,” end of quote.

Discussion
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e Taz’s quotation of Rabbi Shlomo Luria demonstrates that Rabbi Shlomo Luria held that
the Torah should be kept open and the person saying the blessing should look at the place
where the reading begins while saying the blessing. Rabbi Shlomo Luria provides a
slightly different reason for this, which is that it is appropriate for the person to see what

the person will read while reciting the blessings.

Magen Avraham 139:6
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OPENS, ETC. - In Tosafot>® it is written that one should close 21>
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the Torah scroll before blessing because even Rabbi Yehudah
agrees in this regard that this is better to roll it closed so that
people not say blessings are written in the Torah. And so too is
written in the writings, i.e. writings associated with Rabbi Isaac
Luria, that thus there is good reason to act, but Bach wrote that
he instructed to have the Torah scroll open as the great
decisors wrote and also not to turn his head
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Discussion
e Magen Avraham mentions one of the very few votes in favor of Tosafot’s position of
closing the Torah scroll during the opening blessing, that of Rabbi Isaac Luria.”’

> Note Beth Yoseph, text above p. 14 was explaining why Rambam says to close the Torah scroll before the closing
blessing, which basically explains why Rabbi Yehudah would agree that the scroll should be closed. Also, much of
Taz’s quotation of Beth Yoseph is more paraphrase than quotation.

%% Text above p. 5.

°7 Thank you to Rabbi Ya’akov Siegel who provided the source for Rabbi Luria’s opinion on this, which is Rabbi
Hayim Vital’s mm>;i1 7vw in which he provides the following opinion of Rabbi Luria in '3 177:
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Magen Avraham is the jumping off point of a misleading note in the ArtScroll Talmud on
this subject. In footnote 7 to page 32a, the ArtScroll Talmud comments regarding Rabbi
Yehudah’s position, “L.e. it is not necessary for him to resort to the laborious procedure of
rolling the Torah shut and then opening it again. However, according to R’ Yehudabh, it
is better to close the Torah scroll before reciting the blessing in order to avoid the
possible misconception in the Gemara (Tosafos, 122 1"7, as understood by Magen
Avraham 139:6, c.f. Maharsha)” There is no hint I could find in the ArtScroll Talmud
that Tosafot is in the minority as to their reading that the Torah should be closed during
the blessing before the reading of the Torah, as to how to understand Rabbi Yehudah’s
ruling, as to the fact that Magen Avraham notes Bach’s opinion rejecting Tosafot, or as to
the fact that Tosafot’s reading is rejected by Maharsha.”® Also note that above I argue
that Tosafot may be better understood as stating that in their days they preferred to rule
in accordance with Rabbi Meir, at least ab initio.”’

Vilna Gaon Orach Chayim 139:4 7 DOVO WHP 10 2% IR R'INT IN2

AND AFTER, ETC. - Shulchan Arukh rules that the Torah should be "7 .3 XM
closed before the blessing after the Torah is read because Rabbi Yehudah own 71992 X9X
only ruled that the Torah scroll should be kept open regarding the blessing R72XT RV
before reading the Torah because of the trouble of the congregation

AND WHEN ONE BLESSES, ETC. — Regarding Rabbi Isserles’s ruling %"13 .3 nyw
that one should turn one’s face to the side while making the blessing before ®nv 829 7127
reading from the Torah, this seems correct to me, for then there is no IRT2NT
trouble of the congregation caused by doing so.

Discussion
The Vilna Gaon agrees with Rabbi Isserles that the Torah should be held open and that
one should turn one’s head away from the Torah during the blessing before reading from
the Torah.
The Vilna Gaon says that the issue with closing the Torah during the opening blessing is
the trouble of the congregation, i.e. that this will cause a delay in the reading. Beth
Yoseph mentioned 7ir77°0 but was not explicit as to whether the 7117°0 was of the person
having the aliyah or of the congregation.

And now we will explain the matter of the man himself, when he goes up  pyywes o3y own Par w3 i (@
to read the Torah, he must take care that he see the place of the reading, ompn mww Smd TIr amna ’Mph
and look at the verse where the reader will begin, and afterwards cover the #Mnn? ThY R pooa 7non mepn

writing with the cloth used for covering the Torah scroll, and then bless the
blessing of the Torah that is before her, i.e. the blessing recited before
reading the Torah, and afterwards open and read. And afterwards again
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v
close the writing (perhaps meaning to close the Torah, perhaps to cover it) w=y m %% TNt pre Y nx
and then say the blessing on the Torah for after her, i.e. the Torah’s, o' M
reading. And this is true even though there are decisors who wrote that
there is no need for this, as Beth Yoseph wrote, see there.
Text from page 315 M1 ww as available at http://www.hebrewbooks.org/14181
¥ Quoted above p. 16.
% Page 5 and bullet points accompanying footnotes 8-13 in the discussion of Tosafot.
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Arukh HaShulchan Orach Chayim 139:12-13

7"
www.e-ark.net/rabbi/aliyah.pdf

voR 12°0 20 IR TR Y

SECTION 12: One who ascends to the Torah opens the Torah
and sees the verse that one needs to read from and blesses while
it, i.e. the Torah, is open . . . thus ruled Rambam, Tur and
Shulchan Arukh subsection 4, and thus we practice. However,
our teachers the authors of the Tosafot there® wrote that
preferably one should roll the scroll closed, see there, and it
appears that they believe that Rabbi Yehudah also agrees that
it is preferable to roll it closed, but that he believes that it is not
necessary [the Bach also wrote this, i.e. Bach also understood
Tosafot this way] and there are those who practice thus, i.e.
who close the Torah scroll during the opening blessing, and I do
not know if it is correct to do thus after all the decisors do not
appear to rule thus, and they, i.e. the decisors, believed that
Rabbi Yehudah specifically held that one should bless when it is
open, since one needs to read it upon completing the blessing,
how can one close it. And therefore they all ruled that after
the reading one should roll it closed and bless. Since one
finished reading, one needs to close it until the next person
comes up and opens it [And in Pri Etz Chayim the author wrote
according to Tosafot, and see Magen Avraham, Taz, Bach, and
Eliah Rabbah - and all of them agreed with the ruling of the
Shulchan Arukh. And regarding what Taz wrote that the
Tosafot distinguish between their time, i.e. the time of the sages,
and our time, see there, I do not know who (perhaps better:
what) convinced of this position, rather their, i.e. Tosafot’s,
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reason is as I have written, and so too Bach wrote.61]

SECTION 13: And our Teacher Rabbi Moses Isserles wrote that at
the time that one blesses the first blessing, i.e. the blessing before
reading the Torah, one should turn his face to the side Aruch
HaShulchan discusses whether the face should be turned to the right or
to the left . . . but there are those of the great scholars who
complained about this rule and wrote® that if so why does Rabbi
Meir say to roll the Torah scroll closed so that people not say the
blessings are written in the Torah? He, i.e. Rabbi Meir could have
said for one to turn one’s face. In my humble opinion it appears
that this is no disproof to Rabbi Isserles’s position, and there is basis
to say that Rabbi Meir believes that this behavior for purposes of
recognition that the blessings are not written in the Torah is not
sufficient, whereas Rabbi Yehudah believes that this, i.e. the turning
of the face, is sufficient, and the reason why this is not mentioned,

% I.e. commenting on the Talmud text above p 1. Tosafot’s text is found at p. 5.
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%' However, see page 5 and bullet points accompanying footnotes 8-13 in the discussion of Tosafot, where I argue

that Taz’s read makes more sense.
62 Aruch Hashulchan is responding to Taz’s argument in 139:4, above p. 17.
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i.e. the why Rabbi Yehudah doesn’t state that one should turn one’s
face is because one could make any gesture that facilitates
recognition that the blessings are not written in the Torah. And there
are those of the great Rabbis who would look outside the Torah

scroll and not look at the writing.

Discussion
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e The Arukh Hashulchan clearly believes that the Torah should be held open during the
blessing before the Torah is read and sees wide consensus on this point.

¢ Arukh Hashulchan seems to agree with Rabbi Isserles that one should turn one’s head
away from the Torah when reciting the blessing. He responds to Taz’s argument®
explaining that Rabbi Meir might require closing the Torah scroll because he feels that
turning away would not be sufficient to avoid any misconceptions regarding the blessings

being written in the Torah.

o Arukh Hashulchan also speculates that Rabbi Yehudah might also require some
act to demonstrate that the blessings are not written in the Torah. This point
seems highly speculative — in that case 7907 1 701 Y — the main point has been
left out of the book, since as the Talmud indicates that Rabbi Yehudah is not at all
concerned with any misconception as to the blessing being written in the Torah.**

Mishnah Berurah 139:17
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(17) AND THEN ONE SHOULD BLESS - He, i.e. Rabbi Karo,
intends to say that one does not need to roll the Torah scroll
closed during his blessing, and there is no need to worry lest
people say the blessings are written in the Torah and that one is
blessing from, i.e. by reading the text of the blessing in the scroll,
because everyone knows that the blessings are not written in the
Torah scroll. And it is particularly regarding the first blessing
that they did not worry about this because of the trouble of the
congregation who will have to wait until the reader reopens the
scroll. But with the final blessing, i.e. the blessing after the Torah
is read, where there is not this reason to leave the scroll open,
because even without this, i.e. without requiring that the person
close the Torah during the closing blessing, one needs to roll the
Torah scroll closed between each person having an aliyah,
certainly it is better to roll before the closing blessing, and this is
why the author of the Shulchan Arukh, Rabbi Karo, concludes that
after one reads one rolls the scroll closed and blesses.

(18) ONE SHOULD TURN HIS FACE, ETC. - He, i.e. Rabbi
Isserles, believes that since in doing this there is no trouble of the
congregation, it is good to worry even with the first blessing

% Taz 139:4, above p. 17.
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% See e.g. Lechem Yehudah quoted in R. Kapach’s commentary on Rambam, below p. 25. This point is also
reflected in the question and answer in the responsum of Rashba, above p. 9 and the minority opinion noted at the

end Meiri, above p. 12.
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about the concern that people should not say the blessings are
written in the Torah, as we have written similarly in subsection
17.

Beur Halakhah 139 s.v. “And sees the verse” ral=Fhifham)
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AND SEES THE VERSE THAT ONE NEEDS TO BEGIN
WITH, ETC. - See Mishna Berurah s.v. “and then one should
bless.”® And know that there are halakhic decisors who believe
that if one wants to roll the scroll closed and then to bless that is
more preferable, except that the halakha is in accordance with
Rabbi Yehudah that one is not obligated to do thusly, and
accordingly some places practice that they see the verse where
they will start and roll the scroll closed and bless, and each river
continues, i.e. “to each his own”.

Discussion
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e Rabbi Kagan (author of Mishnah Berurah and Beur Halakha) recognizes a split in
authority as to whether to hold the Torah scroll open during the opening blessing and
does not state a personal preference.

R. Yoseph Kapach on Rambam®®1:3> 2952 nxowa1 79°0n Mo 710 mawn bY IORP N0 N7 WD
Text scanned from printing of 2"2177 N1wn 117, 5™ edition printed 7"ywn.

9) The source for this is Babylonian Talmud 32a%

Rabbi Saadya Gaon wrote in his prayer book, page
392 in the Order of the Public Reading of the Torah®:
“And one should not begin Barechu, i.e. the beginning
of the blessing, before the reading of the Torah, until one
looks at the verse from which one will begin reading,
and one should only bless the first blessing when the
open scroll is before him, and one should not bless the
final blessing, i.e. the blessing after the aliyah, until one
covers the Torah scroll,” end of quote. And this is our
practice: one opens and sees and looks upon the verse
that one needs to start reading from the entire time of
the blessing, and when the public finishes saying
“Amen,” one begins to read. And before the final
blessing, we cover the Torah scroll but do not roll it

% I.e. Mishnah Berurah 139:17, above p.23.
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% Rabbi Kapach is commenting on Rambam’s Laws of Prayer 19:12, text above p. 8.

67 Rabbi Kapach quotes the text of BT 32a, above p. 1.
% We saw this text, with minor variations, above, p. 4.
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closed.”” And it is not proper (lit. “and there is not”) to cover the Torah during the time of
the first blessing since the halakha is explicitly decided in the Talmud according to Rabbi
Yehudah. And how difficult is it in the eyes of one who is practiced in the opinions of the
Talmud, Geonim, and our teacher (Rambam) when one sees those who turn their face from
the Torah or closes their eyes from seeing the Torah. And in all the old prayer books of
Yemen is written in accordance with the opinion of our sages of blessed memory, ‘“opens,

sees, looks, blesses and reads.”

The Kesef Mishnah wrote after he quoted (lit.
“brought”) the language of the Gemara: . . . ™ And it
is possible that Rabbi Karo did not see the words of

Rashba below, which are: ... n

The Lechem Yehudah wrote “in Babylonian Talmud
Megillah 32 we find the disagreement between
Rabbi Meir and Rabbi Yehudah, that Rabbi Meir
believed that one opens, sees, rolls the scroll closed
and blesses, so that not (sic) blessings written in the
Torah, and Rabbi Yehudah believed that one does
not roll the scroll closed because regarding
blessings there is not a reason for people to err and
believe the blessings are written in the Torah, and
Rashi explained ‘that everyone knows that the
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blessings aren’t written in the Torah,’ end of quote.
This explicitly indicates that Rabbi Yehudah did
not worry at all about the error of the masses, and
if so, we need a reason for that which our teacher
(Rambam) wrote that at the end, i.e. before the
blessing after reading from the Torah, one rolls and
blesses, because we cannot say, as is indicated in the
Kesef Mishnah, that it is because of the concern of nyTe ey e beoy xmpb myma ey

the error of those who see the person looking at the - RV

Torah scroll and think the person is reading the blessings from the scroll, etc., see there, because
in my humble opinion we do not worry at all about this error. Rather, since the reason that
we need to cover it, i.e. the Torah scroll, between each person having an aliyah is because of
avoiding disrespect of the Torah scroll that would result if it remained open, so too one needs
to roll the scroll closed before the blessing for this reason, and the disagreement of Rabbi
Meir and Rabbi Yehudah is not relevant at all. And do not wonder that since even in the
time of the closing blessing there is insult toward the Torah scroll in the Torah scroll being
left open, if so at the beginning, i.e. during the opening blessing, also it should be an insult to

% This is probably a function of a Sefardi Torah scroll, as Sefardim often drape a cloth over the exposed portion of
the Torah rather than closing the Torah due to the cumbersome nature of closing the Torah and therefore it is best to
close the Torah before the closing blessing to avoid the misconception that the blessings are written in the scroll.

70 Rabbi Kapach quotes the text of Kesef Mishnah found above p. 15. There, Rav Karo explains that Rambam rules
that the Torah scroll is closed during the closing blessing because Rabbi Yehudah holds that the Torah should be
kept open during the opening blessing to avoid 117°0 (trouble) while the same does not hold for the closing blessing,
where there is no increased bother in closing the Torah.

I See text of Rashba above p. 9, where he argues that closing the scroll before the closing blessings is out of a
matter of respect for the scroll, so that it should not be exposed while not being read.
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the Torah for it to be held open, for there is not insult to the Torah by leaving it opened during
the opening blessing, for there, i.e. during the opening blessing, because he intends to read the
Torah, there is no insult in leaving it open, because his intent is to read from it and keeping
the Torah opened is part of the needs of the reading , something that is not so at the end of
the aliyah where one finished and does not intend to read from the Torah such that there is no
purpose in leaving the scroll open,” end of quote. And Lechem Yehudah pointed well to the
opinion of the Rashba, i.e. he did well to arrive at Rashab’s conclusion on his own. . . .

Discussion

e Rabbi Kapach strongly advocates for leaving the Torah scroll open and looking at the
Torah while saying the opening blessing. He elicits sources that argue that there is
absolutely no concern for people mistakenly believing that the blessings are written in the
Torah (seeing that concern as rejected by the Rabbi Yehudah and the conclusion of the
Talmud) and argues instead that the reason to close the Torah scroll before the final
blessing is because it is generally disrespectful to leave the words of the Torah exposed
while not reading from it.”?

e Through the comments of Rabbi Saadya Gaon and Lechem Yehudah, Rabbi Kapach
notes that keeping the Torah open during the blessing prior to reading from the Torah is
part of preparedness for reading from the Torah.

e The Lechem Yehudah notes that the fact that leaving the Torah scroll open while not
being read is insulting to the Torah is no reason to close the Torah scroll during the
blessing before reading from the Torah, as keeping the Torah scroll open at this point is
for the purposes of reading from it immediately upon completing the blessing and hence
represents no affront to the Torah.”

Conclusions

e [t is clear that the Torah scroll should be kept open while one recites the blessing prior to
the reading of the Torah.

o This is the plain meaning of Babylonian Talmud Megillah 32a (text above p. 1).

o Saadya Gaon (p. 4) explicitly states that the Torah should be held open (as do,
conservatively speaking, Maharsha (p. 16), Bach (p. 17), Taz 139:4 (p. 17), Rabbi
Shlomo Luria quoted in Taz 139:5 (p. 19), R. Kapach (p. 24), and Lechem
Yehudah quoted in R. Kapach’s commentary on Rambam (p. 25).

o Tosafot’s statement (p. 5) that it is preferable to close the Torah scroll is very
difficult to understand and has been fairly roundly rejected. To the extent the
Babylonian Talmud’s ruling in accordance with Rabbi Yehudah can be read as
indicating that keeping the Torah scroll open during the opening blessing is
merely acceptable, and not preferable, a number of other rulings on the issue
could possibly (but with difficulty) be read to say the same thing. However, as
argued above,* most probably not even Tosafot reads Rabbi Yehudah this way,

72 Per Rashba discussed further above, p. 9 and Lechem Yehudah quoted by Rabbi Kapach.

3 Nonetheless, as argued above p. 11, I do believe there is some room to speculate that Rabbi Meir may well have
seen some disrespect in leaving the Torah scroll open during the opening blessing, and this may be, at least in part,
an explanation for Rabbi Meir’s opinion.

74 Page 5 and bullet points accompanying footnotes 8-13 in the discussion of Tosafot.
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but rather Tosafot is arguing for some deference to Rabbi Meir’s position in their
day, in which case certainly very few authorities follow them. Among those who
speak explicitly to the issue, only Kol Bo (p. 14) and the (R. Isaac) Lurianic
“writings” quoted in Magen Avraham (p. 20) adopt Toasfaot’s position, and even
then with Kol Bo mentioning Rambam’s contrary opinion.

o The fact that the Jerusalem Talmud (p. 3) and Tractate Soferim (p. 4) support the
opinion saying to open the Torah scroll and then bless with biblical texts
discussing Ezra’s behavior strongly indicates that this it is preferable, and not
merely acceptable, to leave the Torah scroll open during the blessing.

o There is good reason to keep Torah scroll open during the opening blessing,
mostly around facilitating immediate reading of the Torah after the blessing, as
this both avoids 7w (trouble) (e.g. Beth Yoseph p. 14/Kesef Mishnah p. 15) and
is a form of preparedness for performing the mitzvah for which one is blessing
(e.g. Lechem Yehudah quoted in R. Kapach’s commentary on Rambam p. 25,
Rabbi Shlomo Luria quoted in Taz 139:5, p. 19.).

= Note that this reasoning applies in large part even today, where a
designated person will read the Torah rather than the person reciting the
blessing.

It seems to me preferable for one to continue to look at the Torah while reciting the
opening blessing (presuming one knows the words to the blessing), per Bach (p. 17), Taz
(p. 17), R. Rabbi Shlomo Luria quoted in Taz 139:5 (p. 19), R. Kapach (p. 24) and
probably R. Saadya Gaon (p. 4), and contrary to Kol Bo (p. 14), R. Isserles (p. 16), Vilna
Gaon (p. 20) and Akukh Hashulchan 139:13 (p. 22). As the list of opinions implies, this
is a closer call. However, Rabbi Yehudah, whose opinion is adopted in the Talmud (p. 1)
is explained as based on the position of *yun? X2 M>73, i.e. that there is no concern
whatsoever for causing an erroneous belief that the blessings are written in the Torah (see
e.g. Lechem Yehudah quoted in R. Kapach’s commentary on Rambam (p. 25), this is also
implied by the question and answer in Rashba (p. 9) and the minority opinion noted at the
end Meiri (p. 12)). Therefore, any behavior predicated on this concern should probably
be rejected if there is any other valid reason to believe the behavior is improper. As
argued by some of the scholars referenced in this bullet point who advocate for looking at
the Torah scroll during the opening blessing, it seems disrespectful to deliberately turn
away from the Torah scroll (though perhaps less so if one does so for a reasonable
halakhic reason) and additionally it is particularly proper to be looking at the what will be
read while saying the blessing on the Torah (though admittedly this propriety may be
significantly reduced nowadays, where there is a designated person reading the Torah
rather than the person having the aliyah). For those who wish to justify not looking at the
Torah during the opening blessing, it may be reasonable to encourage all people with an
aliyah to read the opening blessing from a text, which could be justified as avoiding any
embarrassment to those who are not capable of reciting the blessing by heart, a la
Mishnah Bikkurim 3:7. Additionally, looking away from the Torah scroll in order to read
blessings for the aliyah would not seem in any way insulting to the Torah.

It is fairly universally agreed that the Torah scroll should be closed during the blessing
after the Torah is read.”” One point worth considering is that per Rashba (p. 9) and

™ The only contrary opinions we have seen are Ran, above p. 13 and a minority opinion mentioned in Meiri, above

p-12.
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Lechem Yehudah quoted in R. Kapach’s commentary on Rambam (p. 25), the propriety
of doing so is out of respect for the Torah, so that the writing in the Torah is not exposed
while not being read. There seems to be universal agreement that since the Torah would
be closed anyway between aliyot, one might as well close the Torah during the blessing
after the reading from the Torah. It seems to me that putting two and two together, any
respect that is accorded to the Torah scroll between aliyot should be put into action
immediately after the Torah has been read. Therefore, for example, if a cover is placed
over the Torah between aliyot, that cover should be placed over the Torah immediately
after the Torah is read, as opposed to the common practice of waiting to cover the Torah
until after the closing blessing has been recited.

® Much of the above analysis turns on the question of how we can best accord honor to the
Torah. In this regard, it is worth closing with the thought that all our actions in life
should be guided by the principal of acting in such a way as to accord honor to the Torah.
As we delve into ritual minutia as to how to accord such respect, our study should serve
as a reminder that we should always be fastidious in considering how our actions may
reflect on Torah. May God sustain us and guide us in a life that brings honor to the
Torah.

28



